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'Cn Awverican Independence Day, after a Bruee Hall Ball and & Bruee
Hall breakfast five eager newcomers and four old hands embarked for
Yee Jasyer._ ‘That classic 1ntroduct10n to cavxng, No,4 BExtension of
The Dip, was the flrst port . of call, N.,U.S.S.'s well-proved trusty
old faithful rope ladder’ safely conveyed everyone down and up the
20! pitch,  Unfortunately, however, two initiates were defeited in
their cormetition with nature'!s cbstacleg when they failed to penetrate
the fispoure, and displayed shoéking sportsmanghip by desertlnﬁ their
team—mates to go buahwalklng. The others, though; thoraughly enjoyed
their new-found sport. = -
"_ Thet afternoon; havinﬂ locaﬁed the entrances to two thermai pool
caves, the rest of the party entered one in the baokyard of a Wee Jasper
regident., The warn interior atmosphere was & welcome relief from the

. freezingy showery conditions outside and o refresplnr gwin in ome pool

provided a fitting clirax to a vigorous day's sport, After recording
. the temperature of the pool in our gcore-book the party reluctantly

] _leftitt undersround sports’arena,

" As we had time only for o brief looP at one of the thermﬂl pool

 ;;"caveﬂ, a tborouvz 1ngpect10n 1s warranted and anotuer trip 1s planned
. 1in ‘the near, future i

 Neville E{ing .
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o s atteamt wes nade to ¢limb up into the unper reachel of the large
2 chamber some 100! beyond the Opera Houge TTall, ' The atte“pt was succesns—
ful in that the upper reaches were reached with the aid of pltona.

" However, the roof reander on which we had pinmed our hopes of *going"

* turned out to be a failure, The reander was choxed at one end with
cave £ill, The other end ip ptill to be investigated but as Dog's

Leg is now corpletely flocded end in all probability will remain so
until next yesr, all further attempte have been abandoned, Interesting
finde were 4 — 6" long aragonite needles in‘huge clugters all in the
upper reaches and large numbers of dead bats, identified as Horse choes
by the C,5,I,R,0. A4 live banded horseshoe was also found, The band
came frowm the Hunidy Crib, about three miles away, The presence of
horgeshoen is extrerely interesting as these bats do not venture nore
than 200 - 300' into a cave, This seems to indicate another entrance
to Dog's Leg, one we have yet to find,

D,Fenn,

BUNGONIA

At 9,30 p.n, on Fricday th 10th of July, a party of cavers set out
towards Goulburn,  Among then were Andrew Spate and Terry Evans, two
C.5.8; rembers, ‘The N,U,8.8, cavers were David Fenn, Neville King, Ian
Raine, Peter Swan, Geoff larchant, David Mocre, Michael MHenry and George
Fogter.

Fron Goulburn a right hand turn eastward took us to Bungonia, 16 umiles
on, A ghort 7 miles further, brought us into the cave countiry. Although
the night was unusually warn, a caump fire was lit; and at about 2 a,nm,
the party retired for the nlcht (?).

Breakfast next morning was at 7 a.n.

The Drunm Cave was situated about ~{ nile from ocur camping spot, so by
10 o'clock we were ready to start caving,

Abont 30 yards off the road, the gide of the hill drops away in a
sheer lirmegtone cliff 40' high., Beneath a slight overhang, moss—covered
rocks lead down into a noderate—sized chanber, To the right is a blank
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wall - to the left a vertical drop of 150 ft.

Joined later on by Bill Price, the mnore experienced meubers of the
group prepered for the long descent by ladder:

180 £t, of wire ladder was lowered from a ledge at the top of the
Drun, David Fenn was the firet to try the descent$ belayed down on
the end of 200 ft. of rope, Two hours later Terry, Andrew Neville
and nyself were standing on tbe floor of thls meupoth hole, after a
physgically exhaustlnw degeent,

When I reacted the end of the 1adder, the €.5.S, merbers had
‘nanaged to net 3 or 4 baws. A little explorlnu was oommenced, down &
pessage which led deeper into the hill,” However thlﬂ wag out short
by a drop further along the passage of 10 or 12 feet,

_ Exploration of another tunnel leading from the botton of ‘the Drun
y1elged a marber of giant. rinmstcne poels (er). The Crescent shaped
and circular walls were up to 15" high., o Solr

Thig was the end of the Drun excursion as far as exploring was
concerned. =~ Then began the clirh beclk up the ladder, This was far
nore diffieult than the desocent, end took re about 20 minmutes, Care
mst be taken when lowering the rope thet it does not pass through
a rung of the ladder, Neville learnt this only too well, when he had

~to climb back down 40 feet of hanglng ladder - & thhly frustratlng
nigfortune,

Tt wes now 4,30 Plolly After tea, at about 6 p,n., cave No.B316 was
entered., Two ladder descents of 3@ feet each brought the party to a
‘narrow "lewvel pasmage., ' At the end of this a.emall hole disappeared
into the fleor; and a narrow crack at eye-leVe1 led off to the right,
The crack opened out a little to 2 feet wide, and virtually went
straight for about 20 feet, Approxinmately two hours was spent in and

about this fissure, exploring, Via a nunber of rather tortuous ascents
and descents a larper carern was reached, but not entered, as another
ladder or rope would be required, Thls peena 1o be very prouising
- exploratery work; and those-who entered the far end of 216 are most
 keen to press on and- see where this just accessible cavern leads,

Lt ulgripht on the uaturday, the remaining car load of cavers
returned i

Michael Henry,






