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Editorial | 26 SOSNE é&2dz2Qf f KIF @S (2
2dzi Ay Foz2dzi | 68581 Qa GAYS

Thanks toCOVID and the fires, this year has
seen the rise of the National University What!?
Canyoning Club. Hence the canyon photos on

the front and back cover! | decided to spliSpeleeG 2020 into two parts,

as it was steamrolling teard 100 pages and
GQa 0SSy I KFNR @SIFN ¥ Bréhki@lm@ 6opﬁﬁjtelé$ocmﬁtunbcﬁ&l.ﬂ1é a GKS
country. First we had the devastation of the  next installment, which will cover trips in the
fires shutting @erything down in summer, and aSO2yR LI NI 2F GKS &SI N®
just as everything was opening up ineary F2NXIF GGSR yR SRAGBRI a2z .
autumn, COVIA9 happened. So there went the meantime, enjoy a nice photo of the Wee J
another three months of the year. The miracle  Vvalley!
is that despite all thisg SQ@S aidAft KIR | 3I22R
yearand picked up some keen new members! - Lachlan Bailey, the Editor

Soff SIFasS R2y Qi YAYR (GKS o Y2YyUK AYGSNXA&AaAZ2Y

Ay GKS GNRALI NBLR2NIAH L QBRERIONS FR‘é}m\\ ledcSsi G2 GNB Iy
wring trip reports out of peoplgthanks to

credit to you writers thaSpeleeG26.1 is here. not possess a timenachine, and that the trip
As always, a nice selectionf trip reports, NE LI NI & $Y Iy 9 lwasurstNih 1 nmpQ
edition would be fantastic. April, not the 1923rd May, as claimed in

SpeleeG 25.1 The second Mount Fairy trip
was also actuallgn the 1314th April, not the
12th. Oops.
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Cavi ng News https://southerntasmaniancaverneers.com/sp
iel/

This is the place where all the club gossipgoe
Asi(stilR2 y Qi K| @ Stheteys@nord 2 NJ & 2 dz
news. Gmon, someone do something gossip

worthy! On a rescue note, there have also been several

major accidents and three fatalities in NSW
Ay@2t gAy3a Olye2yAay3a (KAA
details here, but stifce to say, people need to

The next ASF Conference to be held in Ceduna .
be extremely cautious about

SA has been postponed to April 2022, with

exact dates TB@s the Nullarbor caves will be 1 The quality and construction of
2dzad Fa aLlsSooe GKSy:sx KSN&iQiﬁgfancﬁg}Ig\E ol ofée adaff
NUCCers going in 202Phe webge for it has 1 Water obstacles in canyons that have a
gone livehttp://asfconference2022.com/ catchment that is fireaffected

1 Whitewater obstacles in canyons in

general

HCG has released a new edition @élcite 1 Checking a rope is long enough on a
(48.1) that is all about Y395. Sadly, still no real canyon pitch
map, but there are some useful stats: the cave 1 Locking off FULLY when performing
is 144m dep and 33km long. This compares tasks midrope

inexperienced members on trips have

the skills required for an activity before
NUCC is going to Tassie in February 2021! So setting off

hopefully SpeleeG 27.1 will be full of tales
derringdo and mild stupiditylike thosethat

graced the New Zealand trip report 8pelee

G251

Obviously, many of thesmncerns have caving
implications too!

F 52y étithatEa&/&dgs are allocated on a
state basis, so both Snowy River Cave at Mount
Cripps and Clown Cave at Cooleman Plains have a
CP11 tag (7CP11 and 2CP11 respectively)

FUSSI has produced a spectacular special
edition of theirNewsletter(32.2) that focusses
on telling the epic stories of the many
accomplisked women cavers of Australia. To
read these amazing tales, have a look here:

I PAPER COPIESSPELEOGRAFFITI

https://fussi.caves.org.au/newsletters/FUSSI_ Do yas want your own copy of
32 2 20.pdf I Speleograffiti spiral bound, printed, and

stamped with the official NUCC stamp?

I Copies can be had &peleo@5.1, 26.1 I
I and 26.2 for $4.50 each, so that your I
Librarian can pay for paper and replace
I his printcredit when it runs ot Email I
caving@anusra.com.ahe editions you
want, and transfer your payment to the I

NUCC account (details here:
https://nucc.caves.org.au/joir)/ I

As you may have heard, there was a major cave
rescue in Tasmania this year. David Weools
Cobb (Northern Caverneers/Savage River
Caving Club) fedlbout 3m off aadder pitch in
Snowy River Ca€P11)*andsuffered severe
injuries. Thankfully, the subsequent rescue I
operation was a success, and he is expected to I
make a good recovery. For accounts of the
rescue, have a look at the S$QeleoSpiel41:

h______‘

5

Yy .


http://asfconference2022.com/
https://fussi.caves.org.au/newsletters/FUSSI_32_2_20.pdf
https://fussi.caves.org.au/newsletters/FUSSI_32_2_20.pdf
https://southerntasmaniancaverneers.com/spiel/
https://southerntasmaniancaverneers.com/spiel/
mailto:caving@anusra.com.au
https://nucc.caves.org.au/join/

SPELEOGRAFFITI Vol.26, No.1 2020

Trip Reports

Abercrombie Project Work
10th to 12th January 2020

ByLachie Bailey

Participants:Lachie BaileyMarilyn Scott (MSSRavid Stuckey
(MSS), Rod Smith (MSS), Garry Smith (NHVSS), Manma
(NHVSS), Colin Tl (BMSC) Brian Reeves (NHVSSEathi
HumphreyHood (MSS) Peter Dykes(CWSS) Phil Maynard
(SUSSAlan Pryk¢3JSS)

With seemingly every other caving area in the
state on fire or already burnt, | headed up to
Abercrombie Caves for a weekend caving. This
was an MSS trip to work on their book, but they
kindly let me come along, as they needed a
keen, thin and flexild caver to survey Rabbit
Trap cave. Met up with Marilyn Scott and Dave
Stuckey from MSS on Friday morning, and we
headed down to one of the outlying bluffs to
look for some missing caves. About 5 caves
were missing, and we found two of them,
climbing ovetthe bluffs in grueling 40+ degree
heat.

The tagging at Abers is a little haphazatd
original taggers were determined to reach 100
tags, so happily tagged wombat holes and
anything else that looked remotely likecave
However once they reached 1068nthusiasm
obviously waned, because there are still many

2 K2S@OSNJ al AR
(photo byCathi HumphreyHood

GKFd OF @S NEcaliny®Bitf @demasks S y

g2Yol G K2fSa GKFG GKS& RAF
Even David, who was responsible for placing
some of the tags, was looking at them and
askingh YaSt ¥ a2KIFdG oSNB 4SS

2§ 02 dz RY Qimuch dimid, saefer @S NB
maybe an hour on the bluffs, we beat a very
brave retreat back to the cottage to sit in the
shade and have cool showers. Well, not so
much the cool shower bitthe pipes to the
cottage are in full sun and the water was hot
enough tomake tea with by the time it came
out of the tap. Garry Smith and Marckaye
from NHVSS showed up, and the afternoon
was spent inside with the fan on. Real hardcore
OFr@Ay3a GKA&AX 'a GKS
trip, | soon started collecting advice from the
old fogeys *couglt experienced cavers.
Apparently | need to get superannuation ASAP,
FYR GKS FIO00G GKFEG L R2yQi
fact that | have no income to put into it
SPARSyi(ife R2SayQild YI GGSNDc
went up to the Trunkey Pulof dinner, and it

still does excellent pub grub. I was on the

receiving end of more unsolicited advice there

too, with instructions to never buy aria, and

never take up shearing.

82 dzy 3

That evening, we visited Long Tunnel (A4), a
passageway off the side of th&rch. Special
access was
granted for the
Abers book, and
we could only
enter the cave
after 10pm, as it
is the site of a
major bat roost.
The passageway

was both
extremely batty
and dusty,
causing several
jokes about

histoplasmosis
that had me just

coughig my
lungs up with
laughter  (yeah,
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exceedingly slow, as the sketchbook and
the survey were usually on opposite
sides of a squeeze or flattener.
Eventually | got jammed, gave up, and
headed down to the Arch to see what
everyone else was up to. Typically, the
cave goes on the other sibfasqueeze,

a2 L 3dzSaa LQfft oS

Down at the Arch, Phil Maynard, Alan
Pryke and Marilyn had gotten distracted
from their survey by a potential lead that
would ordinarily have been obscured by
water. This was more interesting than
my plans to survey a possible extension
in Stable Cave (A26), so | crashed their
lead. More fun sketchy scrambling and
we got to a seeming dead end with a
breeze. Alan investigated this,
proclaimed that he was going to die if he
tried getting through it, and went
through it anyway (complaining all the
while). This revealed a nasty muddy pit,
which sadly dead ende@uess which
idiot got sent down to investigateit
g1 &y Q)i The lirdezé vanished, and
we thought it was coming dowitrough
the mud and rok roof.

Dave admiring the formation in Long Tunnel (and all the
guano)(photo byCathi Humphreydood

sorry, not sorry). | still had fun with several
sketchy climbs, one of which was totally rotten
from bat piss, and the other of which had no
handholds about 4m in the air. Fun.

Saturday was the big project work day, and
groups went everywhere: photos in the Arch,
surveying in the Arch, surface surveying near
the Arch, and geology on top of the Arch.
Anyone spot a theme?

| headed up to Rabbit Trap (A42) a tight cave
that MSS agreed to let me survey suspiciously
quickly. Ariving there, it became abundantly
clear why the entrance was comfortably body
sized, but inside | had a wonderful selection of
bedrock flatteners to choose from. There was
only one®hambefwhere it was just possible
to sit and sketch. This meant that was

The afternoon was getting on, so we

called it quits after that, and everyone
trooped up to the cottage for happy hour. Alas,
we had another date with Long Tunnel that
evening, this time to survey it. So once again,
we trogged up and were heading derground
at 10pm. Marilyn and | drew the short straw,
and were dispatched to survey from the far
end of Long Tunnel, meeting up with the
others at the batty chamber. This took us until
well the other sideof 1am, as it was quite tight.

The midnight cavingession meant a slow start
for Sunday morning. Eventually everyone was
moving, and we all congregated in the Arch.
Some useful bunnies sped along with the
survey, but others of us were content to just sit
and watch the show. Lassitude eventually
overtook the trip, and we all finished up our
tasks just after midday to head home.
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Wee J Surface Trogging
8th February

By Lachie Bailey
Participant Lachie Bailey

Sadly, due to unfortunate timing, no one else
could be enticed out to Wee J with me for
some surfacerogging. Wandered into Dip
Cave to check it out for the planned cleaning
trip with ANUMC, and did some GPSing of
cave entrances.

Drove up Wee J Rd a bit to get a Truckletload
of yummy blackberries. Headed back,

o e i3

doorknocked some of the houses on the doa
out to Careys Cave. Some very promising karst
in this area just north of Wee J township!

Was directed over to meet the Cathles, who
were very friendly and gave me contacts for
many Wee J landholders. They were keen for
NUCC to do a census of karst featuin the
2858 W grftftSeo 2| (0K
do some project work in the are&d:

typically, | have been slack, and made nearly
y2 FdzZNIKSNJ LINEPINBAaA

KA &

KSNB
Also met the landholder for the property
immediately southS I &
> lovely bloke, and is keen
for NUCC to come and
apply some enthusiasm
to a couple of sinks on
his land. Watch this

AL ORY I AYyS
been slack and let this
one slide

Got stormed on and
went home.

I really needo cut this habit of randomly stopping on summer trips to
munch on the raspberries and blackberries that infest so many caving are

(photo byLachie Bailey

2F 54aL) /I @dSo

O\

L Q¢
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a2dzyd CI ANE . S3 Ay Yy Sendaging tha gould have guessed. Almost

22ndFebruary immediately, | found myself going through a
_ _ squeeze that was not only surprisingly long
By Cecy Reid but also rather difficult to get through. The

Participants Cecily Reid, Chris Bradley, Lachy Deakin, Lachie ~NoVelty of being in a situation where | felt both
Bailey, Guyver Fu, Rohit Rao, Anjali Jackson, Jack Thomas, Claud |ncred|b|y exposed and as though | was
Tomkins, Phoebe Edwards

experiencing  something  unique  was
L 22AYSR ! b! iedyacideéhiy 3 €Exhildedtinglj dz
the haze of @Neek. | was with a friend, fully
intending on going to theMountaineering
stand when | suddenly found myself not only
holding a caving flyer, but also committing to
attend the first caving trip of the yeag the
beginners Mount Fairy one.

The rest of the trip followed a similar pattern.
As someone who is notoriously bad at spotting
animals, the reality that we saw a wombat (in
its house!) and had to change plans as a result
of this encounter vas embarrassingly exciting.
The opportunity to hike up mud slides and
Between saying that | would attend and shimmy through puddles was also wonderful.
stepping outof a car at Mount Fairy, | thought
remarkably little about what | had signed up to.
| knew that | had to get some batteries and had
a vague memory of walking through an old

mine near Broken Hill. As such, my only . )
: : multitude of ways people rhyme the difference
guesses about the upcoming experience was

that it would be dark, that people would be between stalagmites and stalactit€gd: the

P PR < nly, on you, need hat. s I gmlte
LJ2 7\.)/ UAy3d 2di GKAy3a 2 touc qth?a groundin%scl#ay, an sta?actlte;?% d
following people around.

L R2y QO GKAYy]l GKFG L
particularly engaging. Before being at Mount
Fairy, | associated caves primarily with planked
footpaths, slightly bored guides and the

on tight!). The reality that we scrabled out of
Well, while it turns out that these three a variety of caves, covered in mud was utterly
guesses are key components of being in a cave, unexpected.
the experience was significantly more

The Mount Fairy trip
was a wonderful
introduction to the

idea of caving. It was
accessible enough
to not be

overwhelming, but
also diverse enough
for everyone to see
the  opportunities

associated with
continuing to cave.
The fact that we also
saw an echidna on
the drive home was
the cherry on the
top.

A very placid wombat in a cav@gdhoto byLachie Bailey

SE LX
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STF2NB ' yR | Fi S NMddieddSyEhe ofadil inBbahé Kokoda Bxténsion in Main
Cave, but most came back with bigger smiles on their faces afterwgastos by Lachie Bailey
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Macquarie Pass Canyon with a dry route and harnesses were fine
29th February 2020 tuned, some of the me experienced

_ canyoners abseiled directly down the
By Oxana Repina waterfall. There had been precious little

Participants Lachie Bailey, Chris Bradley, Michael Larkin (ISS), ~Opportunity this summer to experience that
Oxara Repina (SUSS), Corey Hanrahan, Kong Tin Yi, Priya Singh, feeling of water spray as the rope slides
Paris Capell, Anjali Jackson, Ramon Dickens, Cecily Reid, Emma through your rack your harness takes your

Buckland, Milie Mccallum, Guyver Fu ) .
weight and you step back over trezlge ¢ it
This was one of the first trips of the year after  \ya5 good to savour that now.

Market Day, so it was a big feuar convoy

that left the regroup point at Robertson. We At the bottom, treading water, | fumbled with
were relieved that the smoke had now my rack. | was a bit out of practice, and slower
definitely cleared and the fires had stopped than | would have liked in getting the bars off
SOSy 2y al Ny SO 5Fé&s &S IkieRRoGE inhglstBawateraliippuimt &
certain whether the trip would go ahead. We down the rocks. Much latein coronavirus
were not alone. It seemed that everyoneigh lockdown, reading a canyoning book written
side of Sydney was eager to make the most of by a New Zealander, it was interesting to note
what now remained of summer, and the road  thatover there they prefer figur& descenders
through Macquarie Pass was busy. The tiny and rigging the rope, without the end knotted,
carpark at the canyon trailhead was crammed 0 hang just touching the surface of the water.
12 20SNFf26d hdzNJ F2 dzNJ BRINAY canyigess sigiplytabsell Rtjaighr effc ¥ A G |

and we shuffled three of themot the exit the end of the rope into the pool. In New
Straightaway and left one on the road Zealand, where the volume of water barrelling
shoulder. through a canyon is much greater than here, it

_ seems that faffing with rack bars under a
The atmosphere of our group was friendly and  \yaterfall is much more dangerous and bes
excited; for many, it was their first time avoided.

canyoning. While the first pitch was rigged
N W EERLL o T A e

v

e e
i Wi
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Surviving the jump/slidéphoto by Oxana Repina)

The middle sections of the canyon passed made our way through the canyon, but by the
smoothly in a series of abseils and one optional  final pitch, shivers and stomach rumbles were
jump-slide ¢ each one framed by dark rock, inevitable. We had intended to do the canyon
white water and verdant bush. With the excuse  as several sulgroups leapfrogging ropes, but
of nursing a camera, | avoided the jump and the number of other groups in the canyon had
took photos of others down the bottom made that impossible and toed the trip into
instead. Our group became faster and more  along day.

| was impressed by the
walk out ¢ no huge,
nearvertical uphill slog
like Bungonia; no
marathon cross
country bushbash ike
Claustral. Instead it was
a mild, short walk along
a tourist path to the
carpark. Lolly snakes
were shared around
and dry clothes
gratefully put on. It was
a great trip to start the
year and introduce
many new club
members to the sport.

One of the scenic pitches near the end of the canfmtoto by Oxana Repina)

12
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Wee J Cave Nlean
1stMarch 2020

By Jess Spargo

On Sunday 1st March ANUMC and the National
University Caving Club (NUCC) joined forces
and held our first Clean Up Australia Day event.
18 members across both clubs headed to the
Wee Jasper Reserves in the Goodradigbee
River valley, NSW, where they removed

rubbish from the trails leading to the popular
Dip Cave system.

But why so much rubbish? Well, in the'™20
century, these caves were used as dumping
grounds by the landowner at the time where
anything from old shoe® entire cars could be
made to disappear! Not long after the cave
system became an attractive location to cavers
F2NJ SELX 2N} GA2y®d Cl ai
where several caving and Scout groups came
together over two weekends to haul a lot of
the rubbigh out. Since then there have been

Thecave and clean gang, preud (photo byJess Spargo

more informal efforts to make the space safer
and more enjoyable.

Recently | took a Cub Scout pack through there
only to have them ask why these caves were
littered with broken glass when none of the
others had been. Thedisappointment of
sharing the human impact people had had on
the caves saddened me, however | did feel
inspired when | told them the efforts people,
including Scouts, had gone to so far to improve
it. So much so that | was inspired to organise

another clan up. With Clean Up Australia Day
just around the corner, | thought it would be a
great opportunity for ANUMC to participate.

There was a lot of enthusiasm from the club
and talk of a possible collaboration with NUCC,
who were only too keen to get inwgd.
LaadeMsdromNaBth cliil®s woitk&dShardmatbding Q a
it all together. The 18 participants were split
across three groups and were rotated between
cleaning the trails around Dip Cave and caving
in Gong Cave. The good vibes and great banter

13
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during the cave clea was fantastic! People
GSNBE YAYyAyS3
bottles), and there were competitions of who
could find the most interesting can of food or
number of shoes. The caving groups enjoyed
the caving ladder pitch into Gong Cave, and the
formation in Gong Chamber, where total
darkness with light®ut was experienced.

The groups stopped for a well deserved
vegetarian barbeque lunch before heading

" ,__‘ ;R A ™~

Gong Chamber formatiofphoto byBritt Brocket)

back to the Dip Cave area for the afternoon

F2N WI Y0 Sdmion AlLip Sértanaged@td collett six Brge

tubs ofrubbish, as well as a large pile of metal,
which was removed from the site.
Furthermore, this initiative sparked so much
enthusiasm in ANUMC that the club is now
looking to their next event, a clean up of the
Queanbeyan River.

L g2dzZ R f A1 S s Ganmitiek fory |
funding the barbeque lunch, the three NUCC
£ leaders:

' Lachlan
Bailey, Britt
Brockett and

Chris
Bradley and
the fourteen

wonderful
participants
who
volunteered
their time.

14
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2§58 W
7th to 8th March

SIAYYSNRa

By Oxana Repina

Participants: Chris Bradley, Lachlan Bailey, Petal Wang, Corey
Hanrahan, Arunav Kumar, Cecily Reid, Emma Buckland, Gyver Fu,
Oxana Repina (SUSS)

The road to Wee Jasper passes through
beautiful rugged country; | was impressed.
ale@oS A0Qa oS Qtvimtéand
from caving areas late at night with SUSS when
the surrounding countryside is invisidle.
Nonetheless, the landscape here sits over
fingers of limestone cut through by shale,
pyroclastics and other things, and it does make

gl

h @hastily/transfexred gearjto Dip Cave instead,

and abseiled in.

It was the first time caving for some of the
team, and dropping down into the first
chamber ona rope was an impressive way to
start. We pottered around some passages and
did some jollying, turning away from one
section because of bats. Dip Cave consists of a
aSNJ\S@ 2F_ LI NIt f St
we wool<ed our WEllJy across them.

When we mae our way out, it was already

evening. Everyone was tired and hungry;
several pitches had made it a somewhat taxing
day of caving, especially for those new to the

aSOltAz2y

for a scenic drive sport (or those out of practice by about two
years ¢ i.e. myself). | ventured about the
scaing poles we had still sitting in the back of
our car, which had rattled with us all the way
from Canberra and on which | had impaled my
elbow several times getting in and out of the
passenger seat. The plan had been to use them
to reach a small but tantsing hole in Dip
Cave, several metres above ground, over a sort

of overhanging climb. The suggestion that we

We set up camp when we got there and some
more time was taken carrying rigging gear to
the entrance of Punchbowl Cave only to realise
a large school groupwvere already getting
ready to go into it. This may have been the
same group whose tents we saverass the
campground from ours, all identical and all
neatly pitched in a row on a 4%slope. We

.

Cecily getting on rope to abseil into Djave(photo by Oxana Repina)

1 On this trip some sly comments were made
Fo2dzi {!{{Q&a G4SyRSyOeg
have even later mornings the next day. It was
joked that NUCC entered caves the same time on a
Saturday as\3SS did, but having driven over that
morning rather than the night before. It is

plausible there was some element of truth in this

but M¥NAuB® hesitates $ comimenyfartAek lést | y R
SUSS reads this article and evicts said author from
theirclubd 9 RY BSNeENBG Léet £ (0 KNP &
g2f 3S&a Yy SEGSUBStWHE LQY 2y |

02

e 2o
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The enterprise began
well. We devised a
functional (and only
slightly unsafe)
method of lowering
them down the
entrane pitch into
the cave, carabinered
together and guided
by one person
standing on the
chockstone halfway
down. Ferrying them
from the bottom of
the pitch through a
slot and into the

g %k AV s

The ungodly mess of caving and camping gear that spewed itself out of chamber where they
[ I OKf |(ph@aiby OxaridJRepina) were needed also

, proceeded smoothly.
have a go at that now was mostly met with a

NEFOGARZY NIy3IAy3d a&zySOKENE wastpperasseqiied ouf poles
a2dzy Ra AYGSNBalGAy3Is o dAnthemgued hgrizantally; bufihadmg ehanges 5 ¢
to outright disgust. of levering the resulting monstrosity up several

o metres to reach the target hole. We had fou
As majority of the team headed back to camp,  jes holted together; each an aluminiumbe

showers, dinner and a campfire, Gyver, Lachlan something like 10 cm round and 2 metresgon
and myself carried the poles to the cave Together they were very heavy, very
entrance and began what was probably the unwieldly, and very, very _ difficult. to

62NI RQE 62NEG I aGSYLI lnnodu®d b YiFce WRHol? offdriting ¥ G K S

history of caving. NeitheByver nor myselthad  fomations from the roof or dropping it on our
the faintest idea of how they were supposed 0 feet or heads ¢ though we persevered
work. Lachlan had i LA Fig 2,

initially seemed to
vaguely indicate that
he had experience
with them. It later
turned out that his
experience related
more to
disassembling scaling
poles than to really
setting them up or
using them, and in
fact this was probably
the first time these
particular poles were
being used in severa
decades.

Chris giving a bottom belay in Dip Cépkoto by Oxana Repina)
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grunting with effort, for some time. In
retrospectit is perhaps fortunate that we were
unable to get the poles up to the hole because
the whole structure may well have failed
drastically when someone began to climb it.
We lacked a spanner to tighten the bolts so
Lachlan had used the pliers of his Leathenm

fluttering bats. There was a dubious flattener
to a very dubious helictite. And there wHwe
YdundryK dzi SQ> 6 KAOK &2vYSs
were enthralla by and others napped outside
the entrance of.

Just before we left for the carpark, | convinced

LI N

i2 R2 AlG AyadsSlRe LQY )}[‘)%Ch'a” Znih Ry do,cgme with e thJORﬁy 52t

would have held. Exhausted, and confused by
the whole process, we dragged the poles back
out of the pitch, derigged, and dragged

ogVeg Cave. The cave is a short, ro
streamway that twists and crawls through
several $ends before terminatingn a sand

2 dNESE @Sa oF Ol G2  OF YEI%EB& m‘; sanglIrae iﬁingflfﬂ"ﬁ"ke B 2IBR BU

whether | wanted to join a SU&% involving
scaling poles to learn how to use them
properly, or whether to avoid such trips and
never have to lay eyes on the darn things again.

Day 2 began with a sleeép.2 We then explored
Punchbow!l Cavec another fun cave for

jollying. There was ra informal climbing

competition, followed by an informal
squeezing competition (the latter somewhat
strangely undertaken directly after lunch).
There was an interesting grotto that was
subsequently identified to be low in interest
and high in bat poop. The was a sneaky climb
to a little plateau looking over a large,
formationfilled chamber crisgrossed by

L

2 A NUCC member might have commented we
were almostas late as SUSS getting started that
morning.

The team ready to ganderground(photo by Oxandrepina)

sand instead oOf water. Somewhere
beneath the sand is a gate, and somewhere
beneath the gate are very beautiful passages.
Unfortunately, neither of those are likely to be
seen anytime soorNonetheless, the sand trap
itself was actually quite impressive and not
a2YSUKAY3 LQOR NBI ffe
reminiscent of a sea cave or a little quiet oasis
in a rocky desert. Noting that there were only
one or two pairs of kneedpads between three
caversand the entrance was 15 minutes of
crawling back over gravel, the sand was an
oasis in more ways than one.

FO1l G OF YLE SoSnez2yS
had been a great weekend. No stamina
remained for the
little creek/canyon
| that was meant to be
in the aea.
Earmarking that for
next time, our
convoy of cars filed
back towards
Canberra ¢ the
scaling poles rattling
gleefully in one of
them all the way
home.
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BuchanVisit
5th to 8th June

By Oxana Repina

Participants: Oxana Repina (SUSS), Andriana Stodttis, of
other Victorians

If you put aside the time spent driving, seed
spraying, wood chopping, pancake cooking,
jaffle crafting, dining out at the pub, roasting

chestnuts over a campfire, and stopping at the

02FFSS d4K2LI St OK YaNY A LF#HX qbdhr Hackdls Ohvered  BsMohtiad)

packed full of caving. We had some fun on the
first day doing the Maga Mystery Tour in

Honeycomb, which features descending,
spiralling down, weaving
through passageway and
little squeezy bits, going
down a bit further, and then
conveniently rounding a
corner to arrive at the
entrance. Mysterious indeed

On the second day
successfully convinced som
of the others to show me EIk
River, the only streamwa
09RY Sttt (K
that, the other main ones are
just hard to get intp cave at
Buchano ¢ A ¥ A { .
roof-sniffs, is it really a cave
g2NIK R2AYy3IKE

F LILINR F OKAyYy 33X L NB a 2 NJi

controlled tapel a A A G SR T £ f ¢

Somesnaking passageway and another pitch
delivered us into the water, and the first
downstream roofsniff was not far along. There
was some hesitation in our group. It seemed
that if ever there was a cave to do a resgfiff

in, it would be this one; the cavewas sporty
and the air temperature very warm (a
surprising contrast to outside, where hot teas

=

b2y SGiKSt Saaz 0 KSNBEQa
psychological hurdle that must be overcome.

the first section brings you to (,,5t0 hyLachie Bailey)

a long pitch into BabBerger

but swinging into a small chute partway down
takes you to ElIk. The chute is small diameter
wise, but really que long lengthwise, and
takes a bit of effort to squeeze self and pack
through.

The end of the chute conveniently ends in a
two-metre pitch (presumably to filter out any
cavers not paying attention). | spent some time
precariously manoeuvring on the smadl
muddy, downwaresloping ledge above it, still
half-stuck in the squeezy chute, trying to find a
suitable orientation to downclimb in.
Eventually, hearing the next person

In this passage there were two roshiffs; as
an outandback trip, that meant four deep
breaths, four times that helmets scraped
against the roof and water lapped at eyes and
nostrils, four times that cold water r#ooded
through the collars of cave suits. It was worth
it though. The streamway &g beautiful, the
water very clear. It finished in a big rimstone
pool with water cascading over it into a sump.

Ascending the ropes back out was a welcome
way to force muscles to generate heat in a
more useful way than shivering. When | got to
the bottom of that two-metre pitch below the
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0SSy 4SAIAKAYy3I 2y 1
minds). Nonetheless (with
some anthusiastic
encouragement from certain
people who had never been
to Buchan before) we went
down some wmbat holes,
did Twigln-YaEar (Ed: the
KID has it as Twiginyaear)
without headtorches, and
rigged our way down
Gyorgidig to contribute
three more mud amals to
the collection at the bottom.

The mysterious Elk Antler formation at Elk Rijpdroto byLachie Bailey

chute, everything was
thoroughly lubricated with
mud and water. | shouldered
my pack, squarely jammed m
feet into two holds, and went
to pull myself onto the ledge.
The smooth, sloping surfacé =
and the knotted mud
masqueading as rope were
each perfectly frictionless ang
| watched my hands slidgg#

across them for a fewpgses
moments  before  falling g
straight back over the pitch.
Alex and Keith caught m
boots on their shoulders and

heaved me back up. Dripping The Potholes Reserve has beautiful sunfeti®to byLachie Bailey
mud, | forced my wathrough

the chute. It was an interesting weekend. A common

phrase said by the Melbourne crew was
aXo0SOl dza S k& antaswer g@rkid y H €
various questions as an implication that

everyone had been there at least a million

times bebre, could navigate each cave with
GKSAN) SeSa Oftz2aSRxX IyR C
bothered with the place anymore. And yet, as

On the final day, the feeling of the group we packed our cars and went to set off, plans

seemed to be that Elk River had constituted  were set to come back in a fortnight. Why?

sufficient caving for the weekend (to be fair, &2 St f> 06SOFdzaS AidGQa . dzOKI
the 7 hour drive to Melbourne may also have

Nearing the entrance of the cave in the late
afternoon, we passed a second group just
starting on their way. Some concerned
conversation and a long wait in the dark and
cold by the cave entrance after dinnerere
unfounded; everyone maalit back safely.
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AlmostDry Cagoning: Tiger Snake and

Jugglers Canyons
3rd to 5th July2020

By Chris Bradley

Participants: Chris Bradley, Michael Larkin (ISS), Priya Singh,
Lachie Bailey, Paris Capell, Oliver Andrews, Britt Brockett

This was our first club trip in almost 4 months.
Wedecided to do some dry canyons in the Blue
Mountains since it was far too cold to be
swimming and most all caving locations in NSW
were shut from either the fires or COVID. We
went up Friday night and quickly discovered
that every man and his dog(s) had@adecided
this was the weekend for the Blue Mountains,
presumably a sideffect of being stuck inside
T2N az

using was full to the brim, so we went another
20 minutes (away from the canyons) and found
an overflow campgund that was also pretty
chockers, but enough space for us. Our
neighbourshad the ingenious idea of leaving
their engine running most of the night for
heating- thankfully | had earplugs.

On Saturday we headed up to Tiger Snake
canyon. The drive thergave a taste for the
kind of scenery to expectburnt trees as far as
the eye could see. As we approached the
turnoff to the canyon, a convoy of 4 cars came
up behind making us a little worried about a
potential traffic jam inside the canyon. But
they hada quick look at the signs and decided
GKSe gSNBYyQdG dzLd F2NJ |
canyon. The walk to the canyon was quite
pleasant ridgevalking and very open, but
there was a distinct lack of theolour green.
There was some regrowth, but also lots of
plants with no regrowth at all. Tiger Snake
OFtyez2y NBIffeée akKzdz RyQi
the vegetation to properly recover.

olY

0 ¢

f2y3e ¢KS O YLIENEway We goSdwn tb.thd fiysy fidd ady

found it to be quite technical. It involved
bridging out about 5m while on rope bef®
lowering yourself and hoping not to pendulum
back into the slot and get stuck. It had me a
wee-bit worried about the rest of the canyon,
but the next pitches all proved to be less
challenging. | was expecting Lachie to get very
wet on the second pitchbut he showed off

Lodking out over the Wolgan Valley from the Tiger Snake r{dgeto by Lachie Bailey)

20



SPELEOGRAFFITI Vol.26, No.1 2020

some impressive balancing skills acrossalogto LISGNA FASRXE o6dzi L GKAY]
remain dry. The third pitch brought us out of  heightsgtheol KSN&E RARY Qi aSSyYy
the slot, so we returned to bushwalking much trouble.

G2 aAOKISftQa RAANLILRAYGLYSYUO®
) _ y The second night was a whole lot colder than

0KS FANBUGZ GKS Ay&aARS 27
over within an hour of opening it in the

morning. The cold meant we had a much

slower morning but were still on the roduly

ydonlY KSFRAY3 (G261 NRA WAz
road got progressively worse and we ended up

parking around 1km before the actual parking

lot as we were driving at pretty much a walking

pace anyway.

NY =

u
lj

The track was in very good condition all the
way to the canyon and the vegetation was all
unburnt which was a pleasant contrast to
yesterday. The first pitch was absolutely
picturesque ¢ water trickling down the

multicoloured rocks with ferns and an

abundance of greenery all round. It set the
tone for the res of the canyon as the trickling

creek and luscious plants continued
throughout. We abseiled down a slide that
jumped over a ledge with a 3m drop, then

”

View down into the Upper Tiger Snake
constriction from Piphoto by Lachie Bailey)

We had lunch in the sun before finding our way
to the next pitch. fie obvious rigging point was
I GNBS ¢S RA Rhadyiburit bddza G
we did a little exploration for another way in.
Michael was the first down and found out that
this was a pitch for headtorches. Tiptch
descended into a mesmeig snaking slot
that was 1620m tall but only 13m wide and
wiggled and windedts way for at least 50m
lengthwise. Definitely the most spectacular
part of the canyon for me. Given the lack of
light and constricted walls it felt somewhat
cavelike.

We emerged from theslot and were greeted
by some fairly thick bushashing before
finding our gully for exiting the canyon. The
gl t1 2dzi 6l ayQid G22 o6FR_SEOSLII F2NJ 2YyS Of AYO

Britt enjoying herself moments af%ér soaking
over crumbly and loose rocks that had me [ I OKA S @hoto bydzgchikBailey)
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>

A sunny paradise for lunch near the end of Jugglers Caipyunio by Chris Bradley)

abseiled through a rocky outcrop before back to the cars which was a super obvious
arriving at a much larger 20ish drop. path, although a little bit steep. After arriving

at the cars we packed up in record time, |

barely had time to get changed. To top the trip

off we did a little side trip to sethe stunning

views from PointPilcher. That roundedff a

BSNE Syzc2eloftS OlyezyAiy3
out to the Blue Mountains again.

Michael went first ad discovered (a bit late)
that he had to walk through chest high water.
Not ideal in the middle of the water, he was
absolutely freezing. Meanwhile Chris had gone
walkabout as he often does and had come
across another rigging point. There was a
resoundingyes from Michael when inquired as
to whether we should relocate the rope, and
the rest of us had a quite spectacular 30m
FoaSAt FYyR RARYyQUO 3ISiG 6Sio [dOl1Afezs ¢S azzy
emerged into some blazing sunlight meaning

Michael was no longer hypothermic.

The rest ofthe canyon continued to be

absolutely beautiful but was much less

eventful. We had lunch at the intersection of

Wdz33f SNR& yR DN}YYyR /lFye2y o0ST2NB 2dzYLlAy3a 2y
the main track and walking past gawking

tourists. We made a bit of a fool of ourselves

by going offtrack early but soon found the way

22



SPELEOGRAFFITI Vol.26, No.1 2020

Daring to Drum
11th July2020

ByMia Stone

Participants: Mia Stone, Chris Bradley, Andy Waddell, Lachie
Bailey

On aur second trip after COVID restrictions
eased we headed up to Bungonia National Park
to explore Drum Cave. One of the more
aLS OG0 Odzt F NI OF @#Sa Ay
told) it can normally only be visited for a brief
window during winter due to high
concentrations of foul air over summer. After a
forecast of rain, the day was surprisingly crisp
and clear (although it did rain while we were
underground!).

'Y F2NIdzy St @
start. Lachie and Andy went ahead to do the
rigging, leaving Chris and Mia to realise just a
fraction too late that they had no idea where

the cave entrance was. There were three

6S RARY QY migy efioh B thell gart 8 Kb invaielp F 0 S &

possible paths from the carpark. Of course it
turned out to be down the last path we tried.
Third time lucky.

Eventually there we experienced an
impressive 50m pitch, some excellent
tunnelling and beautiful chambers. We were

unable to do the second and third pitches
because of increasing foul air, although I

adza LISQu aZYS 2F dza. RARy Qi

UK Sy ik dient y B 2 N e S SOQSF\’S Yk

get back up even the first pitch, Andy because
of an unfortunate incident involving the
spraying of bat excrement up near his collar
bone)?

The ascent proved a little tricky for one
unexperienced in the art of rebelays, but with

(e

experienced and novice cavers alike emerged
intact and feeling accomplished.

Mia abseiling down the awesome 50m mostly fiteenging pitch in Drun{photo byLachie Bailey

3 Ed: weturnedaround at thetop of thesecond
pitch @0p), as even though the aivas ok,  was
getting foul.l figured the air wouldoul up on the

LIAGOK &a2YSoKSNBZ
those rebelays for no reason
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Bungonia and Marble Arch Bushwalking packed and move towards the camp, where

18th to 19th July 2020 we cookel, some ate a lot of food prepared
by others, took showers and then we went to

ByOscar Parra the tents practicing social distancing.

Participants: Oscar Parra, Austin Zerk, Chris Bradlegchie
Bailey, Andy WaddellChris Bradley, Lisa Bradleyargaret
Bradley

Day 1. Bungonia National Park.

The trip started at 0800 in front of ANU Sport.
We divided the luggage betweehe cars and
started heading to Bungonia National Park.
Once in place we unpéed, set up the tents
and headed to the starting point of the walk.

Stoneskipping on the Shoalhavéphoto by

We started a quick descending around 1000 Lachie Baildy

into the Bungonia creek where we had an
amazing view of the walls of the canyon. Once  Day 2. Deua National Park.
at the bottom we headed towards the
Shoalhaven River, §ir by crossing big white
rocks, and once out of the canyon we walked
following the creek, surrounding beautiful
green and blue ponds on the way through.
After a couple of kilometres, we stopped to
have lunch in front of a big turquoise pond.

Starting at 0700 we dismantled the camp and

headed towards Berlang Campground in Deua

National Park. We stomgul in Braidwood to

have a quick breakfast on the wajt Berlang

S YSO 6AGK / jgiNeBusOR Tl YAT €
the walk.

We started fording the Shoalhavéiver and
after a quick resetup we started walking
towards Marble Arch passing by The Big Hole.
After a Friendly and beautiful flat walk in the
middle of the bush we got inside Marble Arch,
where we had lunch, and some went to
explore other small caves inside.

The awesomaevalls of Bungonia Slégfanyon
tower above ugphoto byLachie Bailey

Once fed, & followed BungoniaCreek uriil

we met with the Shoalhavenirr and had a
fun time throwing flat stones and making
them jump over the water. After taking
group picture and a couple of tired arms, we i b5 o
started to return following theWVhite Track. Marble Arch canyolphoto bylLachie Bailely
We madeftto the carparkaround 1700.

b

After lunch we had fun around the rock

Once there, we set up the abseiling gear to formations of the creek for a while before
practice some ropework. We picked a pitm heading bak to thecarpark Once regrouped
Hogans Wall angracticed a bit of rigging, at Berlangwe headed to Canberra and made

knots, and descending on rope. After that we it to the city at 1800.
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Twas Indeed a Really Long Gully
25th July 2020

ByClaud Tomkins

Participants:Claud Tomkind.achy Deakin, Lachie Bailey, Oxana
Repina (SUSS), Corey Hdman, Michael Larkin (ISS), Cecily Reid,
Paris Capell, Chris Bradley, Andy Waddell,

LGQ&d cYonlY FyR KSNBB
ANU Sport in what felt likés degree weather.
Ly 02YS&a RSOA&aA2yYy 2yS
car with the check engine lighan, or take
hEFYyFQa tAGGES ol yR
hatchback. Hatchback it is. One and a half
hours later, here we were standing on the edge
2F |
perched on the top of a hill, one wheel in the
air, tyres spinningHowever, with a couple of
FdaSyLiiaz FyR
we safely made it to the carpark where we
would start the walk out to the Long Gully
Canyon.

After a short walk that aided in bringing our

body temperatures up above freezing, we
reached the first abseil. However, after

searching the area high and low for an anchor
and coming up empty, out came the trip notes:
GGKS FANRG FoaSAt Aa

Fo2dzi pY o0F 01 2V

dA GS NHZZ3SR RA NI

| adr@sdzfie Shoxliravems (Mdd Kespecy).

iKS

recommencedg high, low, left, rightcX | y R

GKSY 6S FT2dzyR AGd | 23 SOSND
GKS tSTié¢ oKSNB Al gl a YSI
it was, sitting at the bottom of the drop. But

fear not for we had brought MacGyver. A

couple minutes later Michael had thrown a

rope around a pointy part othe cliff face,

Ladded la &oupie bflrofkR anyfap forsalrie axkrR S

safety, and made his way to the bottom of the

abBeil. e YerdRdack h businegEsbwe[use® K A S Q a

a bm tape to construct the anchor, but

fretngved iti adterwards, &s tha IN&ndaytienifor

a natural anchor has very poor abseil

dynamics. It needs bolts.

NRI R |a EFYylFQ
Lucky for us the remapnlng 8°or so aabse|P went

at lot more smoothly. The next couple of hours

al a

F RYANI of &%

fi({i |{h a 52m étunnl %l NI S
views, a few wet shoes, an an of scramb,'

over loose rocks. Andlthough there was fear

we would be walking out in the dark after the

delay of the first abseil, we had made it down

the canyon by lunch. This left us with ample

time enjoy the view, soak in the sun, and do a

bit of exploring. Perhaps we had too much

time, as Oxana and Andy found themselves

taking a dip in the freezing cold water to swim
'y OK 2 NJ
aSI NOK

tSTiéeéd ¢KS

The audience watching a rather sketchy P1 being riggledto byOxana Repina

25



SPELEOGRAFFITI Vol.26, No.1 2020

Paris descending the extremely impsive 60m P2ohoto by Oxana Repiha

Then suddenly all the fun and games where
over. The moment we had been dreading the
entire day was upon us. It was time to walk out.
LiQa ar¥S G2 alre GKIF G
elevation over 1km was my ledstvourite part

of the day, however, after much huffing and

puffing we were out of the canyon and cruising

along back to the carpark. Once there we were

greeted by Chris, wd had taken a different

NEKE&I S padz@SNI A DNRSNSGEINBD2 2
work from the first drop, and carrots were

passed around. All in all, it was a great day.

Looking upstream to the Blockup Gorge on the Shoalhgveot¢ by Oxana Repiha
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