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Well, here we are at the beginning of ancther yeagr, the olub's llth,.There
is a new editor who is enthusiastic (?), and willing to punch out a
few nevsletters during the year - provided that he has support. The
support he is looking for comes in many forms: s
— writing articles
-~ leading trips (so that trip reports can be written)
- writing trip reports ik s A =5
. - drawing maps, cartooris, covers : 2
- typing, colating andﬁaddressing=newélétters - 1o name but
' g fewy,, . iecower 3 " e .
thus.-he-i% haping all members.of the clib will be able to help him.
As a number-of pécple realise, this - is the first nevsletter published
sincevlast July. Lt is hoped to put out the final issue for last year,
10 (4-6), in the near future -.this will bring the nersletbers up to
date. But,.to-de thild, articles, maps, and outstanding trip reports are

——

neaded., g

e

FHRPHFHRHRRHHRAFHR 70

High Cone Area — A short note, on location and access, .

This is a little. known area of limestone near the Junetion of Limestone
Creek and” the Goodradigbee River.1It outcrops in a 50 - 100m. wide gtrip
running parallel to Limestone Creck, e

No caves were found -in -the area, but other solution features do occus.
Howvever, perhaps more importantly, the blackberries are phenomenal (and
the fishing is not ‘to bad either). ) ' '

There are two access routes: . @i

(a) Via a good track from the mair road - passable by an ordinary
car - but you need a key for the gate.

(b) Via a very steep and 1ittle used bush track - passable by
an ordinary four-wheel drive - but you need to know ihere
to turn off.

iy ) S P L L IR R I BT
AT A A

DDT in'ﬁﬁé-Eentdwinged Bat in dustralia (cont. from page 8)
Acknowledgements © g S s =y

#e thank the NS Parks and wildlife Service for permission to collect the
bats and the Commonwealth inalyst, Dr F.E. Peters, for facilitating the
analyses, e : =

jbﬁh.ﬁfush.

R/ STNTN
. ¥
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NATIONAL UNIVERSITY CAVING CLUB.
' PRESIDENT'S REPORT 1973.

In many ways 1973 wag a typical year for NUCC. The club started the
year qulte well bt as usual died away to virtual non-existence by
thlrd term. Newsletter prodbotlon, trip frequercy'and attendance on
: trlps all suffered as the year wore on, contrastlng with the wine and
cheese evenings, whlch became more popular Tlth tlme. Onc wonders if

there is any 51gn1flcance An thisar

The actual number of trips in the twelve months to the end of February
was 24. These were to 9 different aress in N.S.W., Victoria and the
M¥ullarbor plainﬁgrea_p§|$outh Avstralia. and. Western. dustralia. The

most popular areas were Yarrangobilly,. Wiyanbene. and Wee Jasper.

Perhaps the two most notable trips were the Easter trip to Buchan,

and in Aupust, the club's first ever trip to the Wullarbor. The Buchan
trip is notable in’ that some caving was actually done, in fact in
Trogdip, one of the most challenging caves in the area. Some caving
was also done on the Nullarbor, though I'm sure this was not
intensional, but rather the result '6f bdd inter-pub navigation.
Projects started -or continued through the year were the mapping and
recording of the caves et Mt. Fairy, Taemas and Rosebrook. Several
members have aISO'%Pen involved with the newly formed Yarrangobilly
Research Groap, the baqlc objective of which, is to encourage and

facilitate SYStethlC study of the Yarrangobilly Karst Area.

Production of Speledgraffiti, the club newsletter, got off to a fine
start - with 3 twenty page issues being produced in the first half
of the year, However in the remainder of the year, the pace slowed

somewhat, and we are still awaiting the last three issues for 1973.

The Library;.Apﬁft from numerocus no~sletters (including several new
ones) and a steel draver to hold index cards, there were no major

addltlons to the 11brury.

Follo ing the success of the 1972 wine and cheese evening, another

wag organised early last year. This was followed by another one late
in the year, and yet another last week, thus setting an alltime record
of 3 in about 12 months.
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In closing, I would like to thank the out-going committee and also

other members who gave their support.during the year.

John B. Brush.
President, WUCC, 1973-74.

FHNHHHHRRNH ***%-}t'—-)(— R L e T U SRRV VAV

Statement of Income And Expenditure for 1973,

THCOUE

49 membership fees @ 00500 vce v s 25 iR 0 e BT 50
Equipment hire.........................r......p.$l4.40
Supper receipts......».....;..............,..,..$28;82
Sale of iyanbene MaDSeeeerescnsatttnsrnrorensnne24.30

kefund of 4.5.P. £OB vunmsivn voveevans vasisin s 567,50

$207.72

EXPENDITURE
A.S.F. affiliation fees...,.(...................$67.50
Supper supplies.,..........................,....$46.04
Payment for carbide...........l...,..g..........@21.00
Equipment purckasos.........,....:;l.;..:;‘,....$50.@5

Telephone oalls...........;......9.....;......,.$33;2?

$168.16

(Total income + balanwe at 12.12.72) - (Total expenditure)
(207.72 + 21.11) - (168.16) = $60.67.

‘Bank balance at19.3.74.........658.75
Petty cash ab 19.3.74u.ve.vn.suf 1.92

{03

&
e

0.67 .

Signed Garth Keppie 2
: Treasurer - 1973,
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----- TR - H.U.C.C. EQUIPMENT REPORT = A5,

Following the:iﬂtrbdﬁgfion of lead;dcid lamps as club eqiupment
last year we again added to-our equipmént by.buying 5 more lamps
‘and associated spares. To improve the scope of our caving we are
trying to obtain the necessary specialist équipment , and as a
result ‘amongst Qur'équipment last year we obtained a scaling pole
and two pairs of Jumar prussikers..

Obtained: last year:- 1 X 50 laddex
5 lead-acid lamps

1 Bat*exy charger
11 tins of carbide
2pT. Jumar prussikers
o ; 1x 36" scaling pole
The club at present possesses tige follpwipg equipment:~ .

6 X 30' ladders

5 X 50 ladders

1 X 300" Nd; 4 nylon rope

FE LR v
) 2x 1200w m owow

Lol X 1200 manilla rope
10 legd-acid batteries and cap lamps
-2 Battery chargess & distritution box
9 carbide lamps :
2 first aid kits
23 bash havs =
.19 karabiners
2 pr. Jumar prussikers

1 pr. §log prussikers,

1 X 36' scaling pole

This equipment makes it ﬁosgibib_fotnﬂdfé'fﬁéﬁiaﬁé;iﬁfgéiéfip:toﬂ
run simultangouSIy, 80 -we should-start to have a larzeér number
of trips with meny nevw leaders. = gtk wd

This equipment is yours, ple@se-uee-it and care for it.

Signed :- David Hughes
4 - Equipment Officex.



VOL. 11, No. 1. SPELEOGRAFFITI MaRCH, 1974, Page 6.

THE CONMITTEE PAGE
PRESIDENT HMarjorie Coggan. . Piog Bimcatoka e, ainslie
Pemmeg | i3 9 Ph. 493084 ( ), 475242 (8).
VICE ;'PRESIDENT':Frg#kwﬁéfgersen... f'_24 AToTa Close9 Mawson.
' ' ' i Ph. 861694 (H).
SECKETARY Patrick Mooney... - . . 18 Dupén St. Deokin.
& Ph. 811254 (®).,
TRE4SURER John Purlonger... 37'¥° Master St. Scullin.
' _ © ' Ph. 493072 (W).
BQUIPMENT OFFICER John Brush... 149 Mugra Way, Redhill.
Ph. 707206 (W).
COMMITTEE MEMBERS John Mws&l R AQ Lumeah St. Narrabundsh,
: Ph. 959442 (H).

Aldo Pembrook...  Bruce Hall, A.N.U.
Michael Pryjma... Garran Hall, A.W.U.
e

RECORDS OFFICER (LIBRARTAN) Marjorie Cog~an... as above

NESZSLETTER EDITOR John Brush... ag above

. PUBLICITY David Loveband... Bruce Hall, 4.N.U.

Vel m%ﬁff%%%&rwéﬁé%ﬁb@&@ﬁﬁmﬁﬁ 755

Sociai Spectacular.

Another highly successful «ine and cheese evening was on Tuesday,
19th. of this month. The usual large selection of famous cheeses
was supplied and duly attended to. For the first time the club
experimented with the ne# invention of the !'.ine cask' instead
of the uswal fla-<ons. These proved to be very successful and the
few leftovers can no# be kept for the knzadc Day B-B Q :

It was ple wsing to see. s0 many freshers turn up and I thlnk that
there is a good chance that they'flll turn mp to any similar.
events in uhe future. 3, it GO o -

Don't forﬁet the B—B+que and visit to Cotter Cavés; BUT more

importantly, Don't forget the gear clean-up before it.
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S DOT in_the_Bgﬁt«vingéd Bat in australia

L : J.D. Dunsmore, L §,Hall, & K.H., Kottek.
(Reproduced from Selrch 5 (5; 1110-111, ilar chj A974 )

It is apparent. from'bhe “Mnstralian Acacﬂmy of Sclenﬂe réport, 'The Use of
DDT:.in Australia! (19?2), ‘that there is little- data: from which to judge
the extent to vhich non~-target species h~ve dccuvulated DDT in their
tissues. The deecribed study was 2 small attempt 0. colloct some of thig
data for one-species, an ins ectlvorous ‘bat.

#iniopterus schreibersii is a small insectivorus hat found from northern
“estern dustralia and Northern Territory, through. ceastal Queensland, .New
South Wales and Vietoria, to south-eastern 1 South. Australts - (Ride;- 1971)

It is the most common cave hat in eastﬁrn Aﬂbtrwlla, and large numbers have
been banded (Purchase, 1969). :

Information from banding . schreibersii in southmenstprn New South iales
1ndlcates that from Novenber onwards females eongregate at Church C%VP, hee
Jasper (47km WN« of. Canberra), where partuition occurs-in mld—December. By
late March most. of . the bats have alspbrseé in o coastal directi ion to form
colonles with adult males in caves and niries in the Tanges soith of
Braidwood (about 66km ESE of Cenberra). Dispersal routes are usually direct
and female and juvenile bats are knowm to lMss through Canoerra on the way
to their wintering areas. % : gl o :

It.is unlikely that:bats of this. colony, 4t eifher wee Jasper or at the
wintering areas, would feed nesr areas vhere intensive crop spraying is
carrisd out. 4 possible ‘exception is from tbé hortlcthural use of insect-
icides “in Canberra. '

During a period of 18 months seven samples of vurylnr Ui srs of bats
were collected (totalling 116 individuals). The bats sere Killed Athin a

- few hours of collection and frozen until - ‘hole-body analyses for DDT and

its metabolites were carried out. Additional bats were collected at the
time of.one. sample and maintained on & diet of meal: ormg. These were used

in an experiment to determine the amount of DDT that accurwlated in the
tlssuos of bats fed DPT until half of thb ﬁroﬁpfeither-died or'Shdwpd
Cllnlcul signe of tOYlCltyo. :

he bats were frozen (-20 C) immediately ‘fter being killed and kept

frozen vntil .ready for the anslysis. The enbire chrcase was ‘welghed, sliced
homogen;sed,nni the--fat extracted with dichloromethane énd acetone.
Pestiéides'werp .extracted in a codumn packed #+ith florisil., The pesticides
were identified by thin-layer chromatography over aluminium-oxide -coated
plates; amounts were determined by gos ligquid chromatography.

. 411 resulys have been expressed as total DDs (DDI+DDD+DDE) per hole bat.
The bats showed a very marked variation (apparentlyseasonal) in the amount
of fats in their hodies. This means that the body weight of each bhat
largely . depends on its-degree of -fatnessy The. rvesuits: shcy that the adults
havé-a fairly cons tant =zmount of Dhs in their bodies. Cakeulations show
thwt_much apparent- between-sanple- variation would be present in the results
if they vere. ﬂxpre%spd a8 DDe-per-unit.of cithe er Body. elght or fat,
Jefferies (19?2) made’ gimilar- obse?vablons in hig. sfu 1es rimDDs in bats
in England,

The t*e&ted hufu unro fcd

bout ]Jup ot DDI“‘ g dissolved
ot possible
ived less.
DT th'n 1ntended ) The. control oa = “hich unadult-
erated cbrm oil had béen injected.’Thé tfested bats eJther died of DDT
poisoning, *ere killed sho ing signs of severe toxicity, or showed no signs
of pois oning and - ere sacrificed after 20 d@ys of. trea*r ent,.The bhats that
died, and those regarded as shPJlnv snrnq of severe toxicity, all exhibited
the severe muscular **cmors that Lure*af poisoning by chlerinated
hydrocarbons. These rroups o} Tar amounts of DDs 1p their .
tlssueuTznd_aqve not bepn_sena Inthe resulte(Tablel): : =
‘The bats that received DD hnd cT,°“1V accululated quite larﬁe amounts
in their tissues. The control bats in the' expe rwneni also had considerably

-11Vaqu DDT
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UOL. Ll Wounll,
more DDs in thelr Tl sues tnan dld thp b@ts ln the third survey sample, of
“hich the experimentals were a subsmmple. Presumably they injested extra DT
folldwing their:- contanination . ith corn oil confaining DDT from the fur of.
the treated bats: Possibly tre corn: oil contalned ”;Sl”nlflGJPt qmount of
DOT. £
The five samples of adult bats (88 aninals) had’: “ﬂan'of 15.%ug DDs in
their bodies; in contrast, the tis 0 samples of 1bvonﬂe bﬂtb_(?a ‘animals)
showed only 8.8ug IDs per bqﬁ:’Prasum ably this dlffcrence rollects durﬁtlon
of injestion of DDT and it.is interesting that, +he juveniles- (cnly 2L iR
months old) had already aécumulated so much. e were unable to further V'I
classify the adults by age so cannot tell hether the oldest hats hﬁi tho
rnost DDs or whether an equilibrium point as reached,

Miniopterus.schreibersii is & quite long-lived animsl (1n thc last 5
years the justy-Bat-banding Scheme has found 25 examples of banded in- i
dividuals living more that 10 years). Hence it ie probable that the’ 5pecles -
is adapted to & low'rate of adult. mortality and any factor notontlally .
capable of* increasing the adult:death rate is very important. Despite the
mich larger mean amounts of DDT and its tietabolite in the treated group off
bats than in the wild-sampled ones there is evidence that the hats in fhla )
area could be in some dﬂn{er if their rate of injestion of DDT increasesy’
One of the DDP-treated bats was sacrificed when near death (the bat could -
not fly or cravl and showed severe continual . trenors) and' contained 255uF :
DDs. The minimum amount that can he accurulated in the tissues and ‘tolerated
is clearly less than this, and in the .i1ld conditions nay bhe con51der°biy
less. One of the ild bats sampled contained 56ug of DDs. This suggests
that there may well bhe some wild bLtD contllnnnw some+%1pg Ppprbachlng _
& minimal lethal dose of DDs. S

The only comparable study is that of Jefferies (1972) who examined DDT
residues in a variety of insectivorcus bats in England. The only data for
~hole-body residues in that paper ig a series of 7 bats (of 4 specles)
vhich contained an averare of 18, 6uﬂ DDs. This appears similar to- ocur flndlngs
but Jdefferies' bats vere all of much smaller species s the data are not
strictly comparable but suggest the iust. bats are injesting less DDT than
those in England.Jéfferies . (1072) also condncted some DDT f@edlﬂp experiments
quite similar to ours. Some of his bats died containins less than 150ug of
IDs, but again, they were much spaller Bpe cies of-hats so thwt our results
are in gecd asreement. : ek

The most comprehensive study aof organochlorine insecticides could be a
major factor in the reported decline in thé bat population of Europe. The -
evidence from our study does not suggest thst the particular bat population
studied is at present endangered but we believe levels of DDs -are suffic=-
iently high to ceause concern. It should also be rememhered that this bat
population is not in an area +here organcinsecticides are used intensively.

TABLE 1
Date site n Main “Mean Body Mean ‘Total DDs
Class Jeight Fat - (ug)
1971-04-04 Wee Jasper 15  Adult 12,840.6 5.6 £1.5 14,54+3.2
1971-05-17 Hajor's Ck 1657 4 10009 13.145.2 13.547.0
Cleatmore & ' : ;
1971-09-10 Marble Areh 20 4 11,140,7 3.442.0 15749243
1972-02-11  Wee Jasper:'» Ld  -Ji -7 TI.T3T.T 2:005b 6o D432
1972-0%-24___Wee dasper . “LIT,. J . 12.990.8 5.912.8 10.5+4.2
1972-06-23 'Ma¥ble Arel i 15 AT iRgEET o7 28.34+2.8 v 5. 285. 0
#)12-07-18  Cleatmore 235 A " 15.641,4 22.4+5.0 19.0.13%.3%
TABLE 2 i
Mean_Boay ™ * Nean % Total DDs
_ Weight v mae o T e
Treated Group 8 15.542.,0 RSB 680+262
Control Group 7 TEaa9Lln2 QLS8 40.2+416.6
REFERENCES: ' ;

See page 2, this issue.
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~ IRIP RBEPORTS SHQTION
BLACK _LIST

Trip reports have not been done:for the following trips.
- " +JOHN FURLONGER . - Mt., Fairyy mid 1973.
JCHN FURLONGUR — ~ Hullarbor; iug.1973. o
JOHN FURLONCE = Yarrangobilly, Nov~1973. (YRG trip)
JOHN FURLONGER = Yarrangobilly, Xmas-New Yeam. (YRG trip)
‘DAVID HUGHES - - ‘iyanbene (Fresher trip), 9 March,
JOHN FURLONGER® - Mt. ¥airy, 16 Karch,

FRHR RN R H IR HE

YARRANGOBILLY,: (YRG Trip). 2 — 3rd. February.

Party: John Brush, Marjorié Coggan, John Turlonger, Henry Shannon,
Mike Owen, Ken Mitchell, Bruce Radke and friend, Alan Harding
and three friends. Ao, :

This was to have been a weekend of solid digging in Bast Deep Creek
howrver rain”dampened our ‘enthusiasm about this idea, and after some
debate it vas decided to dig 'in North Glory. _

s -The ‘rangers' permission was' sought, subsequently granted and soon
after the dig commenced, in a meandering stream passage branching from
the Smugglers section.: S Ry .

Henry: Shannon and John Furlonger went dorm to the river to collect
some’ fluorescein buzs while the rest did the dig. The numbers may
seern:large, but were just about right for the long bucket brigade

. Tequired. Digging was slow in the sticky clay but SOMe Progress was

vumade - about. 3m. before calling it giuts. _ )

Sunday arrived and was fairly dry, 'thus East Deep Creek was entered,
there wag'a fair amount of ‘water in the stream’ passaze and hence the
trip in‘was rather 'uncomfortable!, e

Once at:the end digging began’'in earnest. Unlike Glofy,_there_was
no rud-to!lspeak: of, *but cobbles arc not the best thing to dig either.
Once again gbout 3 ~ 4m. of passage was uncovered before siving up for
the day. - The-passage is about 2m. wide and dropping fairly steeply.
No water is present on the surface but is thought to be'seeping.
through the gravel below. ' ' : “

H

L= pa

" John Brush,

SR LR L IR T T S ]
il e ot sl oI i

YARBANGOBILLY, (YRG Teip). W07 iiiiiiiiag . 1740, Febwusry.

Party; John Brush, Marjorie Coggan, John Furlonger, Bfucg@géggé;-
Leon -~ , & Geoff - ,

On the Saturday a traverse was done through the Smugglers section,
the recently done dig and then out to the entrance, At tre same time
4% the same time John Furlonger, Bruce Radke et al went doin to the
-river to retrieve some fluorescein bugs from the Y44 area. :

On the Saturday John Furlonger and Bruce Radke wvalked dovn the river
from-Yans Crossing to Y46; to retrieve further bugs, then they went
up to Eaglenest where. ‘Bob Niehol'andiﬂndy Spate were surveying.

Meanvhile, a survey:(CRG 6) was done of.a small hole opposite
Y13 (on west side and about same level above.river). 4 surface trav-
erse between Y13 and Y78, Y79 was then done, the aim being to more
accurately determine the position of these two new small caves,

John Brush,
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U _EE JASPER i) bl iy Beltunay

Sk oo P SR S

Party: Mike Owen, John Brush, Don Finch;_Bdrry-wééﬁs, Doone Wyborn.

A Tuesday evening trip into Punchbowl“Ca%e for a spot of light caving
after a hard day's work “with the BMR. The entrance pitch was rigged
and subsequently climbed, everyone being down by 10,00 p.m, The ¥UCC
standard round route was taken: pitch chamber, ballroom, far chamber,
strevberry ‘shortcut, Loxin chamber, slippery dip, laundry shute, far
chamber) ballroom, pitéh chamber. vl TegERe e iR

Nothirig of 'any real interest happened, tho 1. gorie difficulty was
experienced by some in setaling Some of 'the 'spall” climbs’ which abound.

The surface was reached about 15QQ§;m. aﬁﬁ we: then headed back to
camp some 7 miles away. o LA : =

BALECAB. CETs

.BEE JASPER (Fresher Teip) Piuncke  ?2nd. Harch.
Partj: John Brush,'Mgfjbrie Gdggﬁhijhil & Charmein Shepherd, David

Loveband, David Calaby, alan Harding, Mark Rickebts, Laura
Beacroft, anne Tassie, John;Eiseman,”GarﬁhnKeppieg Jack Claff.

This was the annual Wee:Jasper fresher trip., This year thé trip was
somewhat different than normal in that instead of the usual thousands
(hundreds?) on the trip, there were only 15 - probably the result of
not having a vigorous advertising campaisn during O-teeck. How every :
this worked to our advantage (as huge numbers are a bastard t6 handle,
' to say nothing of the time spent in belaying om 1addersi, and in theory . .
1t should have been a giick trip. =~ g ST S

In practice however, 60.000 scouts can cause any theory to burst at
the bottlenecks.. The hottleneck was of course the entrance - piteh -

a group was met coming out as our three groups (in theory stassered -
in prictice:not) were on the way in. In ‘the cave the wsudl loop was
followed by group 1 (J.B., M.C. etc.) bub the other two STOUpS. were
nore adventurous (or vas it lost) and kept appearing from all around,

first behind, then in front, and then both, However, 'all people

eventually returned to the pitch chanber, and from there (eventually)
to the surface. (Two groups were met entering the cave as we were leav-
ing, and it took over two hours to gat everyone either up or dnxn.)

John Brush.

HR KK KKK KRNI HH NI IR

YALRANGOBILLY - (YRG TRIP) T ~ 7' 9 - 10th. March,

Party: John Brush, liarj Coggan,-iNUCC), Joe Jennings, Bob Nicholl,
' #ndy Spate and others from (¢SS, John Taylor and others from
Bega.. s ¢ 5 [ 2

The basic.aim of this trip was to'pit a welr and gauging station in
Y46, The basic problem was thought to bhe the carryinc downhill of
the gear (pipes, sheet metal, cement, tools, Tecorder, generator,
power drill and sawv, cement water proofér, etev). However this was
accomplished with otly minor delays, ‘the miin problems were with the
building of the weir itself - the diversion pipes were not large
enough to take the full flow of the streanm, and the sandbag coffer
dam lesked, j it IS : PRETH ' :

On the Sunday Joe Jemnings, Aindy Spate, and Bob Nicoll and Jim
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were lefft to the »eir building, while Mar] and I intended to survey ¥Y80.
However the (€SS miner's dial would not fit Joe's tripod, thus killing
that idea. 42 then decided to fully explore it.

4 hole in the floer mentioned by the original "discovers! Uﬂ. Bell
and N. Call) dropped 6 metres to a small chamber with no obvious leads
- a boot print was found down the hottom of this previously thought
unentered hole. A similar (but much tighter) hole nearby dropped a
gimilar distance into a sinilar chamber, but lacked the foot print,
in aven at the inner end of the wave was climbed and was about 12
metres higher than the floor level of the main charber.

Returning to Y46 - e found the weir progressing tut slovly and as
they were in need of no assistance we left for the cars; noticing a
fire on the west side of the gorze on the way back - apparently the
remains of a 70,000 acre soatzal burn the previous week.

John Brush.

T FATRY 13th March
Party: John Brush, Marj Coggan & John Biseman

Being a holiday,it vas thought the best way to spend Canberra Day
was to go to Wyanbene., This as to have been a photographic trip
but a slight Fise in the water level at the Shoalhaven ford forced
us to go elsevhere.

Sometime later we arrived at Mt Pairy and headed for the main cave.
This had water flowing in it and there was evidence of recent flooding
in the outer passages. After doing a'round trip' through the cave
we returned to the nain entrance and then reentered the cave throush:
the nearby mime adit. It appears wombats have taken over control of
the mine adit and nearby passages.

John Brush

ST
WMABLE ARCH 23rd, HMarch

Party: Mar] Cohgaﬁl John Brush, Sally Rigden, Brian Cheetham, David
Hughes, Sue CGlark, Jenny Clark, Sue Norrie, Michael Pryjma,
Mike Smith, ildo Penbrook, John Masala.

4fter odr normal latish start, we arrived out at the ford to find
the river quite high. Passengers were made to walk and the drivers took
the cars across withcut mishap, except that Renaults, unlike Morris's,
don't float on fluid. ifter a quick drain we headed on to Marble Arch.

wWhile some ate an early lunch others rigzed abseil romes snd a
ladder into the gorge and the firvst of the freshers went over the edge.
Only ocne or two had decended when the rain began and continued for the
rest of the day. The abseilers and climbers persevered for a vhile in
the rain then everyone headed down into the gorse and entered the main
cave., After a lot of crawling those who entered sa most of what there
was to see then made their -wy hack up to the top of the gorge. By
thig time it was metting late so we packed up and left, hoping to cross
the ford before it got too dark. We then headed back to Canberra for a
bar-begue at the Clark residence.

iarjorie Coggan.
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