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EDITORI AL 

Last year saw a substantial increase in the 
activities of our club in a number of departments : Two 
wire ladders were constructed of fifty foot each - ~nainly 
due to the considerable efforts of Graeme Chanman. 
A number of guiding principles reg&rding safety of club 
members vvere integrated into the rules and regulations 
of the society . Experiments in photography and liehting 
were undertaken. 

Caving should be an adventurous sport , an.d a club 
which merely travels old patbs repeatedly in its activities 
is sterile . In the department of club trips , an average 
of one every two weeks was sustained in 1965 - n. substantial 
increase over the previous year . A good deal of new 
climbi~1g techniques were tried in old stamping grounds -
caves at Eun(Sonia, for exar'lple. But few other caving 
techniques or r 8ally new caviEg areas were explored. 

This year we have a number of promisi~g trips 
ahead - for example the (1_ifficul t exploration of Colong 
Caves . Let us hope that this trend continues and armchair 
caving is not our 'raison d ' ~tre'. 

On page two of this newsletter, j_s an interesting 
statistical breakdown of last year ' s trips . 

! .ichae1 Henry . 

_ _ _ _ ._A_t;--4~ 7 
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From the Archives. 

The following is a breakdovm. of all available trip data. 

1964: Data is available from eleven official trips. 

Average number of females /trip= 2.33; average number 
of males/trip = 7. 44. These 9. 77 .. people spent 4. 85 hours 
underground, and a further 3. 7 hours travelling by car to and 
from the caves. 

In 1965 there were more trips, but less people went 
on t~1em. Data from 24 official trips has been collected, anC. 
does not i nclude the Fresher Trip. An average trip consisted 
of 1.33 females and 5.47 males , who, according to 1.6 watches 
took 1.86 hours to drive to the cave area in 1 .62 cars (count 
Mini r~Iinor as fraction of Station Waggon ) and a further 3. 7 
hours walking to and from the caves and making 1.2 billies of 
tea. These 6.8 people (the other 0.2 is presumably still 
scattered amongst various squeezes) spent 6.05 hours Down 
Under, implying that club members are finding their activities 
in the darkness more attractive. 

The ratio females:males rose from 1:3 in 1964 to 
1: 2 . 44 in 1965 despite several Dog Leg trips fo~ Men Only. 
In 1965, al~o, the females sector was represented on the 
committee for the first time (12.5%). Is caving to become 
a purely feminine sport? 

Longest underground spell was 16 hours at '7yambene , 
and shortest was Abercrombie, half an hour . Largest party 
was probA.bly 1965 Fresher Trj.p, but as people are still 
reportin~ in, data is not finalized . ~ext comes the NUSS /CSS 
Mt . Fairy trip, on which 27 hopefuls set out. Number 
returned is not recorded. This is also the only known trip 
on which the trip leader stayed home in bed. The smallest 
party underground was the President 'G courageous assault on 
NUCC ONE, 27th July, 1965. (There were other lone assaults, 
however.) 

Injuries have been very light, although upward of 
200 bruises have be:.:n collected. Most serious injury was 
a f all in Thermal Pool Cave, resulting in brief loss of 
consciousness, so we cannot afford to sit back and wait for 
statistics to catch up with u s ( see essay on safety, p. 4). 

Wee Jasper showed a decline in popularity, from 
60% in 1964 to 435~ of total trips in 1965. Orange and 
Mt . Fairy were not revis ited, while several places, such as 
Bendethra and. Colong were put on the HUCC map. 
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Most popular month for caving is l'.lay with 22. 6% of 
all trips to its credit. No official trips are recorded 
for November. This implies an inexplicable relation with 
the acedemic year. 

Predictions for 1966, based on observed trends : 
A further decline in popularity of Wee Jasper 

with the notable exception of the Unlucky Cave, WJ 13, 
popularly known as Dog Leg Cave. llovember·will continue 
to be a bad month for caving, as long as Virgo and Perseus 
rer.min in opposition, unless the Final Exams are moved to 
May, in which case Taurus and Aries are likely to have a 
head-on coll ision. 

CAVE SAFETY 

Caving is not DANGEROUS so long as caves are treated 
with the RESPECT they HAHRAll1' . CAVH~ G is a SPORT and l ike 
any sport has its own breed of casualties , its safety measures 
and first-aid measures. 

Safety in caves consists of two parts : · 

(1) adequate safe and reliable equipment; 
{2) using plenty of common sense . 

2 . A caver must always keep within his limitations of 
mental and physical exhaustion and never attempt anything 
beyond his capabilities unless under supervision f rom a more 
experienced caver and taking adequate care. It is important 
not to take risks : it is SELFI3ri to do so as a fall leading 
to injury can cause excessive worry and concern to the rest 
of the party, and vast inconvenience to others. I t is also 
very important to remember that your capabilities become 
LESS the longer you stay underground nnd the more tired you 
become. It is up to the trip leader to make sure every 
member of his party can tackle each new section of cave . 
It is NOT a DISGRACE for a caver to tell the leader t hat he 
cannot go on or attempt a difficult section of a cave - he 
will not be DESPIS~D. If however he does not convey his 
fears to the leader he could endanger t he lives of the whole 
party. 

1. With regard to equipment there are three essentials 
to be thought of: 

(i) CLOTHING. Clothing requ irements for Australian 
caves are not very stringent . Old clothes which are strong 
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enough to stand up to hard usage will do, but a boiler suit 
is recommended as it COl'ltains strong pockets, does not roll 
up or.. long climbs or crawls, and protects the inner layers 
fror:l snags and the worst of the mud . li'or wet caves \</here 
one can be inljnersed in water for long times [md then stand 
for periods while ladders are rigged or photographs t~cen, 
one can become excessively cold and in these circumstances 
woollen underclothing is essential, e. g . in Dog ' s Leg Cave, 
Wee Jasper, or 'Nyambene Cave. There have been many deaths 
( overseas) due to exposure, so adequate clothing is essential. 

The best footwear for cavers is boots, preferably 
rubber soled (well serrated) . A safety helmet is es ~ential 
to protect the head from stala,stites, and stones fallili.g down 
pitches. 

A caver never goes caving without a complete char)fZe 
of clothing ~~ After a day ' s caving a caver will be covered 
in mud or may be soaked through and the change of clothing 
is not only welcome when one emerges from the cave but can 
provide much needed warmth. 

(ii) FOOD. It is essential to take food with you on 
an extended exploration in a cave . However in most of the 
caves we shall be entering it will not be esaential to carry 
food - members on a trip shall be advised if it is necessary . 

ABSOLUTELY NO ALCOHOL SI-IALL ( OR SEOt""LD ) :SE T.AKE.t\ ON 
ANY CAVING TRIP. It is a commonly believed fallacy that 
alcohol will warm a cold person - in actual fact i t chills a 
person as it lowers the blood temperature and therefore the 
body temperature. This i s not the only reason for the above 
rule as a drun~en caver is a disaster. 

(iii) Equipment. 

IJIGJ.ITil,iG. 1'he most effective form of lighting f or caving 
is the Carbide Lamp, but a waterproof torch is ad~quate. 
The miner 1 s laillp using a Ni/Cd storage ba t tery can be used , 
however it is found that the battery can be a nuisance when 
squeezes are enc01.mtered or long crawls are undertaken . 
Whatever major sou.rce of lif~ht the caver uses , he should also 
carry a candle and matches in e waterproof container as a 
reserve lig . .!.J.t . If c:-~ carbide lar•1P is used a pricker should 
also be te£en. 

ROPES , LADDEHS and any other equipment should only be handled 
by experienced members of the club, and be checked regtllarly 
for any faults . If any are found they should be repaired 
or in the case of ropes , the rope should be destroyed . 
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BELAYING should only be c~ried out by experienced cavers 
under the direction of the leader who shoul d satisfy 
himself th;•.t the P1ethod l1Ged is se,tisfactory for the 
particular circuast;m ce. ~"i_lhe l oader should also make 
sure ths1.t a BO··.'JLL.: B knot is used to tie t h e safety rope 
around the person being belayed . It is Ei3";E.:.>.~I'IA1 thnt 
EVB::i.Y caver knows hovv i;Le BO\fLTL<8 is tied, and be able to 
tie it!!, as it is the only a c oeptablG knot tc be used 
with safety ropes . If a BC fi,D~E is NOT tied correctly 
then a deadly slip knot mo.y result . 

'l'he rit:cing of ladders sho~:~ld be c&rri ec. m1t 
by experienced c0.vers OHFr and ttwn only under the 
supervision of the trip ls~der . 

There is a right and wrong v.;2.y to cliElb a free 
hangi ng ce::ble lad;.. e:r and csn oe lenr n t only throu0h practice 
1,:tnde r the guidance of 2.n expc~rier::.ced club meraber . A pitch 
over twenty feet should 1l0t be attemj)ted until one is 
conversant with the correct w<:~Y to climb a cable ladd.er . 
It is a gener al rule tl1at no csver attempt a l adder pitch 
without being belc::.yed vvi th 3. safety rOlJC. 

On long pitches it is acivisable to vwo.r a waist 
sling and lmrabinr.;r as one can hook onto c.-~ ladder rung 
and have a r est wi thol:t any fear of falling off the l<J.dder . 

AC\JIDJ!j1:'J.18. The r..eceszary rr1ensures to be taken in the 
case of a c cidents camwt be fully des..l t with here , however 
if an occasion 2rise s where a meaber of the party does 
ha~)pen to h.?..ve an acc iden.t, the rest of the psrty must 
remain CA£~ . and not PAbiC . In the words of C. H. D. 
Cullingford ' rer::~cuo _underground is one-tenth lclowlodse of 
first~.:;.id and nine-tc::crt;hs of common-sense insc.-;sures 1 • 

The advi.c& of a doctor vvho hn . .s n.tter.ded m.:::'.ny cc:..ve rescueG 
( in Eng]_ar..d) is ' Get the injured man out as qui ci;:J.y ::..ts 
poss i1;l e with the J'JEin~: Ftm:::; . The nic eties of first-aid 
c e:m be co.r~- ied out where it is warm, dry a:n0. clean . 
Caving yict i ms die frow exposure , only rarely from their 
ir j :.1ries . ' 

Quotations and further excellent re c'.d ine; can be 
found in ·the stc:md.c:;.rd caving text: :SRI1'ISH CAVI.L; G by 
C ~- D CULL,D.! GI•'OHD, 2vailable in the 3. G. S . library . 

Summa1'Y 

Adequate, safety rrwo.fm:res can only be learned from 
the example of' more e:~perienced c2.vers . 

f)liF.!31'Y Ii': CAV'Jn IS 'r=;::;_;; HESPO;:iSIBILIT'Y Cl<' E.l.CH J (Eii5.8R OF TH2 
r.:u1~.'Y 

Graeme Chapman 
- -----·---- - ---
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M:y First Caving Trip 

The title seems to be somewhat high schoolish , but then 
I fL·st went caving 1Nhen at hit:,h school, or I should say, the 
Engl ish equivalent of it . Some years ago now, more than I 
car e to admit , I had the good fortune to spend some months in 
England with relatives on the Bns lish- vvelsh border a!1d attended 
an English gr armJar school. It was only by accident that I 
went caving. A friend of mine was an ardent ' pothole r ' , and 
when one member pulled out of a trip I Vvci3 asked to make up 
the number . After a small amount of persuasion I was off on 
my first caving trip. 

After a s i10rt train trip , and a w~lk of some twelve 
mil es, all uphil l , we were on the Derbyshire moors - a h i gh 
limestone pl ateau. 

I f you t hink England is crowded , take a trip up onto 
the moors . .Not hing but treel ess empt~-I,less, bare rock, short 
t ufty grass , a few forlorn sheep, sto1.1.e wal.~s and the r oad 
s t ret chi ng endlessly to the horizon . That is , when there is 
a clear day and you can see the horizon . NormalJ y , visibility 
i s l imited to a few hundred feet ; all around is a prevail ing 
whispy mist , weavi:ng eerily across your path . Disembodied 
sm nds come mysteriously out of the mist - the sol itary 
bleating of sheep , the phut- phut of a di<::sel engine from 
some hidden farm, the soft keening of the breeze in the 
t elephone wires hit;h in th,:l weird, e t ernal ly moving mist. 
Desol ation on an open , sunny Australian )lain is paradise 
c ompared to the moors. Every fevv miles we cros .:ed a small 
s tream emerging from nowhere, cascading on over brolren rocks 
into zome dark abyss . Eventually 1 after sever al h01;rs , and 
several bl i::>ters , vte reached our destination and made camp. 
Ever t r ied to pitch a teLt on ground with 1 11

- 2" of top soil , 
or make a f ire on a tre ·· less plain? I still vividly . 
r emember scouring the surrouJQing neighbourh ood for wo~ and 
comi ng acr oss an old sign9ost at a disused crossroads which 
mus t have been t here in the days of the stage coach . Needless 
to say i t isn 1 t there novv . 

The next morn ing the great momeYlt came , ti1e ladders 
wer e unrolled and dr:-pped dovm the first pit ch into Oxl ow 
Cavern - 60 ', but I didn 1 t know that a t tr.~ e time, so ful l of 
ent husi asm I started down . .About hal fway down I began to 
h ave second thoughts ~bolJt caving. fJOt t hat I was fr i ghtened 
but the laduer was sha..lcir.J.g furiously and rattli n[;, the shaking 
being transmitted from my knees, which jus t would not keep 
s till. :rurther encouragemer!t t'rom the top and I was down, 
s i t ting in a pool of cool wat e r thanking every sai nt I could 
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think of . A short scramblin€, climb down a rock slope 
1 midst a growing strem.1 of water anG. we vvere at the nc::t 
pitch, a free fall one , starting from a ~+all circular hol e 
in the floor. Dovm a swinging ladc: er and I was on the floor 
of the chai!lber below. The noise of the vvater was de E-.fening 
as it cascaded over th8 edge of o. limestone buttress, the 
crash of it hitting the botto~ reverberating around the 
chamber . A rope s.rouno_ t :: e we.i st and I was sliding over 
the buttress to the bottom through a curtain of cold water. 
The water goir g down the back of my neck nnd out throu gh my 
boots . On ago.in 2nd then v.;e stopped c~t c. sump . The 
small stream h ad noVJ S\VOllen t o a full si ?.ed ur;.dergro1J_nd 
river complete1y filli .•. g tl~e cave. ~·!here did the river go? 
Probably on for :nil ·.:?s to emerge triumphan tly into the light 
at Castleton or Burton. So b::ck we went, up throu£h the 
waterfall and the ladders, the liC~st climb being the longest 
and most difficult of c:.ll, so long in fact, th r_t I cc.lled 
dovm to nsk hovv far it was to the top and was rewarded with 
a quiet 1 you~re h e re 1 • It VJ<:.s ni t:ht . I had been under-
ground for twelve hours . 

So ended my first caving trip. 

WAITOHO 

Wfiitomo, situated about 150 miles 
i s :New Zealand 1 s best known caving area . 
cou~tryside is partly grazing country and 
fo1·est, with jus t an oc casional limestone 

south of Auckland , 
The surrounding 

partly natural 
outcrop . 

The three tourist c aves are quite large in parts, ­
with chambers up to 50 feet h igh, but elsewhere you have 
to make your way e.long narrow passageways~ carefully 
avoiG.in£, precipitous drops down to lower levels. In ')ne 
place the eerie quiet is broken by the amplified rumbl ing 
of a large underground strea'-"l , which emerges f r om the 
depths of a. narrow tunnel and disa pears into the darkness 
a lit t le way further on . In ) laces the formation is 
particularly good, with l a rge rock faces glimmering with 
crystal, and occasional helicti tes, but in the ,11ain the 
caves are quite dead and u.nattracti ve l'ror.1 this point of 
view. 
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The r eal feature of Haitomo is the famous 11 Glow-worm 
Grotto". This n z.tural wonder is accessible by dinghy a cross 
the surface of a small underground lake. The canopy- l ike 
ceiling is lit by myriads of' p:·10spho:cescent points of green 
light - almost enoue;h to see ty. The glow-worm itself is 
greyish-white in colour. It uses t~J.e green light in its 
tail to attract insects, which are then sna:red by a thread 
which dangles , like a tiny fishing line, from the worm's 
mouth. 

Judging by my brief impressions of 1Vai tor:w , I 
wo:.1.ld say that it coHlpared unf avourably with certain 
Australian caves - nota.bly JenolP,n, although son-:.e J~i ew 
Zealand spelios a ssured r:1e tha t they knew of some caves of 
exceo)tional beauty. 

However, for those Vih - intend joining me on the 
NUCC trip to Wya:·tbene on Saturday, 16th .April, I can assure 
them that I saw nothing in Ne\'/ L;egland to coDpare with 
1 Cleopatra ' s Bath' or, · especially, t h e 1 i'ifi tches -1 Cauldrons ' 
in the great chamber, both of which are to be seen on this 
particular trip. 

Geoff I1Iarchant 

Caving in ~ . Z. ( 0aitomo2 

It war~ a mornent of e:;reat prid e and. joy when NUCC 
delegated me to carry out tile epic assignrne::,t of investigating 
the speleological pote11 tial of Australia's off-shore · 
islands to the Bast - of course at my own expense. Here 
foll'ows a brief account of my adventures j_n these strange 
lands . 

Having hired the swifte :~t craft available at the 
time, our journey to t h e ree ote islands 40° S End 175° E 
in the so·,~th Pacific Ocean wc-;.s accom~)lisi1ed wi thuu.t incident. 
Beirig anxious to c2,rry out my 1r,ission in the shortest time, 
I i nquired of t :1e ll cal natives whether there were c..ny caves 
in the area. Ignoring their reports of 'bottomless pits ' 
as too sensationalistic to be authentic) I journeyed 
further to the district knom1 as Waitomo. 

here I was d.irected to wh&t appeared to be an 
amusement park but I :,~vas assured by all the inhabitants 
snd tourist brochures thE~t this was the crovm.ing glory of 
my trip and that I vvould be "enchanted by this trip no 
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matter how sophist icated I was'' ( auotation is excerpt of 
Q.Al:!TAS brochure on )·iew Zealan\.A) . - At the r a,:tusernent park I 
entrance , after paying a small fee I was pen::!i tted ·i:;o join an 
expediti on venturing into the caves . 

Having brought all my caving eq1J.ipment with me I then 
set about c::-.ettlng into :::y trog· suit, putting my ·sling and 
karabina and pitons on, helmet on IHY head, 60 feet of rope 
coiled so diligently over GY shoulder, my hobnailed boots 
whj_ch clattered terribly on the cement floor and lighted my 
c arbide la1np . Then I wa , reCJ.dy to set off . My first big 
surprise car1e vvhen I first met t!.1e other El8illbers of the pa:cty . 

A feeling of awe swept over m6 as I trudged to the 
as0embly point :~uJ.d ;ny 1:1ind wand~= ~c· ec: b2.ck to the mar:y enjoyable houvs 
spent underground j_n my ovvn dis·cnict ':Ji th my own cob be s . 
The r est of the party however dj_d not seem to be awed by the 
fate awaiting them; in fact they showed a :nonchalent indifference 
to the whole aff air. Indeed , dressed in eveni:r~e: clothes 
a f ter a gala banquet the ni3ht before they had not even 
~othered to change into trog suits. 

As any good ~UQC caver knows it is es~ential to carry 
t hr ee independant sourc4s of light on any caving trip, and 
t his I had, carbide, cs.ndle and m2.tches . I was s hocked to 
find that the rest of the party, apart from four very portly 
gnetl ernen who smo.~(ed cigars, h.::>..d no source of light at all -
n o, not ev en a match . 

J<y fears were hei{ihtened when I we.s told to leave 
my rope beJ.:.j.nd as it "weigheJ. too mucl1" in t:he words of the 
leader of the pa::r.~ty , vvho w::w so old he cound hB.ve beer~ my 
gre .. ~.t grand.fatb er . But eventue.lly, vvhen remerr:bering th ... ,t 
my assignment must conw before al1 else, I :finally pluck::;d 
up enough courage to carry oL . 

'di th my carbide burning brig::J.tly I _plunged into the 
unknown . I we.c beginn ~.ne:, t ,; ·..vonder when we woulC:. gE.·t into 
t he C9.ve after we.ndering through v: .. rious concrete passageways 
lit by EIJ::!JCTRICITY overhead. 'l'o my amazement ~ when I nsked 
t h e leader he replied th- t '.ve he.d be2n i ;1 the. ce::.ve for half 
an hour. I then knew v1hy I hc:uin ' t seon any formations -
the lights were so bright I \Vas c~azzled ano. could se.;; no more 
than the de:~rk haze cf a dinner-suited gentlL.mn (I think) in 
fror.t of LiG . 

A little later SOllleone up front yelled out "water ! 11 

and my mind vmnt racinG back to the r.mny r iver crawls and 
siphons I had beE:n through .- I vdshed I had brouc:~ht my wet 
suit and underwater diving gear with me . L~y fears were 
h e i ghtened when I ws.s tolJ. to extinc;-u.ish my carbide . I 
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e.sked the leader hovv many o.ucks there ,.ere in t!1e river 
s ect i.on of tLe cave, but to wy surprise he said t here Here 
none and thc-d; I hc::'.d to sxtinguish my cal"bido so l would not 
s e t the wooden boat ali&,ht. 

After boarding the boat and shovin~ off we drifted 
towards y;hat ? A tourist brochure des cri bed it hS "you 
suddenly enter a vast c2 .. vern where a canO)Y of millions of 
glow- wor ms s:J.ed a celsstial r 2.diance to the glossy w<:::.ters 
belO\':" ( quotation frm. tourist orochul'e o:C Ne~·/ ·.~ev.la11d '11ourist 
and Publicity Department) . ':Jell, 1Je did drift into 2.. la:~cg8 
cht:u~1ber ;,·,j_th millions of ti11~r lie.hts in ·v ... e ceilin::::; . ·:rhe 
leader informed uo tl1at ·cLe l i .zl:lt W'.'B eraitted f:-co:c1 the tail 
of ~che f e112le clov1- wor::i ·,•tho is ·Hix·r,less . .de e,lso werd; on 
to s ay ( ve~cy leernedly ) "CLat ~he lliale L:c; wirJ.t:.,S and glow-worms 
were coleopterous insects . 

IImtever ·c;.le light wat:: some .hat meagr e and I vvi.shed 
I still had my carbide lig:1teU., <'lS it vvould have done the 
job much better. I we.~-, disa_~)~)ointed by t!.1e limesto ,·te 
fornLtions in -~Lis chamber - at firGt I thouc,ht I saw i~lyriads 
of fin e pencil s;tal actitic;s on the rcof but closer examination, 
which was r<:~therC:I.hazardm.- s operz~tion ar, the boat rocked 
precariously when I stood up, revealed thc t they \·Jere long 
thr eads suspended by the glow- wor ms for the purpose of 
Cdtching insects for foo~. 

After digesti!.=g this informs~tion fo r seve r al seconds 
I W::.'.s forcibly restrained from takir..g a semple of these 
creatures . They wo .. ld have been ideel for catchlng flie s 
at the entrances to ce.v::~s b~ck on the mainl<:Lnd . 

Driftinc; further into the u nknovvn I noticed some 
side- passages h the eerie gloom , but was restrai ned from 
explorin.s these by our 1 ;:) de:;,~, who c:-~i1 Xiously Hished to press 
oa through tl1e main strean . 

I '.Jas deeply rnoved by the !!:omer.tous j ourne_y on ·,Jhich 
I had embarked, but my hopes and expectations were soon 
dashed for the trip was over before it begar . A faint glow, 
a ray of li[;ht , and. we found ourselves in daz..Jling su:.:llie,ht 
once a_ain . Bow such a trip , showing great prowise at ~irst , 
could prove so fruitless wa s impossibl0 to comprehend . 

If this was c.. tylJical exatilple of a r~e',v Z.ealand cave , 
I have little faith in there betnc much prospect o:f extensive 
cave systens in this ~Jart of the v:.rorlcl . rrhis conten~ion . 
is aup)orted b y the ceneral attitude of t~e local s~e~eolog1sts 
who have only the most primitive cavJ.L.~ techniques . They 
use no ropes, l e.dde ·.:s, ka:-ca.binel~s etc . - in fact no artificial 
cli mbing aids at etll. Safety technique ~:: are non-e:;~istant . 
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I th~refore recommend that no further trips be made 
to these areas; the club wcY,;;.l d v.o much better to confine 
its attention t o well-knc~m cave systemns on the raainland . 

~N . Ij . l~o ICing 
G. V. Chapman 

Editor's Lote:- Information received from usual1y reliable 
sources indicates th t the aut!10rs h ave never in their lives 
journeyed outsidu ·che b01.'-nd eries of -G l':: e mainland; ther·efore 
the Editor· on behalf of tile magazine will not be responsible 
for any views expressed in the above article . 

---------
THIP REPOETS 

1. ~{eport of a t r ip to Punchbowl Cave, '8ee Jasper, on 
19th February , 1966. 

Tbe trip leader was Graeme Cl1apman . Members on trip 
were: liJeville Kin[;, l·:Iichael Henry, I an H.aine, and non- member 
Richard Johnson also 1!vent. ;J eville was under grolmd f or siK 
hou r s , while the rest of tl1e party stayed unde r for ten hours. 

The party went out on Friday nigh t and got up early 
f;aturd ay morning for breakfast follm~ved by a day.' s cav1.ng . 

Cave photograph3r f especially of ladder on daylight 
pitch into :!?itch Cha;r>,ber of Funchbowl, ws.s ma in r ea son for 
trip. Some forma tion waG also photoc raphed . Lic;hting for 
photography was provided by a 1 • 5 K1.J G-enera tor and and f our 
fifty watt floodli[hts . 

Three of t~·~e party -ente1·ed ;3 it:,-nature a:ncl proc eeded 
to Punchbowl carrying, shovinG, heav:i_:.:·lg and pushing lighting 
equipment which included floods, leads and other paraphernalia 
such as cameras, film, tripods etc . to be used for p:lOtographic 
purposes. G-VC and L~ went to u~e top of t h e pit ch ar1d rigf?ed 
l adder and belay :cope cmd tied IR to colwm (not to be shot J. 
The generator wa:,. put in place a t entran ce i n open air and. a 
lead dropped to the eager men below who eagerly conne·<;;ted it 
up to the floods and started shooting - oops oorry shouting 
for the g ene t o be s t arted \'vhich i t was and we then had light, 
glorious light . CWC was then belayed down the pitch by IR 
bu t had to stop several tir.IeG for t h e eaber bea vers below who 
·wanted to photograph someone on a lad ,~ er (or maybe they were 
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waiting for an action shot of someone f alling off) . 
were bad . 

The f lies 

At the bott0m GVC took a flood and reclimbed t he 
ladder ;JOsi tioni:~g Dame on a conver,j_ent J.ede,e to lic;ht the 
upper rec.,che :-; of the ladder . J:,.gaj_n he descended and photos 
vvere t aken . 

Then the others who \VG:re claubering for t heir turn 
on the lad(:&r had their turn . Eventually I H wa~~ released 
from his column and l.JLRK replaced him . 

Hu ch lad<ler clLfbL.:S· ::tnd m<.~ny photogr aphs l ater t he 
floo dr; wer e turned on varic_,n;:: iol';~l<.tiovs for hlore phot:::: and 
e:•:-entw::·l l y we d·,J;-cidecl i t was 0 inner til.1e . .£1ft or l adc· e rs u;; 
and c a ble up and packed up we returned to dayli ght and eats: 

After lU,ch all except t~evllle returned. to PutlChbowl 
and had a qui cl~ ·t urn arounc~ to f E-..miliarize ourselves vli th the 
route for freshel's and also to show .RJ what Hi:AL cl:..vn;G is 
like . 

.. 
P. S . 'fhe phot:!\, turned out well - in the VJords of our 
indomitable presiden t ' Holy r:ackeral ' 

Graerlle Ghapman 

2. Rc~"'ort of a trip to Colong CCJ.ve on 4th - Gth l"ebrugry, 
1966 . The distance is 145 wil e;-:; of which abm t 70 miles of 
road are eTavel . The road is :i.n the .i.;roces;_; of rejuvm;.ation 
by t he r &J.evant authori tieo . The trip leader was l:Jeville 
King , a1 .. d club r:J.embers on the trip :vere ·~-raeme Chayman, I'lichael 
Henry 2nd Peter Swan . Three non- me1.c.bers , Vicki , Sue ~)mythe 
and James <::nnythe also ·.;ent on the trip. '1-'~:~e party spent 
e iGht h ours explo:.:- inc r,ani can 1 s Cave, l~L-10 1 s Cross, :t:ow 
Tunnel , Shark 1 s l outh Cave and pa3.Jage r-; beyond. 

Notes : ( i) Colong Caves lie i n the CQtchment area of the 
Warragal!lba Dam. Permi tr3 t o enter this area can be obtained 
from the G /dney r.-Ie tropoli tan .'Jater Jewerage and Dra i nage 
Board, 341 Pi tt ~>tre et, 2_y_::_pe;y . 

( ii) ..''..ccording t o the brass plaque a t tached t o the 
gri"lle, applicat ions fo:r a jr.ey S.!.'lo-ulc'~ lJe adc res sed t o 1'he 
Sec retary , Colong Cs.ves Tr us t, 39 ··, illia1.1 Ddwa:cd Street, 
-r · 11 ' · ·- Th J b no;•! h ns a ; :.:.e~,r thanks to GVC • ..uonr;uev l e , ··'· J. ·:. e c .u . _ J 
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After belatedly 0eparting from the home of ~ de f acto 
committee member on ·Friday even: n g , and. suc cessfully resisting 
a stro:·.c; temptat i on to irlv2.de the ~-! cots ' Ds.ll at Taralga, the 
_party arrived at Batsch Camp at iilidnight. 2-'hr ee hours later 
the 'Nali.: and descent to the c. ves wr:.s a ccom:.)lished and we all 
slep t und e r the glow of a rising sun . Upon entering Lannigan ' s 
Cave and a r riving at King ' s Cr oss , the ~;>arty made a series of 
interesting but unnecessary detours throuch the reticulate 
system of .:;:>as sages wi th which 'ite were confronted. Sever al 
hours l ater we regained c.ur bearings and arrived at ::-3h·~rk ' s 
~outh Cave. After returninc; to the surfBce , only the four 
club members could muster sufficient enthusiasm to re su1.1e the 
sec:.rch for the f gbulous Wolf ' -::; Cabin . Pushing past Shar k ' s 
t:outh Cave , h oHever, we SOd1 h,-~d the dej ectine and demor al­
ising experience of f i nd i Dg our way barred by a locked gate . 
Accordint, to a pl aque att .::ched thereto , the gate had be Em 

locked only a week before by & Sy dney Univer sity Rover Crew 
for the Uoor anbong Speleological As.wciation, which has now 
disbanded. ·rhanks to GVC the club has now obt ained a key 
from the Colong Caves rr·rust. Yie explored some side passages 
and recorded. some c aust ic comruents in the visit or' s book at 
King ' s Cr oss on the way 011t. 

J:.Jeville King 

R .. j Coue~ro"'-'\.;;. .... c ~. -I- ;:, ~l.-e Gt; !TC'·t<. w. ll be IMo~t 
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