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Mt Fairy 
8 April1990 

Six cavers visited Mt Fairy on 8 April 
1990. Lindsay was to have led but he was 
crook and wisely stayed at home (I was 
crook too, but not so wise). 
The obvious entrance facing you as you 
arrive at the limestone outcrop (MFX 16) 
is a short man-made adit. Continuing to 
the left of the outcrop and descending 
into the "gorge", one passes an obvious 
sink on the right, whose entrance is 
tagged but thoroughly blocked by cobbles 
- this is where the stream from the 
direction of the farm buildings sinks. 
Several other tagged entrances, some 
man-made, were found on both sides as 
we walked along the gorge; most were 
short and/ or tight; some contained 
swallows' nests, some wombat holes; 
one man-made adit led to a natural 
cave. There is also a small abandoned 
limestone quarry. 
The main cave (MFl) was easily located 
about 200m along the gorge on the left, 
where a sizeable stream, flowing towards 
you, sinks at a large entrance. A large 
number of bats were seen and heard 
( and smelled !) in the entrance chamber, 
wombat poo was everywhere, and a 
small unidentified fast-moving animal 
was seen about 30m in to the cave. The 
upper part of the cave is a phreatic maze 
with heavy mud deposits on the floor 
which eventually terminate all leads; the 
lower part is active and contains much 
recent debris; most decoration in poor 
condition. 
Entrances MF2 and MF4 are adjacent, 
under large boulders. Two other caves 
were explored further up the left side of 
the gorge. 
Above the right-hand, higher side of the 
gorge is a small karst plateau, in which 
are numerous near-vertical solution 
tubes up to about 6m deep and 2m across, 
some of which are partly or wholly mud-

filled. Here the dip of the limestone 
strata is about 80°, with the strike more 
or less parallel to the gorge. In addition, 
there are numerous entrances adjacent 
to prominent outcrops. Some but not all 
of these tubes and entrances are tagged, 
some clearly recently so; the highest tag 
number seen was MF59. We did not fully 
explore the plateau but one surmises 
many small caves with mainly vertical 
development. In particular an untagged 
(?) hole in the bottom of a steep-sided 
shakehole was noted, but a thick mass of 
thorn bushes prevented close inspection. 
This whole area clearly invites more and 
methodical exploration - it may offer 
new discoveries and may be suitable as a 
beginners and/ or training area. 
Some interesting-looking cliffs, both 
man-made and natural, lie beyond the 
farm buildings, but we did not inspect 
them for limestone. 
Much time was spent exploring on the 
surface; the weather turned foul, and as 
we were by then wet and cold, we called 
it a day in m id-afternoon . 

Doug Abbott 
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Mt Fairy 
or 

In the Lair of the Killer Wombat 

29 April 1990 
Andrew Wall, Tim Barrett, Doug Abbott, John, Paul 
(Names changed to protect the guilty) 

- Here we are in the Bat - Cave (MFl) again, Batman! 
- Don't call me "Batman" ! 
- We l l what are those floppy black things a ll over you? 
-That's not the point , Robin . We're here to fin d the Killer Wombat 

and bring it back alive! 
The Killer Wombat? 

- Yes, Robin, the Killer Wombat; we're in i ts burrow now ! 
-Holy Toledo, Batman , it must be enormous! 
- It is Robin, and dangerous too ; look at t hose deep scratch-marks 

on the wall - its claws are tipped with tungsten carbide, and i ts 
breath can drop a caver at ten metres . We must be very careful ! 

- Look at these huge cave-pearls , Batman! They are 5cm in diameter 
and soft and brown! 

- They're not cave-pearls, Robin, they're Kil l er Wombat shit! Crawl 
f o r your life! 

(back o n t he s u rface) ... 

-Wha t 's for lunch , Batman? 
- Don't call me "Batman" ! 
-Well, what's for lunch? 
- Crunchy bat. 
-What ' s that? 
- Fresh bat, lightly k illed (crunch!) ... 
- I'll pass . 
- Did you observe , Rob in , that those bats h ad no noses? 
- Then how do they smell, Batman? 
-Awful, Robin, absolutely awful. 
- Holy histoplasmosis, Batman, let's go home! 
- OK Robin, but first we' ll visit MF4, MF2 0, MF21, MFX39, MFX17, MF7 

(worth another look), MF37, MF41, MF40,MF12. 

Doug Abbott 
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Mount Fairy: Main Cave 

After several recent trips to Mount Fairy I thought it appropriate to write a greneral 
report on the main cave (MFl-4) 
The main cave is located several hundred metres along the northern side of the 
obvious dry valley to the south of Mount Fairy. One of the two main entrances to the 
cave is a stream sink (intermittent), the other being a dry entrance above and to the 
left of this. If the stream is dry the stream passage can be followed for about 20-30 
metres, past the obvious 'rift' near the entrance (that goes to the rockpile entrance of 
MF3) along a crawl passage, and over a small rockpile to a sump. On my last visit the 
water level was low enough to see along Sm of passage with enough air space to be 
negotiated, but I didn't feel like getting wet! The passage is heading in the general 
direction of the sump near the extension squeeze. 
There is some tight passage above the first sump, one of which leads to another 
entrance via a low crawl (MFSO ?). A lot of sediment is evident here, and much 
evidence of wombats. There were a couple of tight leads in this area but they were not 
explored very far and appeared to be very tight and not likely to "go". 
The fourth entrance to the cave is via the mine adit and some passages that are 
intersected some way into the mine. These passages connect into the maze section of 
the cave, a series of complex phreatic passages that have been fairly badly vandalized. 
This section of the cave is dry and is often used by bats. Many of the small phreatic 
tubes are partially filled with sediment, evidence that this part of the cave has been 
"dead" for a long time. Many possible leads exist in this section, most of which would 
have to be dug to some extent. Some digs appear to have been done in the past, but no 
eviden ce could be found as to who by. There is little decoration in the upper sections 
of the cave- decoration that does exist is either badly vandalized or very dirty and 
dead. 
By following a series of small passages down through the maze the lower section of 
the cave is entered. A side passage in the upper level leads to a window that 
overlooks the main chamber in the lower level. A careful traverse and descent via a 
handline leads into the main chamber. As this way is a little tricky it is not often used. 
The chamber at his lower level appears to be generally of phreatic origin, with some 
good examples of roof pendants etc. There has been some modification by vadose 
action, and this is continuing during times of high water levels. Lots of bats use this 
chamber, so take care to disturb them as little as possible. 
There is a major rift crossing the floor of this chamber with a cobble floor. This rift can 
be followed, past the extension squeeze and another small lead off to the left, to a 
sump. Off to the left, if access was via the normal way, several rift-like passages can be 
followed to another sump. Again, last time I was here the water level was low 
enough for some brave soul to continue along the stream passage, but none came 
forth, so the problem remains. 
The extension is gained via a very tight sqeeze located about half way along the rift 
passage to the right of the m ain chamber. The squeeze is found opposite a flowstone 
wall (on the right), just past a flowstone duck-under section of the rift. If Hills Speleos 
have recently been in the cave then the squeeze will be filled with rocks. A few 
minutes of clearing is all that is required to open it again. A number of people feel 
that this blockage is responsible for the muddying of decoration in the externsion 
during flood times, and the evidence certainly points to this conclusion. 
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I feel it would be better to leave this squeeze open (maybe a better means of protection 
could be devised- ie a gate). The tight crawl further along the rift passage also leads to 
the extension. 
The extension sqeeze leads into a very muddy rift with a nicely decorated upper level. 
A low crawl through a couple of pools and lots of mud leads to the main chamber of 
the extension, with its great straws and 'tites. A visitors book has been placed here by 
Hills Speleos -please sign it for their records. Note the very flat (bedding plane?) roof. 
Passages continue to the right and left. To the right are a couple of small rooms, one 
with a rockpile wall, and some nice decoration. Several small passages lead off to the 
right and down to water, which appears to be standing water, ie the water table. These 
passages are very tight and great care should be taken. They still havn't been fully 
explored yet. 
To the left of the visitors book passages continue up past a stalagmite boss and 
decoration. While there are passages to the right of this passage, they are blocked 
(initially at least) by sediment. Past the boss the passage becomes low and continues 
past some great (dry) helictites on the right hand wall to a flowstone shelf. Over the 
shelf and down to the left leads to a small chamber with lots of nice decoration. On 
the way in look out for the tiny, pure white helictites on the roof! Several passages 
and rooms lead off this chamber, two on the right hand side leading to a small room 
with a shallow pool. There are some great botryoidal formations (pure white) in a 
small recess behind the pool. 
The pool is nearly blocked by a flowstone mass which comes to within lOcm of the 
water level at its lowest. This squeeze can be passed but it is tight and does require 
getting very wet. As my companion would not follow me through on the last trip I 
only had a quick glance around this section. Other people had certainly been here as 
evidenced by the boot prints in the mud. The pool is only about 4m long and is in a 
3x4 m room with some beautiful white shawls and straws. I followed one lead 
through to another room and further passages but did not continue as I was by myself. 
The lower passages were very muddy but the decoration above the mud was great! 
This section of cave certainly warrants another look. 
I think there is still a lot of cave waiting to be found at Mt Fairy. Certainly the section 
beyond the pool requires a good look at. I feel that further steps should be taken to 
protect this great cave . We shouid also survey the extension and the stream passage 
near the entrance, and tie this into NUCC's previous survey (J. Furlonger, 1972). 

Lindsa y lrvine 

by John Collins and Craig Stephens 
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Victorian Lava Caves 
Expeditioners: Tim Barrett, Andrew Wall and Byron Deveson. 

The three of us and 4-Runner with trailer 
hitched set off at six thirty on Thursday 12 July. 
After Dinner in Yass and several more hours 
driving (and sleeping on my part) we stopped 
for the night in Holbrook. 

Friday was our first chance to get underground -
although not down a cave. We were in a tourist 
mine in Bendigo and were even provided with 
Lead Acids and Helmets for our tour. The tour 
was interesting, but our guide failed to allow us 
to climb the emergency ladder - rather making 
us take the lift up the height of sixteen stories. 

We arrived in Hamilton on Saturday morning 
and found luxury accomodation before heading 
to Mt Eccles National Park. First stop was a 
natural bridge Cave - part of a lava tube which 
had collapsed at both ends of the cave. The tube 
was about ten metres in diameter and 30-40 
metres in lenght. The walls of the cave were 
composed of very rough volcanic rock due to 
the amount of gas in the lava when it was 
molten. The tube for many hundreds of metres 
each end of the cave was completely collapsed 
in and looked more like a ditch. 

Next we looked at a spatter cone. This is a 
small offshoot of the main volcano and looks 
like a volcano on a much smaller scale. I am 
told that it is normal for volcanic features like 
this to close up as their activity is reduced, so 
this open spatter cone is very unusual if not 
unique in the world. The cone was about 60 
foot deep and began five metres in diameter -
opening up as we decended. The rock at the 
mouth of the cone looked like it had been 
spattered with mud, but this was in fact rock 
which had been spattered from the cone when 
active. A map of the cone is included. 

The main crater at Mt Eccles is about a kilometre 
long and half a kilometre wide. There are 
several lava tubes leading from the side of the 
cone, one of which has been developed as a 
wild tourist cave. In the base of the crater is a 
lake called Lake Suprise. 

Sunday saw us heading to Byaduk and the small 
cave reserve a few kilometres from the town. 
These lava tubes extend from Mt Napier which 
is several kilometres away. The enterable tubes 
extend in a rough line (as can be seen in the map 

of the Byaduk area), and only extend in bits 
and pieces for about a kilometre, even though 
we were 5- 10 kilometres from Mt Napier. 

The longest of the lava tubes in the Byaduk area 
is about 150 m long, and all the tubes extend 
from spectacular collapses in the lava tube. 
Fortunately the Byaduk Lava features are 
relatively unknown and only with maps, and in 
certain cases ladders and other equipement, is it 
possible to enter the caves. 

Monday saw us heading towards the Grampians 
-very spectacular granite mountain ranges with 
large cliffs on one side of the range and a steep 
slope on the opposite side. The next stop was 
Mt Arapiles, from where we watched the sun 
set. This is one of the largest and most 
prominent rock climbing areas in the country. 

Tuesday presented us with a 13 hour drive back 
to Canberra, travelling from about 150 km from 
the South Australian Border. Tired but happy, 
we arrived in Canberra at about 9.30pm - a 
terrific trip had by all! 

Tim Barrett. 
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Marble Arch I Big Hole 
A joint NUCC/CSS trip to Marble Arch and Big Hole over two weekends 

Marble Arch -12 May 1990 
Tim Barrett, Dru Dietz, An drew Wall 

After a pleasant walk via Big Hole the party descencded Reedy Creek Valley and 
entered the gorge. We picked our way, mostly by sense of touch, through Marble 
Arch. A yabby was caught downstream of the Arch for closer inspection, the fearless 
hunter being nipped on the finger for his efforts. As further progress required 
swimming, the party returned to the camping ground. 

Big Hole - 13 May 1990 
Tim Barrett, Dru Dietz, Jenny 
Dyring, Paul Fisher, Stuart Pitch 
Allison Jabs, Melanie Mclntyre, 
Harvey Perkins, Andrew Wall 

After a late start the 117m rope was 
rigged. A joined rope (70m + 50m) 
was also rigged for the more 
experienced people to ascend. Six 
members of the party made the 
descent before retreating light made 
any further entries pointless. On 
ascending, the party removed from 
the hole two 2m lengths of iron 
reinforcing rod which presumably 
remained from construction of the 
viewing platform. 

Big Hole - 24 June 1990 
Penny Andrews, Chris Bradley, Annette Dean, Stuart Fitch, Robert Keene, 
J a son Sinnott, An drew Wall 

The party gained an early start from Canberra and was surprised to find a heavy frost 
near the Berlang rest area. The Shoalhaven was similarly cold. 
Two lOOm ropes were rigged and six members of the party made uneventful descents 
and ascents. A lyre bird entered the hole in the mid-afternoon, just prior to the ascent 
of the last two members. After an early departure, a debriefing sesssion was held in 
the Captains Flat Hotel. 
Thanks are offered to the NPWS for granting the additional entry permit at short 
notice. 

Andrew Wall 
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Rosebrook 
19 August 1990 

Tim Barrett, Neil Anderson, Dru Dietz, Harvey Perkins, 
Andrew Wall, Lindsay Irvine, Doug Abbott, Byron Deveson and his nephew Angus McMullen 

Rose brook is a small cave occurring in a limited outcrop of limestone on private property a few 
kilometres east of Bunyan, just north of Cooma. Before the trip, rumours were rife that the farmer 
had thrown a decrepit old windmill down the entrance so that he could use its ladder to get down 
more easily. As it turns out, the "windmill" is in fact a remarkably well constructed series of ladders 
made of scaffolding which twist their way down the fairly tight 30-odd metre vertical entrance shaft. 
This was supposedly done, after a particularly profitable wool season, so he could show off the cave 
and its contents to his friends. And for a small dry cave it certainly does have some showy features. 

The bottom of the entrance shaft opens into a decent sized chamber which has a fair bit of cave coral 
and some superb "cave cauliflower" - brilliant white florets burgeoning from a uniformly brown 
background. Another attribute of this chamber was the great diversity (if not quantity) of garbage: 
broken glass, old batteries, bits of plastic, wire, a used band-aid, shoe liners, aluminium foil, bottle 
tops, cigarette butts, and even an old comb; all of which were removed. 

Of peculiar interest to me was the presence of hundreds, literally, of dead blowflies (Calliphora spp.) 
and their pupal cases. They had obviously spent their whole life cycle in this chamber which means 
the eggs must have been laid and hatched there. The fact that they were able to complete their larval 
growth means there must have been an adequate food supply: perhaps a dead animal, or maybe just 
the garbage left by previous human visitors. Even more remarkable though, is that there were too 
many to have all been from the one brood. This means that either there was more than one gravid 
female who decided the bottom of a cave was a good place to drop her load, or, more probably, that 
the first generation of flies actually went on to mate and carry on this speleophilic line. No mean feat 
given that blowflies normally rely on sight as well as smell to locate potential procreative partners. 
The only other fauna in evidence was a single very dead and disjointed carabid beetle. 

At one end of this chamber the cave continued up through a maze of rock fall cavities and a network 
of anastomosing phreatic side-passages. None of these passages continued for very far, but were 
well worth exploring, from both a sporting point of view, and for the surprising beauty of some of 
the small but pristine formation developing in their most secluded recesses. 
Through the rock fall and down a very narrow and very sharp cleft, the cave opens out again into 
what appears to be a terminal chamber. It is here that the incredible formation, characteristic of this 
cave, reaches its climax. The floor of this chamber is covered with stalagmites which, rather than 
being smooth and lumpy, are pillars of the most exquisitely intricate cave coral I have ever seen. 
Unfortunately they are fairly mud-stained, presumably due to the filling of this chamber during times 
of high rainfall. There is no obvious exit from this chamber and it looks like the water must simply 
drain slowly away at the lowest point which is marked by about 2m2 of flat fine mud. 
With nowhere further to go, Andrew, Byron, and Lindsay got down to the serious business of 
photography (I must remember to take my camera down next time) while the rest of us headed for 
the clear blue skies of the Southern Tablelands. 

Back on the surface, the hillside is liberally scattered with weathered limestone but little else in the 
way of karst features. The only other promising hole in the ground, a little way up the hill, becomes 
very tight after the frrst 12 feet and I found it impossible to get past what felt like an upward-bending 
left-turning corkscrew. Maybe someone smaller could manage it but probably only head frrst which 
would make getting back out particularly nasty - and unadvisable. I have it on good authority from 
Neil Anderson that there are no other caves in the area - an exhaustive search was carried out 
something like 20 years ago- but in my opinion the one cave that is there has enough going for it to 
warrant returning more than once in the future. 

Harvey Perkins 
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Rose brook: 

Date: 19.8.90 
Present: Tim Barrett, Neil Anderson, Dru Dietz, Harvey Perkins, Lindsay Irvine, 

Andrew Wall, Doug Abbott, and Byron Deveson with nephew Angus in tow 
The Facts: 
07.45 I managed to wake up 
08.00 Those stupid enough to be on time began arriving at my place 
08.30 Those (like myself) who were also running late arrived 
08.45 Harvey made a stand (he stood up and said "let's go") so we all gave up on 

Mum's tea and biscuits and the fireplace and went. 
10.15 We all signed indemnity forms at Mr Pfeifer's place 
10.30 Stopped on edge of road, stripped, trogged, and walked 
11.00 Descended into bowels of Bunyan. This cave is spectacular formation-wise and 

a little (stress the little) photography is worthwhile . N o equipment is required 
to enter the cave as the farmer has rigged a mass of ladders starting about 10ft 
down the entrance, but a ladder for the first 10ft and a belay rope are optional. 
For those into masochism, after climbing over and through a few squeezes 
over sharp rock, there is an exceptionally pretty chamber. · In the main chamber 
the formation is not as good, but still impressive. 

13.00 Dru, Neil, Doug, Angus, Harvey and myself exited the cave to soak up the sun 
13.30 No further people having emerged, we yelled abuse down the cave entrance. 

Upon getting no reply we upped and left for the cars 
14.30 Having become bored of waiting and having consumed all available liquid and 

food, Harvey, Dru, Neil, and myself headed for Michelago Pub 
16.00 No one else had arrived at the Pub so we figured either they had passed or 

Andrew's vehicle had got wind up, so we headed for Canberra. 

Tim Barrett 

Benefits of bat shit 
Bernie Steele, a microbiologist from Auburn University, has recently 
discovered a variety of bacteria living in bat guano which could change the 
future of waste disposal. Steele's tenet that organisms living in extreme 
environments will have unique types of metabolisms and unique enzymes 
with potential commercial value looks like paying off. By patiently sifting 
through mounds of guano in Bracken Cave in central Texas, beneath a 
roosting colony of 30 million Mexican free-tailed bats, he has discovered an 
array of unusual microbes which may be of great use to biotechnology. 
Amongst these are a number of bacteria which can break down ammonia 
which he believes can be genetically engineered to be used directly in the 
treatment of waste water. 
Others produce an enzyme that breaks down chitin, a complex polysaccharide 
which makes up the hard exoskeleton of insects and crustacea. He proposes 
that these chitinase-producing microbes could be used to break down waste 
from prawn, lobster and crab processing plants, and the resulting simple 
sugars used for the production of fuel alcohol. Chitinase might also be useful 
in the control of insect and nematode pests in agriculture. HP. 
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Haul System 

A hauling system which is to be used to extricate someone from a cave should have 
the following characteristics: 
• It should be possible either to lower the person a short distance (if snagged on a 

projection for example) or to lower the person rapidly to the floor of the cave. 
• Any mechanical parts capable of malfunctioning or fouling should remain 

accessible to the haul party at all times. 
• The system should be as simple as possible. 

Such a system, which gives a 2 to 1 mechanical advantage, is shown below in 
diagramatic form. 

Tied off Whaletail 

Tied off 

NQ.tas.: 

Gibbs 
Ascender 

Pulley 

Load 

- For rescue purposes, where unusuaslly large forces may be present, whaletails and Gibbs ascenders 
are strongly recommended as opposed to other descending and ascending devices. 

- The use of pulleys to redirect rope around corners will greatly reduce friction on the rope. 
- Where failure of a pulley will cause an accident the rope should also pass through a karabiner which is 

located next to the pulley. 
- The presence of a large number of bystanders may enable a 1 to 1 haul, simplifying the system. 

Andrew Wall 
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National University Caving Club Stocktake 
as at 5 March 1990 

Ropes 
1 x 117m BWII 
1 x 50m BWII 
1 x 50m Edelrid 
1 x 45mBWII 
2 x 25m Edelrid 
1 x 22m Blue water (old, handline only) 
1 x 27m Blue water (old, handline only) 
1 x 24m Blue water (old, handline only) 
1 x 1 Om Blue water (old, handline only) 
3 x 15m Blue water (very old -for 
5 x 1 .5m Blue water knot practice only) 

Ladders 
6 x 30' ladders 
1 x 50' ladder (condemned) 
3 x 30' ladders (condemned) 
12 x ladder traces 

Tape 
15 x 5m tapes 
1 x 10m tape 
1 x bulk ro ll tape 
Miscellaneous short lengths of tape 
for use as battery belts etc. 

Technical hardware 
5 x rappel racks 
5 x whaletai ls 
14 x large Stubai carabiners 
1 x Ri ley rescue pulley 
1 x Clog chest ascender 
3 x Gibbs ascenders 
6 x Grey Jumars & miscelaneous rigging 

Lights 
11 x lead-acid miners lamps 

(MSA minespots & Oldham T2s) 
1 x MSA minespot (being repaired) 
1 x MSA minespot battery (being repaired) 
8 x Petzl Zoom headlamps 
5 x AA battery holders for Petzl lamps 
1 x Triang battery charger 
2 x KarMate battery chargers 
1 x charging board 
1 x charging board (needs repair) 

Haul bags 
1 x large yellow haul bag (good condition) 
6 x medium yellow haul bags (fair condition) 
2 x small yellow haul bags (good condition) 
3 x medium blue haul bags (poor condition) 

Survey gear 
1 x Suunto KB-14/360 RT compass 
1 x Suunto PM-5/360 PC T clinometer 
1 x prismatic compass & tripod (very old) 
1 x 30m fibreglass survey tape 
1 x 30m fibreglass survey tape (old & broken) 

Helmets 
12 x industrial helmets 
5 x fibreglass climbing helmets 

Miscellaneous 
6 x 1.5m scaling pole sections and spanner 
1 x rubber boat, oars, and pump 
1 x PVC waterproof caving suit 
5 x rope protectors 
2 x suitcases containing first aid kit 
1 x small first aid kit 
1 x electric jug 
Miscellaneous NUCC banners 
Miscellaneous old leather gloves 
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