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We are pieased to aru1ounc e that
1'spele ografflti" for .ltyears has
eFoteric band of cavexs '
,A,n apolosv must be offered for the lateness of this first issue
;i;fi;'#e":*"nrti",-*ro"t.lt.te1v' js mainly bhe result of apath/
." t[. "p"Ji of most'nenbers (particularty. trip leaders) who in

"Lrtiitt'"i"uu 
have failed to iubnit reports as requixed by

regulation B5 of the Club.

on a moxe positive lote' T hope tha'b ttrrough the.rcenainder of the
vear "spe,L'eoeraffiti" will be built .rp into a Aoing ard viabfe
i,;;;" ;i-;h;'r:ij.c;c. To assist rhjs' it would be anpreciaLed if
anione with Teports. articles or iokes they v{ould like to see in
ini 

"""i 
issue'(trop6futty early septenber) could p1ace thea in- the

CavinE Club box irr the Sports Union' this should alleviate tt1e
profrlSu of lleople trying- t o track &e down to hand T0aterial i11'

This year I lope r.a-t we will see an increase in the nL-ooer o-f
tri.ps" over lasl vearrs effort. lhis is the liail] reaso! the club
exi-!ts. and so t; provide infornation for members about ttris, na!-
of several popula.rl caves haYe been repxoduced. later in this issue
iriprrea oir'rion t'Irellctiteir ltlagazine). Included 1s a description
of frvanbene Cave. As well as providing a Yaluable reference
uo,o;t, tn""" maps should help ieaders who did r'Iot go on sone trips
to visualise wheie the parties went aE described .in their reports'

lfhi1e on the subiect of trips' I should point out to &enbers tl]at
lrhey oo -lot need 1,o wait fol" an organised trio by o-/e of our
regllar leaders. If you are interested in doing a trip, donrt
sli arourid on your backside liaiting for something^to happen - go
out and organi-ie one yourselfl our equj'pnent officer, John
llasala, sh;uld be coniacted to get the necessary gear' wllile maps,
can be-obtained from acting librarian Peter Hart, How to conltac'l
these people is deltailed elsewhere in the naga.zine,

Thanks for help in ihe production of this issue nust go to Peter-.
Hart ( our Vicel?resident, Publicitlr Officer and Actlng librarian" )

who conpleted the tj-me-c6nsumlng and wearing task of trarsfering
the naps onto stencj 1s.

Good cavj.ng for the rest df the year' f want to see nou at our
next trip.

2.
JWI-I_9I6.

at last the firsi iseue of
arrived in the hands of our

I,{atthew Webber,

EDJ-oR.
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.rho *6-+i-- o 1€ ^ 6 r- +1-6 1r-' e:.- T,6--',-e RoOn I onvPcr su au

F?2nt aF.oa-sdr uas i the C1-air,

Apol ogies - ,1arjo-ie Coggan
Rod SDal"l's '

Minutes oi the iast A.G.M. lvere read and acceptecl - Jobll llasala
. olm 6un_ onger o

?residentrs report presented by Frank Sergersen and accepted -
Ir"-k 3e-ge-sen.

Treasurerts feport precented by ?atrick L{ooney - l;22'13 i1l bank
ac c oullt .

- ... .fo/l n,\7id l.v^4ch

Ec.Luipment Offlcerts report presented by J' I4asafa ancl accepted -
?eter Har.t.

All pos'tiors \4ere Lhen declareo ole4 anq L^e -[ol olring oa]"so"1s
elected to ibe 1976/77 executive and conmittee.

lrnT 11 lf^ I lqDaTfnaaa Fo .r- t

fre sa ctertr
Vice-President
Treasurer
S tr ^7tr+errr1r^..ihna-+ n ffi ^ai
Conuittee llenbers (r)

l',! ewsrerrer xctrror
libraria.Ja

,JIJTX 1976

THE NAII O1{AI

Joh.n llasala H. 959442 '$. 61315i
?eter Hart E. A1,331'1
lavj-d Bowden H, 49A214
Bron$Xrn fr'inter ,A Corlr la.n Huts
J ohn . osala (as ' bov-)
?eter C onians
Joh.n Furlonger
Rod .A,nderson (position is at presentr

vaca:rrl: )
llatthew l,{ebber ln. 28 Burrt on Hal-1
Rod Anderson (position is at preselt,

1.. r l-i ^rro I

Sports Un:o. i$eeting - fu""ouy, 2irq ua]^ch'
Thos-- a.tten.l ilro - ,Iohn Masala, David Bowderl? ?elter I{art.

nr1.i^ R^^,^.n ^ ) To..t'i lihd .lii..- ir? mam\a--
- discussion held, Advertlse activities more.

lral14 Bergersor. +o John '{asala.
I'Vhat is haDpening to equipment that hasn't arrived from
u, s..{, ?n.
Jolm n4a,sala r,'rilf chase up,

f\I.3. S:-cc A.0.lI" Lr :s equi orietl!. has arrived. Fo- dFrai- -, se^
-quipnent 0-[ f ice:ts reDo-t. )

Yacant )
Peter Hart
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= ?eter Conans 20-2'1st l,Iarch to lendethera
.^!- l[asa1a.

?at Xlooney

COI,IING TRI?S
IEF-6?-ffi;e;1'r, )

. 1. landrover Club

, .3, Wee Jasper -
4, I{yanbene -
5 " lushr,valking

Next General Me et j-ng

The neeting closed at

1O-1 1th April Rod Sparkes

- David Sowden.

12th Ap1:11" 8.00 P. n.

9. ,o p. r1'

PRnsrpENT I s R!3@_lqB 192:

1975 yas been a quiet and s onewhat difficult year for the XTati ol1al
uirii-e="ity cavin! club witn onry a relatively- sma11 (about 12)
nuober of trips haviilg been rul' New meinbers and prospec-trve
nenbers of th6 club aie rerninded that the leve1 of actiYity of anJ'
club ls directly related to the a"ilount of interest and erthusiasn
shovm by irhe bulk nembersldp,

The nu.nber of trips rr1n durilg 1975 ri]n:j.s lndicates a general 
-lethargy anongst roenbers, a situation which it is hoped will be

reraedied in the 1976 caving year. .

?reparatlcrl for the Australian Speleologica,l tr'ederationrs '11th
Bleinial convention to be helc. at chxistnas time 1976 are ],te11 ir
hand, the National Universlty cavi4g club aLld the canberra
Speldological Society acting as co-hosts to the c onf -o.L'ence, In
tiris regira the club- nust recognise its nesponsibilities in 1976
to ensuie that the 11th confererce is a success, The A.N.U. spor-ts
Union is to be thanked for t1rc assistance which they have already
given.

lu-Tthermore, in 19?6 the caving club &ust c ontinue to foster good
refations wittr l.S.l.,-tustralia's nati onal caving regulatory body,
to whj,ch the Nati onal Universlty caving Club is afflliated. Good
relatj-ons vrith the A.S.F. will lead to better caving'

I am Dleased to reDort that the adllinistration of ]the club is in
good shape and the cfub has satisfied nearly all of its obligatlonc
Io the .q.s.F. and other points of contact throughout Australia, It
is hoped that olrl( good adninistrative xecord is not allowed to
lapse in the futuxe.

In conclusion. f wish to thalik the 1975 executive for their
assistance +hroughout the year and T extend ny good wishes to tne
s o on-t o-be-ele c +:ed" 1976 executive.for a successful cordng year.
nue to personal commitnents I wiU llot be sta,nding for re-electlJn
this vear.

I'NANK BERGNRSEN
(1975 N.U"C.C" ?resld ent )
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' The past
6^rri hmarl: t^ t

I\ evf Eq ulpuen_6

The Sfue 1'Vatex III rop6
years a,go stj-ll has not beel
early this year. x

Ianages

nQur?xms_llll CER ' S Rn?oR!

vear war fa-Eher q-jet as l"egards tripsr so the
idtee extent did not suffer too ntuch wear'

llost of the damages this year have resulted because of aging
rather than use. Foui of the iead-zrcid lanps expired during the
vear, -!, o Fere f or-ir ./ear- o d and were cl ub eoui pnei'it r r,he olher
irn *"tu ctonaEed bv e)'-mesoers and were 1-'ewise about _[orrr yeacS

o,Lo.

Two 150 foot nvlon number , ropes will have to be retirecl thls
y".r a"e-to-age "ff"6t", but the Blue ry'ater is expected to anply
iover their duties in nost instances '

lost
No gear was losll this Year.

Basic-nqqlr4g4lLlgL - As a't 1/4/1976

which was originallY ordered two
xecei\/eal though delivery is expected

l lio De rerlreo l

- only for gear hauling.

ll ow rope
fune+ion urdefined.

Rope Nylonr

l{anj-la Ropes:

x 1OO'
x 1 50!
x 12.0 |

x 9o'

x 1201
x 100'

with spares

ladders: 1 x 171
5 x 50r
4 x 50t
1 x 491

2A

19

2
1

3

5

1

3
2
1

1

1

lead - Acids:

Chargers :

!zr uruc la,trPb.

tr'inst Aid Kits I

llasn hars:

L,arabiners:

lrussll'ers:

Scaling Pole :

pairs of Junars
pair hible:rs
clogs

x 6' se ct ions

l comp ebe chargj "1g u-oits ano attachments'

1' - )iTsoeci"ieq co.1ditions.

2
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lliscellaneous: G - pick
Star drill
Expans ior bolts ' Pitons.
Brace and bi-t '
Quartity of fluoros cein
Conpass and tripod
5 x 1 00r liape meaEu'Tes

NATIollAl IrisrlTRS rTY CAV 1lfc-glllB

1 976 Irforroation Sheet

JOTI$ IfIASAI]A
(Eouioment Officer N'U'C'C'

1e7 5176)

rgater III rope was received by the Club'* Recently the 31ue

.A-BOUT T}lT C tUB

Natl onal Uriversity caving Club vias fonoed,in.1964 with twelve
;;b;;;: soon afier it iras arririated with tbe A'N'u' sports'
Union, vlle recerve a1l arurua.t grant froll the Sports Union which

"r*ti"" 
o" to obtain equipnent-so that we can-do a'ny. cave on the

. lii"i""fi"" nainland or'ru:l. several txips sinultaneously'

]n 1969 NU0C was acceplled as a full menber of the Australian
so"rloiosi""l Sederatioa. Tllis enables us (a1ong-with the other
i5".siF-"B"i"li-""i-lo "i"it caYes i4 such areas as coolena.rr' luglovr'
wi*["y"", -c"r"ng, r-aryalgob!!1y and -Je11ola-]1' tbat are rot open to
r.rl"i" i'f tne leneral piuic,'and as"these^are,anong the best
caving al'eas in 1be sLaret is o_[ grealt tlPne r--1; To us'

CAYING TR]?S

NUCC ruars txips ldost lveekesals throughout the year' , T"1!l 3I-: ^-', 
"l-lfy 

otte oi two days, but occasionally longer trips are rur ar
Easter, on loUrg weekends or in the vacations '

A wide Yarletv of caves occur in the Canberra area and should

""iiJiv t"=i'tu"i"i, .tir;" r1"6ng' short, 1aage, snal1; wet' drl' '
co1d. warro, C.eep, shallov' and dark or very darlr '

After a period of introduetion cavexs eYentually become nore
iir""i"ii'""i-iiit o sr,cn categori es as cave naoping' photographli'
;fii;;;;i;;, numberirg and record-ing, tour'istlng' walkjng'
dlin-ki]\s or'just plain slothilg arou4d'

llembership fees are only $r.00 per year, and for this loenbexs gel
free use bt cf,"U tigl"ts, bash hats. laCders' rop-os etc'rgex ser'.!
ln"-"i"t nEwsletter"ab out 4 tines per year, and the AsI newsle"t-ter
oot"tu"fv. Menbers also have acc6ss to the club library whi ch 

^;;;;;;;";,*";;;; 
-b;"k; 

ar.'d articles on cavins and all aspects of
speleology (as well as nary cave uaps).

'***J4tl*le(+Jegr+

Every year a ru]mber of trips are orga,ni sed +o introduce new
menbers and ochers to the spor-b of cavi"1g.
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Ihat to Brinq

1, cut lu.nch (students ir 11a11 should. orgarlise beforehaad) '

2, Change of clob"- "

t, Soae o1d. but stul'dy clothes to wear uildergr ound ' A boiler
suit is .ideal.

4. i,urov foolv,ear. Rubber soled boors are Dreferable
(l-ytn:'ng brt sandals o- Lhongs wjll do' )

5. fowel.

6. Torch' The Club has soroe lj-ghts ' 
but due to the nunbers

i oeiy 'oti t?16'first fev'tripsl:thbre nay rot be enough'

?. A bash hat if you have one (notor bike helnets not'- 
""ii"ll"l ' oirce again, due to the m'rnbers involved' the
club naY not h€Lve enough.

a. ?etro1 eoney' Shou1d be about $1'50'

Tran s p ort
We need pecslle With cars to help carry people out there'
?etrol costs will be reimbursed.

qt v c 0,\ A C T 1 6

TIIE E],[VE]iIIH B]NN]\'IAI CONI,ENI ION OI'TIfi AUSTFAIIA}I S?XIEOIOEICAI
OE DEMT ' ON

Tiroe: L[onday necember 27 - tia lriday Decernber 11 ' 1976

?1ace: The Australian National University, Cai'iberra t Australia'

Host Clubs: Sationgl -yniyefsi! and the Canberra
SPeleol ogi cal S oc rety '

?roqram: t{orning A - +e?4oon Ev'n;rrg
rir".E"" izlt neeistiation ana official ope rxin€ soci-al
. 
'' '*" ' co;nittee Meetlng r anc. sessions gathering'

Tuese.ay (28) sessions Sessions ?hotographic
c onpetltlon
and
e7'hi b i+i o- '

Wednesday (29), Sessions sdssions ;?J;:?"'"

rhursday (70) sessj,o''s sper-^osports 
3i;]*r:5+3""

Friday (t1 ) conmittee i'{eeting llaad start of field tTips'
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linesro'e cave areas will

A sp e c1al tarst ge oto gv t'"?t3":'3:;i":: tffiro?j:""*" u

{ffi ffi :"i4: i,:ti*$' *+$:;#$q:ffii i',= 
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developner b j-n souL.nern r

t*lt.i*i;t::+: *r; TiiiF;'s**k*l:l'

" sPEr,E99R{IIfII1

Sceni c
s cientifi.c A lNn

B,
JVIY 1975.

AND lll0rll GRoUlil

Photo Competltion:

A DholtoErapldc conpetition will be held in con-
.iuircti on with CAYCo\AC[ 76'
i#iil"-" i -r" diYided into categories such as:

Humerous/Pers onau-t i es -
Separar,e dlvisions for colou-r-slides' colo1^l' prjnl's
Itti-tit"ft ""a-*ftitu 

prinis will be catered'for'

c'll for ?"p"t";"""ion" 
plaru'ed will cover a.broad spect'rm of cave

' 
""iit"a 

tbpics' These will include geology' geo-

norpholosy, 
"i 

" "rr.iqiii ", p,hot:q1P$-j- c oaperll'11 on'
;;;i;At Ei:i antnroi'orogv/archae ol ogv- ^ ?ersons
intexestea l" 

-p"""'""tfiiL papers -or chalrilg- sessiols
i''i""ii-;i tr.ii=;"i;p!"; ;" airv other--qave related
subiec-ts .rt: inviti'a to co116spon! with the orga-rrising

. conni:tliee' 
- frot" i"to"*tion i{ill be circulated in

due course'

lnforloation and Correspordence: . -Requests 
for inforBation alrd all

corresponderce concel:ning cjivcormcr i6 should be directed to:

cAvcol'lAcT le, c/- rei:_ ALdel-son ' 18 Arabana stl'et'
Lranda. A'C'T' ' 

Austra-L)at .zot+'
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vEr-,{4s:E-!8r3.-Sf!Br 1 1l
,' ?hilip Al1en' Pavld Reith'

thirasday, 13th Ma,Y oulr sma11 but

"o,ari "lir"gu of free JasPer, S'ff' of

' . lrtei .'i*
our destlnatig4

. ' : !,or' star.tero we inspected siglature eaYe (v{J?) as ?hilip Alfen

:f,:"?";*;*:;t'ytmiitt"'t:i;" "IilHi: i":1ffi:f,*"*i"iffiei:
it "'-Jtili l"tunt"a orr ' 

-' i *-r*plv to report tlmt it has not been

;iA il+T;";;l;;daile n"' "ir""ti"e ba*ler asainst vandals '' 
As we stiu had n1"tl{"S":'T: lil"63"}TfL3l5:i'*"?"1':i' ""

$i;;"*;":t: 331 I'll"t;ru".*oae ""o;, wn!6n'we J'ir-'&""a *"" i"
excel ent condition ano beaLbiful"

.ryler *" :*""r,ud r:;lii33g $ tf,3 ;F{rH:l *:""lii:;:$"i,.'":"
i*i:iiiiii, -;::J?i:i:i#n:?;;n#i::' ;i:i"la:;kr:i':;i,i;;"'o-
5 Ser:es.

trlle energed, at 7.00 P'n.
. ,the road;

and after sone clearring' returned to

!dll-q4€-Iejs:

PNTNR H}RT.

vou raaJi \arish to refer bo rne naps"

IVYAN3EI\E TRII Rnlq! (zo/6/76)

houx iourney along the scenic routet we arrj-ved at
at B. J0 a'n.

Party: Peter Hart (l) , Michael X{cl(enzie '

On the moraing o,t Su-1day, 2oth Jul'e ' 
o-r sEall partV 91-o99eded

tot."a" xtir".i"e, ii. capt"iiris tr'lat' Ty'e-reached the Gurdilliorr
#;;;n t-o*ii-"""i.t"-""a basiiv f orded the shoalhaver River '

As our.luck'would have itr, a snal1 amou4t of rain had fa11ei1

o.r"" li"lp"""iorr" 
" 

orrple or dafg, a-lld the track in was slippery'
(You guessed it, we got boggedl )

lhe 1oca1
hi.s trac-bor.
grounc.

fafltrex cane to oux assistance af,ld pulled
eit*l1y, after an hours delay we reached

us out lsj-th

Before eilterj-ng it' we had lurch aJId soine peoBle from c's'S'
( canberra speleological society) arrived'

At approximately 12.00 otclock we entered the.\{T1 e1ltrance and

rnade our iiy aforrg tt " stre"lt pu'""tg"' The cave is at presen-b ^.i"!i"ti*ry-1"y, -"ia !n" flowstbne clinb to the blovrhol e was not atr

all slipperY.

We Droceeded as far as "Aitchesonts Bypass and explored
"Aitches6n's Avenslr, before returnilg hone.
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on the outgoing i oi]rney we eanaged *o remain u.nbogged ' 
but had

to help the c.s.S. people out of one.

lhe Ioca]. faroer has suggested that we rrite Ito-the nallaganda
shlxe Cou]lcil requesting tlEt the tTack be upgraded (our secreta"ry
is attending to this, )

. TtrITR HART.

No naps of ]l{yanbene s,vaj-lable ' howeYer a
comprehensiYe deEcription 1s given in Ithe naps
section,

xditorrs Note:

WYANBENE CAVE }ESCRI?TION

For the benefi* of those tvho haYe not been to or heard of
iijyanbene, f wiU giye a bxief descriptio:l'

wyanbene cave ('ilrYl, 1'{Y2 ) is located about 48 1i:00 south of
Braldwood, 4ear Kxawaree. The cave has beer. siEveyed by $UCC and,,-
1850 rn, oi passage are napped, naking it equal 5rd longest in N.S.il.

At tire l[YI entrarce there ls a sna1l ladder \rYhich leads to the
strean passage, If one follows this upstrean, a suap is reached.
At this-point, one has the choice of tul"ning lnto the f orroer tourist
cavern (used in early 19OO's) or cfinbing a flowstone !val1 and
passing th?ough a hoie known as the blowhole (because of the strong
breeze usually assocj-ated with it).

tr'ron here, it descends vla a,]1 Bn. ladder pitch and reioins the
strea.J0 passage. Following this, one passes a number of interesting
chaaberi, eu6h as the I'Jaiihouse'i, "Cleopatra's Bathl and rtHelictite
chaeberrt .

Up 1to this point, the caYex'bas nanaged to keep reasonably dlry,
howevei things wi].l soon change when the rrwet stretchrr i5 reached'
This sectior aljmost conpletely saturates the person who is keen
enough to proceed thi.s far, !'ortulately this nay be partiauy
avoided by rrAilrchesonr s Bypassrr.

qvantr'l lrz +hp n'Rqrge opens up into the "Rockfall Chanbex",
At the top or iiris, tt ttre-tert, one- gains entrarce to'tcaesal''s
Ha1L" a large chanber of lnpressiYe dimel1sions. On the right of
rRockfallr is a passage leading to -bhe 

"Gu.nbarrel Avenrr' a large
risl-rg shaft 110n, high and yet to be properly explored.

In the foof of rroaesax's Hallrr there are a couple of holes,
also unexplored.. It is thougilt that these nay be part of the
upper levels and may connect with r Gurbarrelr as vlrell as bypas-sillg
the srarp at 'rtr'rustration lake'r ' which is at present the erd of the
cave,

At the botton of I'Cagsar's Ha1l" is a pool of clear water
whj-ch bec@aes nudd.y on distu.Tbance aJId i.s lmo$,]l as I'Dia:rrhoea ?it'r.
A few nore 6n, clinbs brings one up to t'Frustration lakerr and the
knolrn end (?)
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10th-11th Julyr

COMING TRIIS

]l[a6 T.cn6p Fvn]^?-+^?'. +rin prrf^L}'^s'1 n,il l
h7^h4hl \r ha \/i ai +a/l
Contact John l,4asa1a,

Xe4dethera with landrover Club.
Contact Peter Coeans 959071 ,

A trip Lo Wyanbene, ro exp-lore and possibly sur-\et
the .ppel" levels is being planned, Interesred
persons contact Johr Masala or ?eteT Hart,
A tnin +n Ya7?ana^^il l\r in nrr+i-rr'1.- +^ ^^.+i. -
^rrr di d ir 'rTltaJ: naan C?oaL l1.ar6rr i6 r.+i^ih.*6,l
Those -nteresred, conract John Llasala or Deter
Hart,

lead a tlip, coue to our monthly neetingslll
+1h Auq{rsf; PhyJlcs Lectore p.ooro L
7th.Ju1y, Physics lecture Roon 8,

(yatch the -otice boards for further meetjngs)

17th-1Bth July:

2??

Next Meeting i

tlsr 0r, p(clraNex crulg-alrn_g.QcrEg.IEg

Saptist Ca\/ing Ass ociati on
Berroagui Speleologlcal Ass ocia.t ion
31ue Mountains Speleological Club
Canberra Speleological S ociety
Cave Exploiation eroup ( s outh'Auetralia) Inc,
Central Queensland Speleological Society.
Chillagoe Ca1/ing Club
Endeavoux Speleological Association
Highland Caving Croup - Callberra, - ljverpool
fllaws,xra Speleological Soci ety
Kenpsey Speleological Society
lalmceston Speleo].ogj.cat Club
l{acquarie Unlvexsity S peleological f nvesti gat j-on Group
X,Ietropolitan Spe eologic"l Soc iety
N.S.r,.r'. Tnstitute of Iechrology Speleological Society
lloxthera Cayerneers
Orange Speleolog:cal S oc iety
lapua/New Cuinea Cave ExlrLorarion Group
?eninsula Speleological croup
Southern Cavins S ocletv
SDel eologicaf Research- Croup of W.A.St. Ceorge Area CavinE Team-
Sydney Spel eological 5ocier,y
Syonet Uiiversily Spet eologica 1 Society
'.llasmanian Caverneel'ing C1ul,
Univereity of N,S.\|. SpeJeological Societyvrctorian Speleoloeicaf Ass ociat ion]I/estern Ar-rstralia Spe teological Group




