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A.S.F. LIBRt\RY 

Volume 'l'hree l:;umber Two April 1966. 

From the Presi cient 

I ·~··JOuld l il:e to thank the i:<el:lb el~s at ·(;he Annual General 
r;e eting f or elec t in~ ~e as t~eir Pres i cient for the c oming 
y ear . I h ope tha t I wi ll be able t o perform t he tasks as 
well as pl~evious pr e<.dd.e1d::s . 

1"-12 outgo i n(:, excutive :1.13 set 2. ~~iS,h st;:;;::·dard whi ch 
I ai·l sure ·c~~e nei'i executive v~ill mai ntain <:u~d even, if possi ble, 
ex ceed . 

The club hs.s star ted tlle yesr vv'i t~.1 a varied and i n t ere s ting 
pr ogramue of cavi:~ e wni ch next ter ,: ·,.ri ll be c a r ried on wit h 
a se:>.son8.l dec line in t h ird ter rr1 a.s tb e ex2.1l1~· draw near. 

I woul6. l ike to vvi sh all the i :el>lber s of the club an 
en joyable y ear ' s c aving a~:u1 e s :Jec i all y al'. a c c i det•t - f r ee 
one . 

Gr ae.:1e ChB.pillan . 

O~t-soinc Pres i dent ' s Report 

Fr or,1 J anuary l2.st ye&r activity i n t1.1e c avi r;g clu.b 
r emai n ed c onsista:nt.l:y bi,:)1. im aver2.ge of 011e tri i_:J a 
f ortnight was oai~t2in~d - incl~~ing a~pro~iwately a s i x - we ek 
brealc over l·o•.reui:;er / Decei.,ter . 

Cloyne, Abercrombie and CoJoDg Cav es we r e explored 
for the first t i me b;y ou r club . Also for t he fir s t t i me , 
a substa:c tial amom1.t of r esearch w&s c arried ou t i nt o t h e 
history and. some c eol ogy, of a cave system - Col ong cave s . 

T:> o -~ ..1..'- oca ~ nt er~e~t "d t"'l' "' l' n-for r.':::.tion -··~ aval·lab lP. .,r .L V . ..:.. -~ .._, ...1.. ·,..J ·- ' ........ .._.. ---- - - ~~ .• ..; __ -- ... .. . ~ 

from Gr aeY·e C h&i_JE"la.:t.1; a.nd statir.:;tics on our t rips for the 
past twelve r:wnt~•·'> Cd1 ':.e :fcurd in t:j_e ne1.rsle t ter Vol 3 .!.'.o 1 . 
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One hundred feet of vrire 12.dc: er w2,s c onGtr ucted -
prob ~·.bly t~:.e safest oi' its kind avc:1ila"u1e aey~.,rb~~ - due 
to the efforts of nainl.y or1e !.tC:X - Grae;:•e Chapriar.1 • ·ve have , 
or hope to have e:nout;· .... i•1ateriul for c.not .. -e:r 200 feet of l adder. 
A r eques t hE~S been r:E..de ·eo tl:e 3portc co-clttcil :for 300 feet 
of Iuanila rope 0 

Our ef.for:ts in Oriel'l t ation :leek \Je:ce the big;t,est yet 0 

Three meetincs 'i!t;re orL,ani zed c:1.r-.cl ::.~t-~:rac ted sizable audiences 
to the slides and. films o:n cavir6 o 

C'or.rparativel~" little c..t ·i;eL· tion i 3 pa1u. to the objects 
of our c:::..vint; club; ..n1d club policy on ct.VL'\s is non-e}~iste•J.t . 
Eor;cver the ent-~:n.1s ias1:1 e- nd ap )ro<:..ch to caving by all club 
me~1be:;.•s is very satisfyi11g . 3afety tec, __ nic1ues p:cact i s ed by 
the club <: t IJrer::ent s.t l c<:u;t c ause no need for concern -
tvm sp:,.~ained a~1kl8s ( bo'Ch at Colo~1c 0aves ) being sustained 
only . 

Future trips have been pla.ned up to the end of first 
term - three months allead. ~-;o if t }J is t ype of foresight 
and act i v i ty contLme , a f a r .:<ore inte:;.~esting E'.nd energeti c 
ye&.r of caving is ahe ~c.::. . 

T!.lichael Hen ry 

Fro.·'l the Treasury 

Financ i a l Statement for the period 1/3/65 - 28/2/66 

Balance brought forwc:;rd 
£ 1.1 4 .7 

l••Ieobership ::-mbscriptions 

Donations 
£8 . 5.(,i 

5.0 
Sports Gouncil Grant -
stationery a n<l l aG.C;ers 

Trip fees 
Carbide Sales 
Bank i n terest 

£?3. 5. 0 
£ 10 6 . 0 
£ 1. 2 . 6 

1. 10 

;. 

balance c a r :. ied for•.va rd +C7 . 1. 0 

one cwt . drum of carbide 
£4 .1 6.0 

m~~erinls for ladt ers 
£20 .15.9 

Subscription· to ' "::•elic-t;ite ' 

j>ol ts c:1nd Loxi ns 
Stationery 

.£..1 . 0 . 0 
13 . 8 

£ 1 • 1 3,. 6 

The above statement does not i nclude equipment sup )l i ed 
bf the Sports Union - c ~rbides, hel mepts , ropes etc . 7 to the 
v alue of approx . £70 . 

l\!evill e:: King 
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'l'he .Annual GP-n~l:>'al I!eetL:1g of the 1Jatt onal Uni.vo:t sity 
Caving Club \Vas held i n the :>:ain Lecture T;~u~;c.;:t:Ce, c·:J.8Ju i stry 
Depnrtment? ':>.\.;1 . 3. , on Tuesday , April 5th . Twe~1ty-t~vo 
bodies prc:sented t l:ce .r::el ves, ai':!.d ~ot dovm to business at 
7. 45 pm. 

I ~f'i·e·~ .J...'·'e ··1l·nute C' :~.-.,-'he-c.·-· a.";c·,-1-o:tc'·1eaq +1-le::-. Olltro l·ng ~ .L- J .J.. V .. J. J..__ w -lc .. ~.U v .... d... -- o ..t"c:... J.._ , u• ,..... u · 

Pres i den t ' s l1euort ;;.nJ. the 1''ii1a:::·:c is.l :.i tate·, ... eLt were read 
and accepteG. . · Then i t wJ.~: time for 3pecL:tl Bus i ness, and 
Gre.e!ne Chapnan took tl::.e floor to pror>ose a comiOJlex and 
s l it:;htly bewild.erin{, set of a.~·e·<d.tne:nts to the Const i tution . 
These wer·e duly a ccepted hy the club, a.IJd i t was t i r!ie for 
the next i te• : Ol':l. t~.e a{::,e:::.da. E011evcr, our guest sper1ker 
had ar rived by this ti: a , 80 the meeting broke off for a 
fas c i.c.ating 2nd inforf,w.t i ve t 0-lk on t l""le c aves of t :1e Nulla1·bor 
Plai n by ; T. J . Jennir< t~s , Res~der in Geo:-1orpholoc,y i n the 
I nst i tute of .:~dvanceo. Studies . 

Ca1:1e Question ·1:ime, e.nd came the questions, t h i ck 
and f ast . Fi nalJ.y a halt lw.d to be called or vve wou.ld have 
g one on <.mti l raorning lectures, and the l.teeting pro~?er was 
r esumed . 

A glm:ce at t.·Le clock cut the ag·anda · to werel y 
El e ction of Office Bearers . 

T:.e 3xecutiva for 1966 : 

Pres i de11t : 
Vi ce- President : 
f:i e cret a.ry : 
•.rr ea.surer: 
Equipwent Officer : 

Graeme Chapi:ian 
l'-'~ichael 1-:er: J.~ 
Joanne :C:'isher 
l cm Raine 
David Moore 

(Rober t Orre ill 
(I···•or·-.,..,.. ~tol~.os 

'3 h:<.:;.....L• - -~-

(r,ii chael Webb 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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Caving in the Nullal~bor 
ralk given by J'":r. J. Jennings at the A.G. :,~ . of l'.: .U.C. C. on 

April 5th. 

Mr . Jennings first showed the film 'Under the Nullarbor', 
:;hen sup~llemented it with slides and a talk. }i:e explained 
:;he geological history of the ar:Ja, which consists of two 
_imestone layers and was :formed under t ~.l e sea. It ends in 
3h~er cliffs at the present sea edge. In places the two 
_imestone l ayers have diffe:: er:t coasts, and cliff s drop from 
lne level to the other. 

The c aves are formed by ~ovater trickli:t •g through fissures 
.n the limestone, or in the case of porous limestone , 
:eeping through the enti:ce material, which forms a network 
,f tunnels somewhat resembling a giant sponge. Caves can 
1e formed i n either of tl·~ e tvvo levels, and are classified as 
,hallow or deep. 

Deep caves can be located from the air by the charar; teristic 
ink holes of the en trances which enlarge and collapse over 
eriods of time. Pinpointint; them and then travelli:g.g over 
and to reach them is far more difficult, and some caves 
n thick scrub are conside~ed inaccessible. · 

t.1r . Jennings discussed location and exploration of these 
aves, particularly the deep c2.ves ~vhich are generally larger 
nd more extensive. Some of the slides showing the sizes 
f some of these caverns Vlfere truly staggering, many cave:r:·ns 
ein g 90- 120 feet high. The caves may also be very long-
u.nnels beir1.g up to one mile in length. Formati6n is rare 
lthough some of the caves are wet, and unde1ground lakes are 
nown. 

Exploring these caves presents many proble1us, the carrying 
f supplies being one of the most i m·1J ortan t. Water is 
arried on truck s in large iron tank-s, and even firewood has 
:l be brought i:o some areas, as could easily be seen from 
:Jme of the photographs. Underground photogrpphy in such 
..:tge volumes presents problE:r:.:.?, which vJere at least partially 
ve:ccome by using what sounded like a lethal wea1lon similar 
:l a mil itary :'lamethrower as a flash gun. 

*-Y'***~-** 



1. Fre~her Trips 

Two very successful trips were held on Sunday 6th March 
and Saturday 12th j\.~arch . .About t',lfenty people went on 
each trip to the Wee Jasper Caving Area, where t h ey were 
introduced to the hBrdships of caving in Punchbowl Cave 
and The Dip ho . 4 Bxtension . The parties left Bruce 
Hall abcut 8 . 30 - 9 . 00 am and returned at 9 . 00 pHl or 
a little later. As usual, John Foster was first on 
the scene v;ri th a 'oad of Lennoxians, the rr1ain party 
followin g much later. On each occo.sion a party went 
to Thermal Pool Cave inde~)ende[_tly of the main parties. 
The expeditions ended in trc:.d.itional mann er with 
h~nbergers in Yas G. 

The ... -·~al Pool Trip , Sunday 6th ilarch . 

This was an exploratory trip. Four c a.vers carried 
out the assa ult - Joanne :f'is her, Alan Duff, David LToore 
and I an Raine . Time underground : four hours . 

IJeaving the meeting pla ce by WJ 13, where some fifteen 
freshers were waiting excitedly or apprehensively for 
t heir first trip under~;round, fo~ :L\:UCC-ites went in 
Ian ' s car to the Thermal Pool Cave with a lad( er and 
rope . The rope 'iv,=: s slung and left 2.t the entr · .nee 
for lowerin g <:<.nd raising bodie s and equipment , <:md the 
P<'-<-rty vvent to the first pool . The wat :;r le~Jel \'!as 
very low - most of ihe pool flo or wa.-_ dry, and JLF 
investie:,ated the sump . It runs horisontally, and is 
wide enough f or a person to enter, but there is no 
indication tha.t any treat! ting spaces lie ·beyond . The 
walls of the lo:.ver part of this cr::iio.nber Pre t t ickly 
covered with calcite crystals, washed pal e bro}m by 
the mud . · 

T~1e forty- foot mud ;"'l ope beside the pool was climbed, 
a slimy trip l :;ader requesting ·:~hat the ladder be slung 
because .:;he could only travel dowmv2.:1~ds while dripping 
mud.G.y water . About two-thirci s of the way up t llis 
slOl)e David noticed some white grass-like plants which 
ap peared to be growing there . 

To the right a twenty-foot slope ( slippery wh en \ve t) 
lee.ds without vvarnint:, to ·~.he brink of a ten- foot drup . 
The fifty-foot ladi er looked out of place slung here , 
but nevertheless proved invaluable . At the bottom 
was E charnbe:-c with the s e cond po ol, about ten-by- t welve · 
fest in arsa, s.nd four feet deep with an add. itional 
two feet of ooze on the bot t om . 
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Aft "' r ,TLF was persuaded to stop practising breast-strolre 
&he located the sump in a corr..er vf the pool if,_ one foo t 
of w~, tcr . It slopes downwards s.nd rapidly narrows. T~1e 
\'Jater levels in t:1e t ;,vo pools sffiem approximately the saCte 
and they probably connec t via a lowe:r level . The teinperat -
ure i s the s ame i n both - about 70 ° : · . 

Under a le<tg e near the foot of the ladder a small gap was 
n oticed. so tl.1e party sqLJ.eezed t~1rough. This led tortously 
to 2. s mall chamber . Ian reports t~at a passage leading 
off he:;.~e goGs on, but nar cows anC:. l ooks doubtful. The air 
i n the second r:)ool clw.mber be·~<:-.:ue b ;:o.d very quickly, suggest-
j_ng t here is no thr2ugh passage from it. The humidity is 
ext-:-emely high, a.ncl sweat poured co1 '.tinually dovm our faces . 
IJ.,here i s some f ornmtion a t the top of the slope and in the 
pool chamber but it is all dead . 

The p c:.::ct y t t en left the cave and returned t o the meeting 
place for lunch . 

The fo l lowing Sat u rday l .:~·ike :'ifs}:·b took a party of four 
others into Thermal Po ol Cave and investi&ated the possib-
ility of forcine; the f irst sump . Lack of equi pment 
prevented him doing so , but he is hopeful of achieving t his 
in the near future . 

J oanne :Fi s h er 

2. We ekend Trip to Colong Cave, 25th- 27th r1a r ch . 

The Gorge is 150 miles from Canberra, of which 80 miles 
is bitumen and the other 70 gr avel road in good condition. 
Caves entered were Lannigan 's Cave - The ' Grill ' - Woof 's 
Cabin . The caves are dry. I':: eLbers on the trip were : 
Graeme Chapr:.<"J·_::- , Janet Arthur , Jan Butlind, Laurie Curt is, 
Joanne Fisher, Neville King, Dc:vid >Ioore , Sue l~ icolls, 
David lhcolls , Hobert Orreill, I an Raine, Kathy Robins on, 
J"ohn Till . .-~y, and non- members were: Lathy and Peter 
Ai tchison, Itary Burns and Lest er '1al ters o 

The main ~ty of 14 left Canberra in GVC 's c ··i.r. and ]Jester 
Wal ter ' s IJand rove r at 7 0 00 pm on Friday o IR' s car with 
JB, KR and. LC left e.t G. 00 piD. ~.;.nd made the Abercrombie 
where t:1ey c amped . 

\(', 

GVC's and LW ' s party, after fe edin g,Goulburn, arrived 
B.t Batsch Camp at 11. 35 pu . After preparing t o wal k to 
t ue caves vte set off circa 12 . 20 in drizzling rain . On 
the way down the slope one member, PA, lost a water container. 
After it being stopped further down the s l ope , the follow
i n g conversation ensued : 
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:PA: "1JVhe~. e is the oottle?" 
Reply : "It is by tLe tree with the shiny square on it . 11 

( The trac-k is ma:cked with thousands of shiny squares of 
aluminium nailed to trees.) 

Arrivj_ng at the creek we i.Uade our way to the Grand Arch 
cave, r ousing sleeping Bathurst cavers on the way , where 
we bedded down at circa 2.30 am . 

6 . 45 : light and end of sleep - breakfast after getting 
peopl e moving - Joanne did an extr a good job of getting people 
. wp with a piercing scream: "HELP : I 'E l''AL:l.JING: n After 

f alling (contr611ed) 6" she reached the floor of the cave . 

·:ren of the party ( GVC ' s) then to,-;k cff for the cave , 
Lannigan ' s , just as I H' s party ar:ri vec.. Expert guidance 
by l.~LRK brought us to Amber Cave i n 45 minutes, where JLF , 
not feeling so well , decided not to ~ndanter herself or 
the rest of the party and return to the surface . GVC and 
i:! UUC accompanied JLP to the er;tra::ce where vJe were met by 
a gro;1p of Sydney Rovere jur3t coming in - King ' s Cross , 
Colong version, was vvorse than the Sydney version on 
Saturday night . 'iVe also met up vvi th the two Bathurst 
cE·.vers again and apologised for disturbing their sleep. 

~ith Lester now in the lead we went to the gate - the key 
vvorked and we piled through ar1d on . Formation t he l ikes 
of which we have never seen before started from fift y feet 
beyond the Grill and increased in perfect ion, size , and 
quantity unt i l in Woof ' s Cabin it was unbeli•:;vabl e . GVC 
especially and ljLRJ{ vvent sr.ap happy . 

In the meantime Rovers and i~TTCC member s were fraternizing 
to t h eir hear ts ' conten t alth6ut;h the two groups did mor e 
or less ·stay as ,epa:i-a te p2.rties. 

A"oproximately 4.00 prn we started back , GVC and HLRK stopping 
every few yards to t ake photographs, which kept Bob happy 
as he could li e down and rest. 

Back to t L.e cleft and fun and fun and gamE s . A lam) was 
dropped t o the bottom so Bob kindly offer ed to go and 
r etrieve it - well he did after slidi ng (ac c identl y ) to 
t he bottom of the cleft . J 1' , J .. o and JA all then had to 
be bodil y hauled out by r ope - block and tack1 e woul d have 
~ome in handy • 

.Arnazi ngly e.t~ough we sti.l l had the key fo r the grill , so 
duly opening it we passed through . Up the cleft to the 
terraces and so out, gett ine; back_ to Gr and Ar ch Cave at 
appr ox . 6. 30 pm , having spent 9t hours undergr ound in one go. 

A h earty t ea , a 'concert ' f rom Kathy a nd most of us were 
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ready for bed which we made at about 9.00 pm. 

Sunda;>r and up again at 6. 30 am - no help from Joanne 
needed this time . Breakfast and people on the track by 
8 . 45, with N1RK, IR and myself leaving approx. 9.30 
PA and LW entered Lizard Cave t c King's Cross before 
wal king out . 

Up THAT HI L - it gets hisher every time I climb it. 

I received a holed petrol tank outside Goulburn but patched 
it up with soap and got home safely at 6. 00 pi1l . IR and 
LW follo wed . 

Gr?e:"'le Chapman 

:L:Jd i tor's l~ ote: GVC was not the only car casualty - I an 
n oticed Lester had a 'fla t ' , so on their return to Batsch 
Camp RO, DU and sundry others changes the tyre . with two 
jacks, both to• small . 

3. Cloyne Cave and Bunyan One , 2nd A·;ril 

After finally managing to cram t ton of blythe and boist
erous types into a 4 ' 5 1

' wide car, we set off for Cloyne 
at 8.41 am. with four out of our normal seven inches of 
ground clearance. We asked Nr . Pfeiffer i'or permiss ion to 
go on up, finally having the ropes set up at 10. 45 ack em!.Ja. 
We t hen spent the rest of the day wandering through a s sorted 
caverns, talc in~ pictures, and showing the tourists the sights . 

The local pools i,1ere f ound to be overflowing, posing the 
question as to where does the vvater c ome frolp., since it 
hasn ' t rained in the area for a month or more. I n 
addition, Helen Finla.y discovered a form of plant in the 
Crystal Grotto, growing 90' do\m, i n the dark. I later 
found and coll8cted a further specimen in the l~Jort~-~Vest 
Pas Gage. This is at present in the ~;otany Department , 
S.G.S., A.N.U. for identification. (8ee attached report) 
Further specimens were found in abundance in other parts 
of the cave by Heihen Fin~·.ay, Byron Deveson and myself . 

At abcut 1.45 pm we were joined by Lawrence Ingram and 
Byron Deveson , plus his computer-sized c~nera and three 
atomic bombs ·chat he calls PF100 flash bulbs, with ·v.,rhich 
he then proceeded to at ·~ack the rest of the party in Hope 
Cave, brinc ing out beautiful red and green afterimages in 
everything. 

At last I came out at 6 . 35 pm, ropes coiled by 7.00 into 
Cooma for tea, and eventually returned to Canberra, arriv
ing at Burton just on ten . 

Michael Vvebb . 
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'L'he attached report de·3cribes a 1·'lhi te stem with a yellow;... 
green head ( swol ' en tip) 21Jd brovm r oots . It ap;:.eared 
to gro·N on um~·! of depth greater than -4-11 , but less than 2" , 
into which it sent~ in this c <:;.se , 16 fiJ.<=:.r.1ents . The 
emd i s limestc,i1e type, c ;;,nto.inii:lt, q_uanti ties of iron, 
manganese , and. a little coppe:~. 

'}1.11en e::i~posed. to c<:n~bide l i ght ( colo"U.:c te1;.perE:.~ure 2400° K) 
the:; ste1il 'Niltei . ·rhe c :~v·e teulpe:r-c.ture is 65 :1!., ancl the 
hur.:.iU.i ty a )~1rox 70Cf,;. T>.e p1ant grow.~; to 3 ;, j_n length. 

Een.det~1ra 

* >:· "'***** 
COi':iH;G THIP:J 

Lon,s, Y'J'eekend , Z) atn:cd ay 23rd to rlionday 25th 
April. 
Leader: Y:ichc:.~el Henry Chem Dept Ext . 2019 

This is a cave at the bottom of a gorge, and 
involves an j_ntereoting bush ·walk. .~.~ot all 
t he caves have teen locc.tcd yet , so interesting 
discoveries 1nay be i.W.C.e. 

Dog J.Jeg, 1/ee Ja;-;per Saturday 7th I'~Iay 

Leader: David F;erm , Chem Dept . 

Dog r.,ec; Cave hr,s three sumps, w11ich, due to 
an inco:t1Siderate habit of fil l ing with water, 
pr:.;vent fur t l1er exploration . hmtever , there 
may be a w2.y arovnd, or over these sumps, and 
what lies beyond is very :t,n'omising. 

* 0 * * * * * * * 

Bembers are reminded th ~t trip reports are supposed to 
be written on 'frip :teport l!'or·~'1S c.nd handed. tc Cormni ttee 
i.'e1,1bers . 'rhese form a. record o:i:' t rips, and t :1erefore rre 
v alw::.ble. Forms a:r·e ava ilable frOJ:.i J o<:mne FishGr, Graeme 
Ch2..pman <..1.r.d other coiillni ttee i.;l.er:tbers sometj_mes . 

Articles are nc.edecl for future nevvsletters . }oul d 
budding writers pl .~2~8e give t Leir efforts to I.'iichael Henry , 
Editor, or -:.nother cm,1f.!.i ttee 1'i.ember fo r Safe Hand Conduct . 
Anyt.:.:ing cav:i.nglike is 2.cceptabl e - past trips , interest i ng 
c aves , unusual teclmiql.A.es or fJ.or2. or fa.une. . 


