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EDITORIAT

Firstly, let me apologise for the lateness of this
issue of Speleo-G. Originally I was planning to get it out
by May but slackness prevailed as you can see. :

On a brighter note, I would like to say that I have
encugh material on hand for another 2 or 5 issues so that with
some help I should be able o get them out. One of the
reasons for the amount of material is the number of trips being
run; almost every weekend we have been going somewhere. It
would be good to see some of the new people who joined at the
beginning of year on some of these trips, as well as the more
.experienced members.

As some of you may be aware, an application for a
mining exploration licence was recently lodged for the
Wyanbene area. Adrian Davey prepared an excellent
objection on behalf of ASF and the application will probably
be rejected. I hope to publish this objection in the next
issue of Speleo-G.

Also, I was glad te receive from Gordon a "letter
to the Editor". Good work, let's have more of them.

Remember, if you want to contribute, just place
the relevent material in the clubts sigeon hole at the top
of the stairs in the Sports Union squash court area.

Peter Hart
EDITOR.
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LETTZR 1% THE EDITOR

Dear Sir,

In reference to your article on the Marble Arch trip con-
tained in this edition, I feel I nust rebuxke considerable half truths
and inuendos in this article concerning my driving ability. It shoulf
be pointed out that the said "Jag" has like all good sports cars, a
low ground clearance. There is no doubt in my mind that this was the
real reason for the superficial scratch occuring on my car. Any
suggestion that it was a result of incompetent driving is to be
categorically denied.

Whilst on the subject of driving, I feel mention should be
made of one further incident on this trip. Whilst driving from
Marble Arch, Mr. Hart went the wrong way and on his return to the
correct track managed to become indisputably bogged. Surely this is
incompetence at the highest order. He maraged to do this in a mere
puddle. As my car was ahead we had continued to Big Hole unaware of
Mr. Hart's folly. After taking all the gear to the Hole, I became
concerned at Mr. Hart's lateness and so waiked down to the track only
to meet John Briggs. This poor gentleman hrzad been forced to walk
from Marble Arch to Big Whcle to get us. One wonders why the man who
caused this whale catastrophe did not walk back himself. The cynical
amongst us saw it as a ploy to monopolize the female company on the
trip. Could this e true, Mr. K Zart?

I hope in future that more constrzint is exercised in
future in the publishing of such olatently iibellous material.

f Yours sincerely,
(RALLY CHAMP 5.T.)

to the uninitiated GORDON TAYLOR.
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PRESTDENT'S  REPORT FOR 1977/78

¥ell, the T4th year of our ciub's existence has drawn to
& close, ard locking bvac. a numbar of neteweriny :vents have occurred.

Certain projecis rave either been started or brcught from a
state of doruancy.

ave at Tarrangovbilly, now

The survey of Y7, Nortn Deep Creek o
troject early in 1977 and should
gar

in its 7tk year, resurfacaq as & club
be completed during the Easter trip thi

In thz latter part of 1977, survy y of little known parts of
Wyanbene rain cave commenced with the cliut's newly acquired survey
gear, anc this tco should be cempleted during the May term break.

1977 also saw an assault srip or. yanbene main cave with a
scaling ncle, a scmewkat magochistic task, wnich demonstrated that the
club has =2 300d number of keen members.

ons have been excellent during the past year
3 Some NUCC members are also m=mbers of o:

7
due to a nunher, of 1= .
has ied to a of joint club trips and

other AST grouns ang A
close lizi<on.

Interclub rel.d
e

'
£
I
N
'_j

In addition %he 1977 Nullarbor exvedition was attended by
3-4 NUCC members and this too has improved interclub contart, 2
practice tou bha aztively encouragei.

Club activity nas remained fairly constant throughout the
Year with a= everage cof 1 trip sSvery 2-7 waeks, a slight incrcase over
the previous figure. ani one which wiil zopsfully ©te btettered in the

next repors.

Monsnly meetirge shroughout 1977 were well attended and each
had a guess Speaker, a practice which was welcomed by members and whiesh

is t¢ be continued.

On a concluding note, I wish to SXpress my thanks 4o most of
the committee for 1ts essistance during the nast yzar, and also the
Sports Union, witzout yai 2 would be much more
difficult inceed.

-/1
z

ich the club's i

Also, a special Shankyou for Jomn Furlonger for enabling us to
use the Chemistry Iectuirs Building and iis facilities for meetings
throughout thre year.,

i wish the 1978/79 committee €VELy success in the management
of the club anAa T hereby indicate that I ax willing to stand for the
Porition of Pragident again. '

Thank you,

(NUCC PRRIIDENT 1977/783)
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EQUIPMEINT OFFICER'S REPORT

This year has been a most successful rear equipment wise.
At last we have found a permanent place where thre equipment ean be
spread out and properly stored (namely my baserment). I feel this
enabled easier access to the gear and consequently it was used more.
In all it was borrowed 40 times.

During the year the number of servicez®le lead-acids was
gradually increased. Nevertheless many of the batteries will not
hold a very large charge. Several new batteries would be a worthwile
investment for '78. The purchase of the new Suuato surveying
Ingtruments proved most useful and they have this far been used in
several surveys. It should be noted though that the Suunto inclin-
ometer, if immersed in water, becomes inopperable due to water benind
the eyepiece.

During the year the inflatable boat sufferei a puncture which
has been fixed. The First Aid kits require a thorough examination
and update, a task which needs to be zttended %c as a matter of
urgency. One gripe I would like tc mention is *he condition gear is
returned in. This year much of the gear was returned muddy, and with
ropes uncoiled, while one particular incident ir which several carbides
were returned unemptied was not appreciated. All gear should he
returned in the condition it is borrowed.

Gear lost this year included:
— 2 krabks
— 1 ladder trace.

Gear written off because of unsatisfactory condition
includes:
- 1 tape measure
- 2 nelmets.

Gear in need of repair includes:
— First Aid Xit
- Carbide lamps
- Several lead acids
- 2 ladders.

The attached list is a list of the gear currently held by the
club.
8 30' ladders
5 50' ladders
600! Bluewater rope (3 lengths)
6 # 4 Nylon ropes
14 lezd acids (several dead)
2 charzers
11 carbide lamps (8 complete)
First Aid Xits
Bash hats
Karabiners
pr. prussikers
36! Scaling Pole
Inflatable boat
Belts

N
[ AN
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®
jL¥]



"SPELEQGRAFFITI", VOL. 4 No. 2 Page 5

Equipment Officer's Resort (contd.)

+ copper nails, star irill, G gick, brace-n-bit, metal tape,
fibreglass tape, compass and tripod, rowl beolts, 2 flags, 1 sign.

G. TAYLOR
Eqguipment Officer 1977

TREASURER'S REPORT

STATEMENT COF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
FOR THE TER-ID 28/2/1977 to 28/2/1918

Bank Balance at 28/2/7Tsesvsees ceeeo$85.92
Petty Cash 2t 28/2/TTeeeivenenvenras 23,35
$109.27
INCOME EXPENL ITURE
29 full members fees @ 2.00 $87.00 ASF Fees @ 3.00 member £87.00
4 assoc. " " 1.00 4.00 Eqguipment purchases s T
Bank Interest 3.02 Maintenance 1.80
Map sales 7.50 Book purchases 24.70
Equipment Hire 7.00 "Speleograffiti" 17.50
Sports Union - fees gra=nt 93,00 Stationery, ete. 1116
- Meintenarce 1.80 Supper supplies Ta15
Chegque Book Fee 1525
$20%. 32 $174.31
(Total Income + balancs at 28/2/77) - (Total expenditure)
= (203.32 + 109.27) - (174.31) = 138.28
Bank balance zt 28/2/78 wev.. GG E SRR ¥ 131.69
Petty Cash at 28/2/78 cieeenancans e 6.59
$138.28
Signed:
M. Webber

(TREASURER)
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TE EY'VE CLIMBEDR the Mighest
maemiaing, oriss-crossed the rog, pad-
dle? the Amazon. Apert from

trerxing and Interalastic 27ventures,

wh i are the great otalic~ges that re-

=N

L5y SLar-

D

mait jor 2xplorers of if: seventes?

i

Answar: caves,

The search for the bigzest hole in the vorld
Aas switched from continent 19 canent The
deepest «xnlored cavs is stif the Plero 51 Mar.
£, §.33ke deep in 1he Pyiunees, The i mualayas
and tie Andes have beth preved dicapooin ting,

Tr 1973, in 2 remo 2 spet in the highiands of

=

<2p-1 Now Guince hidden bereath a2 osia
rerese and ihres days’ walk from the searest vil:

iage, a euver traviling m oa BF helicopier
tpot ¢ 2 Jast hole with 2 mighty river flowing
into 2. Whithe hed sighied vas he ertrance o
~ter Kanada. a fver cave which mzy well kick
Pes s B E aitin cw of the rocord Benke

i -\trq Kanada proves up io the cavers' grent
2t epeciztions. ft wiil ke found e descend 1.5
fmooveraler ghof abow g bm,

Tl ot meath, an mxpedition orsonisad by Dr
Faba james, of tha Uni rsity of Zednov, will
&2l o o ceaquer the Atea. Two carlier ex-
fediians 10 the area hava faited to do o

The twe-month expedition has been iwg
yesrs i she plaramg: origineliy 90 people
applicd 1o jin Filty:two will go. Msst of them
zre usirafians, but eight inirepid Snaniards
will I9in the group. three vo, s =\ lerienced
Americans, four Englich, five 2w Zealander:
gd Lo Fapua Now Guinesns,

Thoy are a mixiure of academics, siode
engineers, teachers, acmputs- programmers
#nd full-time zdventurers. There's 3'so 2 dociy, :
A cusioms officer, an asontani sraton-raaser
end an ammy feuteiont Al ace exzarieaced
speleologists. The trip will cost cach of the
nzmbers ciase to §1 009, '

The exgedition wil nave 3 scientiiic fla our,
=ilh some geology, Liolog, gecmorphalogy,
hydralogy and ZECCRLMISTY iuvest ~ations
along the vay, rot 1o mention & little socleo.
Benesis (tke development of caves). -
| B James, a lecourer in inorganic chemisiy,
5 one ¢f five women cn the cxpedition. She is
fosy-cheeked and stucdily built. fn her jeans
and greer sweater she jooks more like a sindent
hzn a lecwrsr,

Dr lames acquired her accent in Here-

e B AL LSRR AT AL IO A ey

fordshire. ber Phil in Lendon 2id ner speleo-
logicel expartier in M _aves of Waies, famaica,
Yuogosiavia, ftaly and Froce. Last Cllﬁstmas
zhe spent four recks Coving o Mexico. She and
her [slicw-cavers had reached minus-778
maires when, slas, T was dme te go home,

adars recently she has been eaayoning in the
Eie Mountains. As part ©f their petfit pre-
gram, she and other membcels of the expedition
have sbselled down Kaling Falls at Kanangra
Wails, un prosied up iha 500 metres of
waterfalis i the nszacby Danas Broolk. They

have gone rockelimbing and cross-country ski-

ing, they have gone on sodurance bush walks
and caving mini-expeditions 22 New Zealand.

“rach of us has to e extremely physically

f1,” she said. “The Atea is prooabiy one of the

wughest caves & the worid o suplore. We 2
going 0 tackiz 1t by going vp it as well 25 down
o -

sie mas g member of both the 1973 and the
576 expeditions. Eight of the nine members of

i L | .

f

an

v james has Leen twace belore to the Atea

! S

i




AR

ELEOGEAFFITIH . “OL. 14 No.
: T e v i S e d T

the 1375 2xpedition -

il e retumning for pext
boomemh's sdveniure,

2

]

¥ e the big cave. They
g eEvES on top of the
. Al A jew kilomcrres awsy ther could,
T bear e Aca Piver roartig iate e ground, -
o+ e were haunied by the drecm of what sort -

... ®f cave would be carved out by such a river”
said Dr James. After three - eeks of grueliing

Es
. CRYE CXIOT2UON iR the rain “orasts, they firally
« Tuiatrack ioihe hole,

e clver surgsd aver Eoulders ino 3 eat
&m0 ike cave. The walers roared and the son

3

3 spiring sight. Thsy could frillow the eave for,

= oily 100 metves and shey wmad back. thinking

- i wewd probaply nevar be pessibie 1o explora it

Iurtner,

Y The 1975 expedition eniersd the cave by a
nigk ievel enteance partally chroudad by the
waieT .

- .
)

this passags through a s

VI foiloaa
he Dverway snid Oy james,

imgh above

"Standing on ‘baleenian ar leoking out of
the eindows” we could Bear ang feol the Atta

Rivar roaring Lelow. Tinaliv, a5 wo stood in the

fast vindow, there was a sacior of the undger-
grourd river whick fiuwed queoly rough

Lubway. -
T evim i this dver Incked possible, but

dangerous. One intrepid saver swam 1o the end

of bis Iifeline, but we couid ¢ no further in
. without moie sophistinaged <Quinment, esne-
-+ cially eleshones,

"Az3y woment it might rain aad food the
viverway. This danger was alwavs in the back
of our minds. We wers naver free from the roar
of the Atea" '

. The 1978 expediiion is 1o ke Iclepkoies

¢

ama e cave, Tt will, however. fack the Slizaben-
Adden handeream (good for chimbers’ hands),
the Arcoit's biscuits asd the Egg Markeiing
Beoard's 2zzs of previous expeaitions, because -
Br 'ames and her team, what wath having ©©
organise the Spaniards

znd the helicopler
drops, just haven't had time 1o organise spog-
Sora

.

An advance garly working with 2 12am of 12
focal asusiants ic already ca the kb in Mew
Guirea. Camps and helicopter landing pads
have 10 be built and iracks Racked ont of the
rzin farest. The few existing iracks i the Bred
are muddy mazes of tree rools and trunks,
Bridges are lile mose than greasy saplings,
often helined a2 alarming angles,

in chacge of the Papus New Guinea oreani.
saiien j= Kevan Wilde, the exgocaton manager
for 2 miming compznyz. A keen saver, Mr Wilde
was also 2 member of the twe. previous cox-
peditions 1 the Atca

July-August has been chosen for the ex-
pedition because that is the dry z2ason. In the
“diy” i oraing ealy half 1he diy, insiead of all
day, 2 '

- Cad rainkows i the spiay. it was an swedn.

i

DTSR

-
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. Squipment that bas feflt Sydney by boat wiil )
eventually zrive at the base camyp at L.umbi by
treck, tracler, plane, helicopter and back-pack.
The main Sydney party will leave on july £
wili gssembie with the overseas contingent at
Mt Hagen, fly by slane o Koroba, and nen
traved by tracior to 1he mission post of Kelzbo.

Carrving their packs. nuning their blisters
and zdjusting as best they can to the thin air,
ihe cavers then have to cross a 2 800 metre
mountain Adgs (higher than Kosciusko) to get
1 their base camp, This is looked upen as morn
bush-bashing than bush-walking. '

in the past the high aititude has csused pro-
blems for some of the cavers. and e local ke,
e Duna, has not been impressed with the
whitc man's stamina. Dysentery and tropical
uicers are 2lso 2 problem. Cuts and scratehes
fester guickly m the humidity. o

Mo jresh food is available except when the
Duna ki wild garhe. On eaclier cxpeditions
the cavers eathused over the roasted 1rec
kangaroo and the possum-fike vuscus bui found
ihe echidnz 2 1nfle fawy.

Mast of the iime the tavers will exist on tin-
ined fish ~ the cheapest farm of protein - and
rice. There will be tinned meat, drigd fruit and

- whocolate, for variety.

§

The base camp.is on &

¥ : fhein ys

ridge 2 km from tht’

P}
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P
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cave. "The reason the camp is Righ up is be-
cause we need radio communicalion with the
outside world and we need sunshine,” said Dy
James. “We need 10 dry out cvery so of?eq,”

", Once assembled at the base camp, the =it

pedition will senid out thiee main partiss. Cne -

will follow the river down the cave, another wilt

follow the quieter passage ‘upstream and the -

third im_,ﬁ_ and enter from beiow,

©Ap assaull camp will be established inside
R s el HLE ik

ek

— i Tl wpwde ek agig

-

the cave entrance. Assault is the correct word.
Exploration of len begins at 3 am and continues

for 24 10 36 haurs. .P_n»:am tearn usualty com.

T:nn four or {iwe u_nou_r ~if rock-climbing is,
nvoived and the going very rough, only two,

- Because of the size of the Atea, camps wif?
protably have te be established underground,

“Any part of the cave can become blocksd
with water andt you've got to be prepared 1o sit it
out and waii for the water to subgide,” Eﬁ_ Dy

‘fames. She has had some experience in b&.:ﬁ
. . below. During the Mexico trip she spent five day §
" underground and in Walcs was a nember of a
group that established x _:2. world record of _+
days underground.

The sppeal of caving?

"It is really the appeal of exploration — of
going somewhere where no one has been bes
fore,” said Dr James, departing 1o 1ake & class
in 5._&_9“ 1.5355.

(A R H " Ll

P —]
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TRIP _ REPCRTS _ SZCTION

WYANBENE, 26th FEBRUARY 1978
Party: Jo hn 3rush, Mar] Coggan (CSS), John Furlonger, Peter Hart (L),
Arnnette Rebarison (C3S), Gordon Taylor.

The NUCC side of this trip was planned to allow J.F. to show us t
location of The high aven in the Aitcheson's Avens area. The €SS trip
was primarily to show A.R. the lake and also tc undertake some
investigation of the iragonite floweres there.

Due to the overwhelmirg response for each trip, it was decided thas an
amalgamation shoul? ocecur.

The track into the camoing area was very dry (including the bog)
there were no problems (sighs of relief from nmy nassSengers

A quick brlp into the lake was done with a few rests along the way (snall

we proceed’)

We all then retreced our steps to the typass, where J.F. and myself
proceeded inte the Avens area while tha ot hers continued outwards.

l

To reach the upper avsr one proceeds into the Avens area as usual,
turning left after the oridge (or hole?) and doubling back on the left,
so that one is overlocking a fissure.

One proceeds up this fiesure for about 10-15 metres, whence entry is
gained to “ae bass of the high aven.

We then lert the ares znd headed ont.

Sometime in the near Zuture we will survey this avar and lcolr for
further extensions.

PETZR HART.

Sl T L e

WEE JASPER, 5 March 1978

Party: Peter Hart (1}, Roger Arnold, Bru;e Bruen, Ian Clyde, Neil
Cecllins, Louise Crisp, Astrid Duré, Steshen Blliot, Helen
Mclagan, Mark JOUWe, Lee Ovens, Ian ?rcctor, Rhonda Rlcbavdn,
Richard Stark, Gordon Taylor, Mark Thomson, Ray Vran, Tanya
Waters, Philip Williams.

As one would expect, this was the annual fresher tr ip to W.d. Afte
attempted shorteufs tc W.J., I eventually resched W.J. about 2 hour
than Gordon's mob.

I instructed these present on the techn 1lgue for ladder climbing and each
person praciiced rn = 1adder we nad rigged in = tree.

After this we wens to Lip cave, Gordon's group g3ing through the main
parts of Dip, my grour going through vo. i extension of Dip (Gong cave'.
Upon returning to the sur face we haa lunck and then I led fthrough Tip
series 2 while Gordon's mob went through Gong.

After this we returnei to Canberra, afer a slack but eq*oyﬂble day.

PETER =ART
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Zrip Revorts (conid.)

MARBIE ARCH, 1% Jdarch

Party: John Biiggs, Stepnen Elliot, Alan Floyd, Teter Hart (L), Gordon
Taylor, Saaira Tiffin.
This trip was o frscrers; the purpoce veing to do some light caving.

to put a great dent in his father's 'jag' (Who said I was bad?). - From
here we walked down to the main cave and srent an hour or so looking
cround.

Twe carloads of beds headed into the top of the spur, Gordon managing

full of enthusiasm, we headed down the gorge and lcoked at the efflux;
“hence to Mcoodong cave. Some of the pxrty complained about crawling
.co much, but we kezaded orn to the window.

i zrem here J.B. and myself continued om to be attacked by bats in chambers

i Tursher on. Upon our return we all headed out of the cave, and walked
tTack To the ears. £ guick lunch and then to Big Hole.
- managed o bog a7 vehicle on the way out, so J.B. kindly effered to
vzl ahead te the 2ig Hcle turnoff (e safl Iz was practicing for inwarsd
] ventualliv returned and with the help of the 'Jag’ ny car
Dog epicode was not nre-meiitated snad all
nz it should be 4§i garded (Tt 11 must
ng it shoul ¢ alsregarcded. (If you must,

1g "ole there was only fime for Gorden o goe
orm was breaking. 5.T. Trok about 30-40
and upon his return we all neaded bvack te

*ow X K o ¥ K H®
FARRANGOBILLY  24.-27 JALJY 1978
Party: Gordon Tzylnr, Staven Ralser, Peter Hart (L), Michael Horue,
Pe er Fislk. John Briggs.

:The purpose of this vrip was to continue surveying in ¥7 and to attempt
to extend Y45. By mid-morning on Friday ovr grous had gathered at the
Eagles Nest camping arez where a number of U.N.3.77.5.3. lads had also

gathereqd.

We then proceeded to Horth Deep Creek Cave (¥7) with 2 cass of near heat
exhaustion oceurring. I had trogged up with wet suit and Busy Dee
before reaching the cave, and as the weather was fairly warm, I was
dying to go through the duckunders by the time the entrance was reached.

From here the duckunders were rapidly reached and
commenced surveying; the rest of the party inves
ing %

chambers. The survey msde slow progress ow
SUrvey party and the rature of the passage.

i

S
By Ehe time tre second duakunder had been passed ths others returned, and
as Gordon was feeling the cold, Michael offersd +o nelp survey. We
Dlanaged to survey - clsn complained of

- - & 3 - - o e
;bhe cold. Hence 1% was decided to head for 3he surface and back te camp

4
3

]

é'

i;l thatqremains 5¢ b2 surveyed now is the caryon teyondthe duckunders an
€ chambers zbove This part suould be somewkz® easier than the

“ekunders section and heooefully will be cowpleted on the next Yag- v trip

L

»
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Yarrangobilly Trip (24-27 March) contd.

On Saturday, John, Mike and myself entered Y45, the rsst jolning
UNSWSS in Y9. On the last trip to Yagby, I had found & tight squeeze
which we wished to push. Upon reaching the canyon near the squeece,
we noticed another sgueeze which when dug a bit we could fi+ througil
relatively easily. We were able to follow tnis for about 17 metres
when another tight squeeze was encountered. I managed to get throigh
with great difficulty only tg find it didn't g¢ Hence it took about
L nour for me to get out of it and creet my freezing friends.  We
then returned to the surface leaving some unexplored passage for the
next trip.

Sunday arrived and it was decided To look at the Byrie (¥3) with TNSHSS .
This we proceeded to do, having a look at Y1 and Y2 entrzuces on he wal.
Upon entering Y3 a number of photographs were taken ana then we hegan
searching for new passage. Bev (UNSWSS) noticed an upper level which
should be investigated with a scallng pole. Peter Downes (UNSTSS)
discovered a squeeze leading to a previously unknown seriss of omall
chambers. We explored these for about an hour, finaing some rathar
unstable sections and some VeEry promising digs.

We returned to Canberra on Monday after an enjoyable and woi shwhile trir.
PETZR HART.

¥ K K K X KR

BUNGONIA, 2 APRIL 1978

Party: Gordon Taylor (L), John Briggs, Stephen Ralsers Peler rart

This trip was plarmed as & trip to SRT Big Hols. But due to bad weathor
which has been all too common lately, the ford acrcss the Shoalhaven
wags flooded. This was ascertained by ringing Mr. Dempsey. Rather chen

waste a weekend it was decided to g0 to Bungonia instead. There being
only 4 of us left on the trip (the other had »iked, we all went in
Gordon's "Jag". Or. the way Peter had this strange desire 1o play with

every knob in the car, +the amateur psychiatrisis ameorg us putting .t dow.
to & bad childhood experience with knobs.

On arrival at Bungonia, we were amazed at the changes that had ocourzel .
Wot having been there alter the pughfire and the fuld time manageuert
of the area we were in for shock.

After driving around having a look at the chenges that had occurrad, we
proceeded to the Trun  Cave. This was descended by C. Tayler, 2. Bdr
S. Ralser abseiling and J. Brigsgs ladderinrg. Jonn B. had some fun ou
the ladder approximately 20' from the bottom recause the belay rops was
not long enough. On reaching the bottom we went on down the dave, to
be very quickly stopped by Yad alr. We thus returned to the nifich,

P. Hart, G. Taylor and S. Ralser prussiking out and J. Driggs lacdering
out. Due to the inclement weather, there was & »rnsiderabiz quexntity -
of water coming down the pitch. This meant that waile ascending ~ne
was showered with cold water. Not very com?ortable. This being a slac
day trip, on return to the surface, we de-‘trozged, ate and returned home
o Canberra. GORDON PAYIOR

e i

XX ¥ X K K K X K

COOLEMAN PIAINS 8-9 APRIL 1978

Party: Peter (L), John Briggs, Julie Esserburg, Martin Essenburg.

¢SS - Carol Anderson, Neil Anderson, Tim Booth, Joan Brush, Marj
' Coggan, Roger Curtis, Bob Dunn, Tim Fdman, Josje Van der Viiew
Geoff ? . :
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Cooleman Plaing (>-9 April) contd.

John, Julie, Martin, Tir Rudman and myself
Martin's Kombi around 6.30 a.m. and went v
Cooleman track turno.f on Long Plalin. We ws
people and we drove in as far as tie oo of th
we walked, as rair was -1 3 B

3
somewhere on the glain.

re jolned by the CSS
g Wl L. At this point

visn to become bogged

tkely and we did not

-

Camp was set up at Harris Hut and shortly afterwards a group of us
walked to Devil's Influx, the purpose being to survey the new section
found on a CSS trip in January. The creek sinking in Devil's was flow-
ing guite strongly 2nd one got quite wet by the Sime the sgueeze leading
to the new section was rsached.

I went through the squeeze first, which was guite interesting as I
locked 1t goling through, allowing the water level to rise. Once
wrough, I commence’ surveyving with Suunto compass and clinometer, but
luck would have it the clinometer fogged up completely making reading
its dial impossible. Hence the survey hal to be abandoned ard the
raining three of us hezded out.
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fter returning to the
off and I decide=d %o
VEeS. We found a aum
urther towards Cave Cr
P4 painted on. Subse:
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¥ John, Julie, iartin, Tinm,
imestone outcroos nearby for .

les which 4id nct go very far, but

x we found an efflux znd a sizeable entrance with
1uentlv this was fournd .y be "Cliff Cave. :
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hut where ar interesting inciden’ occurred.
cut to us an old metal cylinder some 12-14 inches
claimel Tim Booth had been throagh. Being my
ediately atteapted to go through it, but it
7 shoulders were reached. Martin then stamped
he cylinder into an iptical chape which was sligh%ly wider and I
han made it through. L thoroughly recommended this tube for squeeze
alsec went througa. Alus, the others were all

fe then headed hazi:
'arol and Mar] point
n diameter, which t:
tsual gullible selr”
iecame too tight wnen -
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ractice, so Tir Iudoen
00 broeoad.

‘’hat night, some shaf%s Soutn of the Hut were investigated but were
found to be rather s-all and grotiy.

on Sunday a group of us went to River Cave, fully intending to negotiate
the sump. However there had been a fair amount of rair on saturday night
and the sump was zbout 10 metres 10Nng.

Not being fish, we headed out and d4id Glon P o

ezdied back to the
hut and out of the nlain in rather wet w

ot
ry
14]
jin
jny
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ANZAC DAY 25th LAPPIT 1978

This day was a great success which everybody prese=nt enjcyed greatly.
The function was a barbecue held at the Cotter reserve for all three
Canberra clubs (CS3, CTCG, NUCC). After lunch, a great deal of fun was
had throwing frisbees 211 around the place for about an hour or so. Then
we had packed up Jonn Briggs and I headed arocund *o the main Cotter cavs
\PR1) to have a look at the extension at the back of the cave.

%ﬁgathe far end, one climbs up the wall on the right and irto a hole there.
0% Dassage gets steadily emaller uniil one needs brezth control to

%hegotlate the final part. Out of the squeeze one quickiv reaches a
3Chamber about 6 me=res long, 2-3 metres wide ani 2 metres high. The
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Anzac Day (contd.)

decoration here, though scanty, is much better tzan in the rest of the
cave, no doubt due to its inaccessibility. On the way cut we met
Robert Douglas (CLCEY coming in and after some explanaticns and waiting
we left the cave and headed back to Uni.

T'm sure that Canberra cavers would like to see this become a regular
activity on Anzac Day and I hope that NUCC members will help supportd
1%

PETER HART.

EE S S S S i

WYANBENE, 6-7/5/1978

Party: Peter Hart (L), John Briggs, Matthew Webber.

The purpose of this trip was to visit 25 many ¢ the smallier caves at
Wyanbene as possible and also to keep 2 look ouz for new Cres.

On the Saturday, we proceeded as usual to the fcrd, via a very changed
road surface, The pitumen was washed out in Q“"ﬂral places from the
"century flood" on the wekend 1-2 April., The fcrd itself had been
recently graded, but the approach to it had becocme rather st 2p and

<
L@l

rocky.

John, being his usual chivalrous self, offered 5¢ wade ahead and direct

me along the safest route. All proceeded well until I wzs directed
into a hole (JB claimed it was shallower there! Now feollowed some

scenes of pushing and panting in vain. Forturat 1y, & landrover was
close at hand, and my vehicle was finally draggsi free.

The road from here nad all been recently graded, which mcaﬂt that there
were mumerous boulders sirewn about in some plzacss; but the bogs were
filled to some extent, making it easler <o neg:tia

Upon reaching the campiﬁg area, we set up our e
proceeded to the top of the rildge. We visited
and spent about 2 hours in it. Next we examin
Eastwards of Wy% ané about 2/3 of the way up th
an interesting cave; not very big, with, as tk
bats 1in it.

iipment and then

idge mine pot (Wy3)
Bat cave, located
slope. It is quite
name would suggest,

We then proceeded back en to the Northern face ¢f the limestone and
headed for Clark's or Bushranger's cave. Wnils John and Matthew were
looking at it, I detoured around a bit and fournd a tight fissure which
appeared to be quite promising.

JB and MW joined me and we tested its depth by iropping scme stones
down it. They bounced down in such a mammer =3 to indicate the

existence of three ledges, the hole being about 20 m. deed. Unfortunat-

ely, the fissure was too tight to enter and it w=s de01aea to leave 1t
for the next trip.

On Sunday, I showed JB and MW through the main c2ve, thrcugh to the lake
in 1% hours and back again, detouring into Guntzrrel along the way.

We then headed back %0 Canberra, with nothing cf an exceptional nature
occurring along the way.

LTSE HART.
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e, wordon Tayloer.

This was a slack dar visit to the Mt. Ainglie Quarry, the purpose being
to practice abaeL_*ng and to teach JB and DN the art. This was duly
done with a bit oI prussiking tossed in later. The recent rain had
made the lip of The guarry rather slipvery and I was able to demonstrate
how to slip while aba:s:ling. Apart from this, nothing unusual occurred.

i e S e

WEE_JASPER, -21 MAY 1578

Parhy: Peter ¥art (L), John Brigegs, David Cullen, Helen Mclagan,
Derniz Hettle, Xim Sawyer, Cordon Taylor.

This Twripn was neinly cf a tourist nature with ¢ little abseiling
practice tosseil ir. ity group (PH, DC and HM) raced Kim's group (X3,
JB and DN. to iee Jasper; I took the Mountain Creek Road while KS took
tne bisumen vnuite.

1l the rain w: have had recently has done wenders for Mountain Creek
roai, znd we poth arr.ved at the junction with the bitumen simultaneously.

arriving at We=s Jaspcr, we parked near og Leg and prcceeded up the hill
to Punchbowl.

sordcn, Johm, Tiernris an’ myself abseiled down the pitch, the others
laddering dowr 4o oriceeded through the snicket to the Ballroom, Tar
C.amter, Sliprery Pins, Loxin chamher, Sirawbterry Shortcut and bask to
titel Chamber.

After heading oui +f Punchbewl, we had lunckh ard went to Dip Cave.

f+a
Gordon, John an? Ternis absellei down the DayiLight hole, while T led
the othvrs i Da;“iglb Chamber, up to the 3910nhv anu through te
number 3 series. J2 also abcompanleq us and he and I explored No. 3
extension of Dip.

cer, watched a few more abgeils a+d then headed
berrz.

Back to Daylighit Cranb
vt and back to Can

R T S R o . o

WYANBENE, 27-28 #AY 19783

Party: Peter Zart (L), John Briges, Steven Ralser, Gordon Taylor,
Sandy Tiffen, Ron ? .

This was a follow up rip to that on 6-7 May 1978, or purposse being
to explore the fifeure found on that trip.

{

Upon reaching the ford we found thot it had been completely washed out,
sc we walked int~ the cszping area and aset ur. The limestone outcroep
was then climbed ;ntil e reached the fissure, After atout 1 hour of
chiseliing rock we fi nzlly were able to gei thrcugh, wivh tl.e help of

S8cme breath control. =T, @8, myself and Rec.. a=2scended into the hole
ilr. that ordazr. ctever. 2zlso manased to get in after & oit more

chigselling.




"SPELEOGRAFFITI", VOL. 14, No. 2 _ Pase 16

Wyanbene Trip (27-28 Mav 1978) contd.

After the entrance, the hole widened slightly a i reached a ledge about
13 metres down A tight, near vertical squ

another 11 metres to a ﬂedge with =ome uecoraulc: w1ong the way. From
here a short drop and sguirm of 2 metres led to the final chamber: a
mud floored chamber about 3 metres long, 1.5 metres wide and 1 metre
height, with several frogs. Total depth was about 27 metres. Now came
the interesting part, namely, getting out.

Gordon proceeded up the ladder first and made fine progress until the
near vertical squeeze was reached, at Wule point much puffing, panting
and swearing occurred. Finally, after ! elmeu, telt and light were
removed and with John pushing from below Mr. Taylor made it through.

Next, it was JB's turn; he was pulled through by 3R after about 5 minutes
of grovelling

Then it was my turn, ani with the skill that
made it through with helmet and light on and wi
from others.

ers are known for, I
out pushing or pulling

Ron came next and likewise made it through.

-

R Ror and I went to
lent =ragonite

On the Sunday, we headed into the main o
Caesar's to look at the stream passage =2
flowers there.

=
"
I

p, <

re ST 3

f—lw

Meanwhile, Gordon and John investigated 2 tributary stream near the
Jailhouse. They climbed into an extensive rockpile and found a narrow
fissure 3-4 Wetres high, which when climbed allowed further access into
the rockpile. An interesting area which warrants additional exploration.

Gordon end John then headed out and were joined ty my group about 1
hour later.

An uneventful walk out and trip back tc Canberra then followed.

o, S e T R i S
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COUMITTER FOR 1

O
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PRESIDENT : Peter Hart,
Room 187,
BURTON HALL,
AW, U,

PHONE : 89 6542 (W)

VICE-PRESIDENT: Michael Horne,
BURTON HALL,
A.N.U.

SECRETARY: John Briggs,
Room E49,
BRUCE HALL,
A.NW.T.

TREASURER: Matthew Webber,
Room 180,
BURTON HALL,
AJN.T.

EQUIPMENT COFFICER: Gordon Taylcer,
40 Getting Crescent,
CAMPBELL.
PHONE: 47-6384 (H)

B R e S

N.U.C.C. MEET IHNGS

N.B. * % % Out meetings are now on Tuesday nights at 8 p.m., in the
Sports Union Office (top of the stairs at the Squash Courts) on the
following dates:
JULY 1
AUGTUST 1
SEZTEMBER 1
OCZOBER
NOVZMBER

~I\N PO 0
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COMING TIPS

JULY 2 NARRENGULIEY,
JULY 8 ROSEBROOK & XYREAN,
JULY 16 MICHETLAGO, Contact
JULY 22/23 iYL BENE
Tagzing of czves,
Contact JOHN
4B3

ATUGUST 6 JASFER, Contact PE
AUGUST 12/13 YARRANGOBILLY

Y7, Y45 & doline near magle's Nest.

Contact PET=ZZ T

Contact PETE

AUGUST 20 BUNGONIA, Contact

SEPTEMBER 30 - GCTOBER 2

BUCHAN - VIOTORTA

A really good

M

Contact PETER

clace!

JART,

PETER HART

PSTER HART,






