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I would 1like to thank the
leeting for eleetving ie 1
yieare L hiope that 1 wil
well as previocus presidents.

at the Annual General
nt ﬂor the. eoming
1 the tagks as

& excutive haz gset & high standaxd which
I an exccutive will meintein grd even, if possible,

exceed,

The club h=zs s
programme of caving which next tern will be carried on with
a sezsonal decline in third termm as the examd draw nsar.

I would 1like to wigh all the mewmbers of the club an
enjoyabie year's caving and especially an accident-free
one

Graeme Chapuan.
O R R R
Gut-going President's Renport

From Janvary lasst year Vb 21 tae ckvl-g cluvb
remained consistantly hish. An average of one trip a
Tortnight was naintaine d - imcluding approximately a six-week

break over loveuber/Deceumber.

Cloyne, Abercrombie end Colong Caves were explored
for whie Tirst fime by Dur club, Alse fer the first tine,
a substantial amount of research was carried out into the
history and some geology, of a cave system - Colong caves.
3“ EONS interested, this information “¢ available
as & Ny angG statiztics on our ©F
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One hundred feet of wire ladder was constructed -
probebly tne safest of its kind availablie anywhere - due
to the efforts of mainly one nman - Graene Chapman. Ve have,
or Lope to have enough materisl for another 200 Ieet of ladder.
A reguest has been made to the Sports Couneil for 300 fest

of manila rope.

Cur efforss in Orientation Week were the biggest yet.
hree meetings were orgenized and attracted sizable asudiences
to the glides and films on caving.

Conmparatively little atteution is paia to the objects
of our caving clubj; and club policy en caving is noh-existent.
Iiowever the enthusiasm and approach to caving by all club
members is very gotlofylng, safety technigques preﬁtiaed by
the club at present at leuut cause no need for concern -
two sprained ankles (both at Colong Caves) being sugbalne&

ol Ly,
Puture trips have been planed up to the end of first

term -~ three months p;e¢ : So if this type of foresight
and activity contiau a2 far more inte¢eotino and eaergctic

year of eaving is aueau. & 5
liichael Henry

From the Treasury

Financial Statement for the period 1/3/65 - 28/2/66

Credis Debit
Balance brought forward one cwhb. drum of carbide
Gl b ol 240
Meabership Subgcriptions materials For ladcers
£80 S.U = 220015,
Donations Dnil Subseription ta 'Belictite!
Sports Council Grant - ot el ) )
stationery and laciers bolts and Loxins 1068
£77.5.0 Stationgry i
Trip fees ot o I
Carbide Sales S L
Bank interest T T2

Batance cariied forward +£7. 1.0

The above statement does not include équipment suponlied
by the Sports Union - carbides, helments, ropes etc., to the
value of approx. £70.
Neville King



Annual Geseral lieetir

The Annual Gerneral lieeting of the Natdional University
Caving Club was held in the Main e i} Chemistry
Pepartuent, B5.06.5., on Tuesday, April 5th, Twenty-=-two
bodies pv“:cﬁ*ed thengelve 2 1t down to businegs at

Fadd

hfter £ been digpatched, the Outgeing
President's Report au& the nancial Statenent were read
and accepted, en it was time for Special Business,  and
Graeme Chaﬂudﬁ took the floor to propose a complex and
shigntily %ewlﬁuerlﬂ‘ set of amendwments to the Constitution.
These were duly acce Dtﬂd by the club, and it was time for
the next iten on the agerda, However, our guest speaker

had arrived by this time, so the meeting broke off Ifor a
fascirnating and infeormative ta2lk on the caves of the BHullarbor
Plain oy Ly, d, dennines, Reader, iy Geomorphology in the
Institute of Advanced Studies.

: Carie Question U it came the guestions, thick
mﬁ& fast. Finally a halt had to be called or we would have
gne on until mornming leetures., and the neeting proper was

resumed.

e A glance at the clock cut the agsnda’ {0 merely
WHlcetl lon of Office Bearers,

Tie Bxecutive Tor 1966:

Peesident: Graeme Chapn
Vice~-Pregident: Michael Henrpy
Secretary: Joanne Pisher
Teeasurer: Isn Raine
Bouipument Officer: David Hoore

(Rokert Orreill
Generszl Comuittee Liewbers (Norman Stoke
(Iiichael Webb
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Caving in the Nullarbor
Falk given by My, J. Jennings at the 4,6, M: of R, U.C.0., on
Apraid St .

Wr. Jennings first showed the film 'Under the Hullarbor!,
ciien: supplemented it with slides and 2 talk, He explained
she geological history of the area, which consists of two
imestone layers and was formed under tie sea. It ends in
sheer cliffs at the present sea edge. In places the two
.imestone layers have different coasts, and c¢liffs drop from
el level Tio dhie obhey,

The caves are formed by water trickling through fissures
n the limestone, or in the case of porous limestone, <
ieeping through the entire material, which forms a network
f tunnels somewhalt resembling a giant sponge. Caves can
¢ Tormed in either of the two levels, and are clagsified as
hallow or deep.

Deep . caves call be loeated from the alr by the characlieristic
ink holes of the entrances which enlarge and collapse over
eriods of time. Pinpointing them and then travellipg over
and to reach them is far more difficult, and some caves
n thick scrub are considered inaccessible.

Mr. Jennings discussed location and exploration of these
aves, particularly the deep caves which are generally larger
nd more extensive. Some of the slides showing the sizes
f some of these caverns were truly staggering, many caverns
ging 90 - 120 feet high. The caves may also be very long -
gilels Being un. tg.one mile in Jjensth, Formatidn is rare
lthough some of the caves are wet, and underground lakes are
noWn.

Exploring these caves presents many problems, the carrying
I supplies being one of the most important. Mater is
arried on trucks in large iron tanks, and even firewood has
o> be brought #o some areas, as could easily be seen from
ome of the photographs. Underground pinotography in such
ige volumes presents problems, which were at least partially
vercome by using what sounded like a lethal weapon similar
o a military flamethrower ag a flash gun.

e e e S el oS e



IRIP  REPOHTS

Fresher Ppipa

Two very successful trips were held on Sunday 6th March
and Saturday 12th March. About twenty people went on
each trip to the Wee Jasper Caving Area, where they were
introduced to the hardships of caving in Punchbowl Ceve
and The Dip No, 4 Bxtension. The parties left Bruce
Hall abcut 8,30 - 9,00 am and returned at 9.00 pm or

a little later. As usual, John Foster was first on
the scene with a “oad of Lennoxians, the main party
following much later. On each occasion a party went

to Thermal Pool Cave independently of the main parties,
The expeditions ended in traditional manner with
nambergers in Yass.

Thermal Pool Trip, Sundey 6th March,

This was an exploratory trip. Fouyr cavers carried
out the assmult - Joanne Fisher, Alan Duff, David Moore
and Ian Raine. Time underground: four hours.

Leaving the meeting place by WJ 13, where some fifteen
freshers were waiting excitedly or apprehensively for
their firsgt trip underground, for NUCC~ites went in
Tan's car to the Thermal Pool Cave with a ladder and

BOPpa. The rope wesg slung and leit at ithe entratice
for lowering and raising bodies and equipment, and the
party went to the first pool. The watzr level was

very low - most of the pool floor was dry, and JLF
investigated the suup. It runs horisontally, and is
wide enough For a persgson to enter, but there is no
indication that any breatiiing spaces lie beyond.
walls of the lower pari of this diamber sre thickly
covered with calcite crystals, washed pale brown by
the mud. '

The

The forty-foot rud slope beside the pool was climbed,

a slimy trip lsader requesting ithat the ladder be slung
becavse she could only travel downwards while dripping
muddy water, About two-thirds of the way up tiiis
slope David noticed some white grass-like plants which
appeared to bte growing there,

To the right a twenty-foot slope (slippery when wet)
leads without warning to ‘the brink of a ten-foot drop.
The fifty-foot ladéer looked oul of place glung here,

but nevertheless proved invaluable. At the bottom

was £ chamber with the second pool, about ten-by- twelve
feet in arsa, and four feet deep with an additional

two feect of ooze on the bottom,
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After JLF was persuvuaded to stop practising breast-stroke

sile locgted whie sump in a corner of the pool in one food

of water, It slopes downwardsg and rapidly narrows. The
water levels in the two pools séem approximately the game
and they probably connect via a lower level, The temperat-

Yre i the dame i both - about 787 .

Under a ledge near the focot of the ladder a small gap was
noticed so the party squeezed through. this led tortously
to 2 sinall chamber. Ian reports that a passage leading

off here goes on, but narrows and loocks doubtful. e air
in the second pool chamber beszme bed very quickly, suggest-
ing there is no through passage from it. The humidity is
extremely high, and sweat poured continually down our faces.
There is gome formation at the top of the slope and in the

" pool chamber but it is 211 dead.

The party then left the cave and returned to the meeting
plhkoce for- lunch,

The following Saturday Mike Wekb took a party of four
others into Thermal Pocl Cave and investigated the possib-
ility of forcing the first sump. Lack of equipment
prevented him doing so, but he ig hopeful of achieving this
intae near futuve,

Joanne fisher

Weekend Trip to Colong Cave, 25th-27th March.

The Gorge is 150 miles from Canberra, of which 80 miles
is bitumen end the other 70 gravel road in good condition,
Caves entered were Lannigan's Cave - The 'Grill' - Woof's
Cabin, The caves are dry. Members on the trip were:
Graeme Chapin?, Janet Arthur,Jan Butlind, Laurie Curitis,
Joanne Fisher, Nevilie King, David Moore, Sue Nicolls,
David Hicolls, Robert Orreill, Ian Raine, Kathy Robingon,
John Tillay, and non-members were: kathy and Peter
Aitchison, lary Burns and Lester Walters.

The main %%ty of 14 left Canberra in GVC's c¢=f and Lester
Walter's Landrover at 7.00 pm on Friday. IR's car with
JB, KR and LC left at 8.00 pm snd made the Abercrombie

where tihey camped,

™
GVC's and LW's party, after feediﬁépﬁoulburn, arrived
2k Batsch Camp at 11.35 .pn, After preparing to walk to
the caves we cet off eirea 12,20 in drigzling rain, On
the way cdown the slope one mémber, PA,lost & water container,
After it being stopped further down the slope, the follow-
ing conversation ensued: :



"here ig the bottle?2™

PA
1 UEG s by bhe bree with the shany  square on it."

Reply

as ap

(The track 1s marked with thousands of shiny squares of
aluminium nailed to trees.)

1er- v ong at the creek we made our way to the Grand Arch
cave, rousing sleeping Bathurst cavers on the way, where
we bedded down at circa 2.70 am.

6.45: light and end of sleep - breakfast after getting
people moving - Joanne did an extra good job of getting people
SNt o pilercimg screan: YHELP) TUM BALTLINGI Y dffer
falling (controlled) 6" she reached the floor of the cave.
<

Ten of the party (GVC's) then took off for the cave,
Lannigan's, just as IR's party arrived. Expert guidance
by WLRK brought us to Amber Cave in 45 minutes, where JLF,
not feeling so well, decided not to endanger herself or
the rest of the party and return to the surface. GVC and
wLRK accompanied JLF to the entrarnce where we were met by
8 group of Sydney Roversg just coming in - King's Cross,
Colong version, was worse tharn the Sydney vergion on
Saturday night. We also met up with the two Bathurst
cavers again and apologised for disturbing their sgleep.

With Lester now in the lead we went to the gate - the key
worked and we piled through and on, Pormation the 1likKes
of which we have never seen before started from fifiy feet
beyond the Grill esnd increased in perfection, sgize, and
guantity until in Woof's Cabin it was unbeliévable, GVC
egpecially and NLR¥X went snap hapoy.

In the meantime Rovers and NUCC members were fraternizing
to their hearts' content althdéugh the two groups did more
or less stay as :zeparate perties.

Avproximately 4.00 pmn we started back, GVC and NLRK stopping
every few yards to tzke photographs, which kept Bob happy
as he could lie down and rest.

Back to the cleft and fun and fun and games. A Jamp was
dropped to the bottom so Bob kindly offered to go and

Belw eve it = well he did after stiding {(accidently) to
Ehesbonton of tne cleft. JT, 1.0 and JA all then had to
be bodily hauled out by rope - block and tacikle would have
eome in handy.

‘Amazingly erough we still had the key for the grill, s0

duly opening it we passed through. Up the cleft to the
terraces =nd so out, getting back to Grand Arch Cave at

approx. 6,30 pm, having spent 94 hours underground in one go.

A hearty tea, a 'concert' from Kathy and most of us were
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ready for bed which we made at about 9.00 pm.

Sunday and up again at 6.30 am - no help from Joanne
needed thig time, Breakfast and people on the track by
8.45, with NLRK, IR and myself leaving approx. 9.230

PA and LW entered Lizard Cave to King's Cross before
walking out.

Up THAT BI.L = it getg higher every time I climb it,

I received a holed petrol tank outside Goulburn but patched
it up with soap and got home safely at ©.00 pm. IR and
LW followed.

Greeme Chapman

sditor's hotes GVC was not the only car casualty - Ian
noticed Lester had a "flat®, so on their return 1o Batsch
Camp RO, DM and sundry others changeg the tyre with two
jacks, both to~ small,

Cloyne Cave and Bunyan One, 2nd Acril

After finally managing to cram %+ ton of blythe and boist-
erous types into a 4' 5" wide car, we set off for Cloyne

at 8.41 am, with four out of our normal seven inches of
ground clearance. We asgked Mr. Preiifer for permissiobn to
g0 on up, finally having the ropes set up at 10.45 ack emua.
We then spent the rest of the day wandering through assorted
caverns, taking pictures, and showing the tourists the sights.

The local pools were found to be overflowing, posing the
questicn es to where does the water come frop, since it
hasn't rained in the area for a month or more. In
addition, Helen Finlay discovered a form of plant in the
Crystal Grotto, growing 90' down, in the dark, L'later
found and collizcted a further specimen in the Nortk-West
Passage. This is at present in the DBotany Department,
§.G.8., A.N.U. for identification. (3ee attached report)
Further gpecimens were found in abundance in other parts
of the cave by Hehen Finlay, Byron Devegon and nyself.

At about 1.45 pm we were joined by Lawrence Ingram and
Byron Deveson, plus hig computor-sized camera and three
atomic bombs that he calis PF100 flash bulbs, with which
e then procesded to atitack the rest-0f the party in Hobpe
Cave, bringing out beautiful red and green afterimages in
everything.

4

At last T came out ab 6§.35 pm, ropes coiled by 7.00 inte
Cooma for tea, and eventually returned to Canberra, arriv-
ing at Burton just on ten.

Kichael Webb,
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The attached report describes a white stew with a yel7OW#
green head (gwol en tlp) and brown roots. It ap.eared
to grow on mud of depth greater than 4%, but less than 2v,
dive which it sent, in this case, 15 filaments. The

nud is limestone type, containing guantities of iron,
manganese, and o little copper.

ture 2400° i)

When exposed to carbide light (colour i
the stem wilted. The cave teumpers 's 65 P and the
hupidity a prox T0%. The plant grows to 3" in length,

DIING IRIPH

Bendetura Long Wweekend, Saturday 23rd to lMonday 25th
April.
Leader: Michael Henry Chem Dept Bxt. 2019
Thig is a cave at the bottom of a gorge, and
involves an interesting bush walk. kot all
the caves have been 10@u:@& yet, s0 interesting
discoveries may be nade,

Dog Lez, Yee Jamper saturday 7th ia
o
Leader: David Fena, Chem Dept.

Dog Liez Cave hag three suwnps, winich, due to
an imcon iderate habit of filling with water
p4<veﬂb wrther exploration, However, there
may be & me around, or over thege sumps, and
wihat lies beyond is very promising.

Members are reminded th=t trip reports are supposed to
be written on Trip Report Foxrms end handed to Commifttee
I‘embers. These form a record of trips, and therefore sre
valuable. Forus are available from Joanne Figher, Graene

Chapman and other coumittee mewmbers sometimes.

Articles are needed for future newsletters Jould

budding writers please give their efforis to liichael Henry,
Editor, or zmother committee member for Safe Hand Conduct.
Anyti:ing cavinglike is acceptable - past trips, interesting
caves, unusual technigues or flora or fauna,



