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·On American Independence Day, after a Bruee Hal,l 3a.ll and a :3ruee 
Hall breakfaot five eager newconers und four old hands eobarked for 
Wee _Jasper. · ·mat. classic int~oduction to cavine, No.4 Extension of 
The Dip, was the f;i..iet port .. of .call. · N.U .s .s. ta well-proved tru~y 
old faithful rope 'ladder · aafe,ly conveyed everyqne ~own a~d up the 
20' pitch.· Unfort~_nately,· hOW.ever, two initi~tes .were defe(ted in 
their co~tition with nature 1 a obst~cie~ when they failed to.penetrate 
the fissure, and displayed shocking sportaoanship by dee~rting their 
tea.m:-oateo to go buahwalf.dn~~ The others, thoueh) thoroughly enjoyed 
their new-found sport. · · · · · 

· . That afternoon* having located the entrances to two ther~l pool 
c~ves1- the reot of the party entere'd one in the baokyard of a Wee Jasper 
resident., The warn interior atmoap!:J.e:re wa!'J a welcom relief froo the 
fre~z~ng' oh~;ery conditions outside arid a refreshing swin in one pool 
proVided a fitting oli~ to a vieorou9 day 1s · sport. After recordinz 
.t~e te.::-.lperature of the p~ol in our score-book, the party reluctantly 
le~t itw tmder..c;round SpQr'ta. arena. . .. . 

.. : As we had ~in~ prily for a brief lool-< at one o:f the . ther~l pool 
:.:: cave o, a thoroug~ inepecti_on is war_ranted ·and a.nc;>ther··trip is ._planned 

~il'the !).ear_ future~- . .. ·J · .. • 

Neville King • 

.. . An ~ttenpt wao nade to ''cli:ob ·~p int~ ·t he upper r~.~hee of the large 
cha.nb~r so:ne 100 1 beyond t he opera House T'Jall:_ ' .. The ~tte.opt was succeao
fnl i n .. th~t t h e u pper retich.e-s were reached with th~ aid of pi 'tone. 

-~ . However, the roof ma.nder on which we hac pinned qtil;' ··bopes of •going11 

turned out to be a failure. The oeander was cho'!!.ed at one end with 
cave fill. The other end ia still to be investigated but ' ds . Dog 1 o 
Leg ia now conpl~tely flooded and in all probability will renain so 
until next year~ ·all further atteopts have been abandoned. Interesting 
finds were 4 - 6" lona aragonite needles in ·huge clusters all in the 
upper reachea and large nuobero of dead bats, identified as Horse ohoee 
by the C.S.I.R. O. a live banded horseshoe wao also found. The band 
caoe fron t he Runidy Crib, about three Dilea away. The presence of 
horoeshoeo ia extreDely intereatine as these bats do not venture oore 
than 200-300 1 i nto a cave. This oeena to indicate another entrance 
to Doa 1 o Le g , one we have yet to find . 

D.Fenn. 

BUNGONIA. 

At 9. 30 p .n. on Friday t h e 10th of July, a party of cavers · set out 
towards Gou l burn. .Anong then were Andrew Spate and Terry Evans, two 
c.s.s~ ~~nbers. ·The N.u.s .s. ca~ero were David Fenn, Neville Kine , Ian 
Raine, Peter Swan, Geoff Marcbant, David Moore, Michael Henry and Georc e 
Footer. 

Fron Goulburn a right h and t ur n eastward took us to Bungonia, 
on. A abort 7 n ile a furth er, brought us into t he cave o ountry. 
the night was unuaually warn , a ca.op fire was lit; and at about 
the party retired for the night ( ?) • 

Breakfast next norning was at 7 a.o . 

16 oile o 
Although 

2 a.c. 

The Drun Cave was situated about - 1 nile froo our caoping spot~ oo by 
10 o'clock we were ready to start caving . 

About 30 yards off t he road, the aide of the hill drop o ·away in a 
aheer line otone cliff 40 1 hi gh . Beneath a slieht overhanc, nose-covered 
roch a lead down into a n oder ate-aized ch o.nber. To t he right ia a blanlt 
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wall -to the left a vertical drop of 150 ft. 
Joi~ed later · on by Bill Price, the nore experienced neribers of the 

group prepa~ed for the lone descent by ladder: 
160 ft. of wire ladder was lowered froo a ledge at the top of the 

Dru:w. David Fenn was the first to try the deocent; belayed down on 
the end of 200ft . of rope, Two bouro later Terry1 Andrew·Neville 
and :oyoelf were standing on the floor of this .. w :oooth hole 1 after a 
physically exhauoting deecent . · · · 

. Vlhen I reacted the end of the ladder, the c.s.s . nenbers had 
. nanaged to net S or: 4 !;lata. A little explorin-3 was oo:omenoed, down a 
passage which led deeper into the hill.- I1ow~ver t h is was out abort 
by a drop further along ti::e passage of 10 or 12 feet • 

. Exploration of another tunnel .leading fron the bottoo of the Drun 
yielded a nunber of giant rioatone pools (dry). TI•e Crescent shaped 
and circular walls were up to 1511 high. · · · 

Thio was the end of the Drun e~cursion as far as exploring was 
concerned. · Then began the. clit:lb back up the ladder, This was far 
:nore difficult" than the de soent, and too!{ ne ab out 20 ninutes, Care 
mat be. taken when lowering the rope that it does not pass through 
a rung of the ladder. · .Neville learnt thio only too we 11, when he had 
to clinb bacl-~ do\m 40 feet of hanging ladder - a hie;hly frustrating 
ni sf or tunc o · 

It was now 4.30 p.:u. Aftex: tea, at about 6 p,n. 1 cave No.B16 waa 
entered. ~vo ladder deocents .of 30 feet oach broucht the party to a 
narrow .-. hwe 1 passage • At .the end of this a . snall hole disappeared 
into the floor; and a narrow crac·k at eye-level led off to the right • 

.. The crack opened out a little to 2 feet wide; . and virtually went 
straight for about' 20 feet. Approxinate ly,two hour a was spent in and 
about thio fioGUre, exploring. Via a m .. mber ·o·:r-rather tortuous ascento 
and deocen:ts a larger ci,J.·rc.rn was reaQhed, but not entered, as another 
ladder or rope would be required~ Thio aeens to be very· prooising 
exploratory work; and thq~e.-wh.o entered .the far end of B16 are nost 
keen to press on and see where this just accessible cavern leads, 

i::.t nic1rinht on the Saturday 1 the rep..aininc oar load ·of cavers 
returned. · · 

Mich ae 1 Henry. 

\ . '; 

'I' 

\J· .. \f\1. ~-o'l · .. \.... . .... ' / .. 

. ' 




