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1 3peliograffi ti 'has a nev;,.r ed itor. NUCC 1 s COilliili ttee 
accepts no r e sponsibility for its heresies. 

E D I T 0 R I A L 

Preserving Our :0fational Reri tage. 

We have had this sentiment , i n various forms, thrown 
at us for so ·long we are iramune to it . I cannot think of 
a more o:C'fputti j:fL title for ar~ article. 

The subject rears its unwelcome head because of a storm 
about Punchbowl Cave. This is a national isaue, but is a 
p .::. rsonal one to J:~ UCC-ites, ruany of whom cut their caving teeth 
on this cave. A proposal to seal off the Sigr~ature entre,nce 
sparked off violent cont:roversy. Two main reaDons put 
forward for the action were: i ) to protect the form~~tion; 

ii) to pr otect th~ bats. · 

Couhtera~rguments tha t both were non- existant in Punchbowl 
Cave were throw.o. up. An ugly rumour has reached our ears 
the.t if it w<;>.sn ' t true before it certainly is now. /lie have 
good reason to believe that the c ave has been completely 
strip:1)ed ~ 

People concerned about the f ate of Punchbowl have been 
aski ne 1 ~V'ill other c aves go the sa ·· e way ?' It is the wrong 
question. Other c ;.::.ves - ul ti111ately all caves will be 
completely destroyed unless drastic action, in the form of 
legislation or priva te enterprise on a vu.st s cale, is ta.ken , 
c,:;:1d in t he n ear future. 

The Lnportant ~uestion is: does i t matter? Does it 
matter whether our grandchil dren are denied the chance to 
get bruised 1 col d, wet and exhausted, to risk injury or 
panic in an alien world, depending on the frail assistan ce 
of a flickeriT•g carbide l amp or dim torch? Thousands of 
people have never been caving and do not seem to be neurotic, 
paranoic, c~ e:pressed or· sch izophre:.;_ic because of it. 
Al t.::rnately, can V·Te talk of t h e inviolability of nature in 
a world t l'L"t i s so unnatural a s t o C:.efy death , a world where 
life itself can be created. out of s t erility? "lh~.t are -.:ve 
saying if we say 'I t mu st be preserved '? 



Punchbowl Cave is a small issue but it is al so the 
sympton of a larger one . For NUCC the next sympton to 
appear will be concerr. for The Dip caves. We are already 
arguing the merits of opening Dog Leg Cave. Lut do we 
have the right to :prevent, for example, perwanelllt ladders 
in caves because the people who use them will abuse the 
privilege? Privile[;es are always abus c;d but they .still 
exist . Perhpas v<'. • are being selfish , trying to limit 
the number ru1d typos of visitors to caves. 

Questions of policy are alVJays dj_fficul t and con trover~ 
sial , and often obscure. But an official organizatio~ 
has to face up to such questions , and I think NUCC has to 
decide whether it is concerned with ' the preservation of 
our national heritage for future generations '. 

Does NUCC care about Punch1 owl? 

* * * * * * * * 

CAVE · ·FAUNA 

You ·aa.ve he.aft'ci. ot . 'bat&....: in L•.'be.l~:t:i&s-j' we a r e ba t s i n caves ' 
Se-ek.:tn·g a for.eta.ata· · o~ · 't~e o~c~ting ·lif~· '· ~n ~r,~ves, 
\.¥~ r:- arrJ only- r oa.lly ha:ppy Wl'ien we tr0·-cold --aBd s·oru a~d damp, 
.Ao through th-.; mud and water wo s l ith0r, slide and tramp; 
Through tho squ0ozes r ocky, Fuarless Leader out in front , 
We wrigglE: , writhe and wrench, with pant and groan 8.nd grunt. 
Onward over downward, never stopping till we ' ve found 
A dead end or a river and we have to turn around. 
Onward ever upward, Fearless L::::ader shows thG track 
And the rope tha t I am c arryinl~ is scul pt i ng out my back. 
At last WG reach tho exit which is where we ont ered in 
This paradise of devils thn.t Ne wet out to win. 
The sky is blue , the sun is warm , birds sing, but b\.)st of all 
Is that I can stand up straight . I no longer have to crawl. 

* **** * -l<• * 



THIP B..JPOR1'S 

1 . ':/yanbene, 25th June. 

1-lichael '7ebb , :S~rron Deveson ... nd non- :'lel:lber Peter 
Dalhunty went on an u nofficial trip ancl r e .:orted the 
s tate of the cave. The trip l eader re uor ts that ' four-
wheel drive i s :..".ot str1ctly r _qui red ' . 

":?ir·s t ti.me .Ln we ··,Jere st op~)ed. at -Ghe l ad<.::. e r 50 ' past 
tl1e blowhole, 1.vhi ch h , c beeE shorten.ed to something like 
half the lengt h it ou~,l'.t to be, a .. KI. al.. so fou:::d t hat t h e 
l:·.dc~er to the Uj_:li)~)r rectches of the mud cl..t8.lllber has been 
renoved f makin::.; th~t cliub sli(htly dan,::_; erous . r.lany 
formati ons in this chau..tber have been badly vandalized 
in the si. mo~t~s sine~ I l~st s;w ~he ?lace . 

ncamc out :for lunch, t hen went bc:ck in with a 30' 
ladcter, go ing i ll as far as th :; wet ot retch. Just abm. ... :t; 
30 ' north of the ~eginnlng of ihe aforement i oned wet 
stretch, on the western s i C.. a 1.d the tunnel, is a small 
hole, l eG.d i ne, to tl:..G lar _; ish chai.i,ber with nu:t::erous 
fo:rm<::ttiuns, 1.0.uch of' it hr~licti te, 0ne oven :be ing a n i ne 
inch diar.1eter Moebiu3 Strip . 'l1h i s i s a preti:;y typical 
exc.t.-.-nl e of the s i ze of t he formations i n this char·l13er . 
At ·t:ne '.V .~ ~~tern ext .:·e.:Jity o:::· t his chaJ ~lcor i s a i1arrow fissure. 
sr.Jr..le 1 2" v1icle, .:<JJ.d a t 70° inclination, in whi ch some 
exploration t.n i t,ht 'be profitable. 11 

t 'Iichael G. Webb 

*noted by I Raine , Vol 3 , No 4. 

2. ·:~eekend 'l'rip 6 - 7 Aut_:ust . 

A round trip of 150 m·i.les er;lbr ~_;.ci:t,g Wee Jasper, 
Goodradie;bee c..ncl int:;rvening co1.m.try3 i de w: .s und.:rtal;:en 
by H. Orreill, D. l."e;ore , D. Nicholls anc, P. ar .d C. 
Aitchison. 

On Satur day t he p a r ty visited th~ Wee ~asper· area and 
investigated · ~ otholes l abelled .JJ 17 a.n0. WJ 27 . In the 
aft ernoon t he;)r peered in Ane!LiOne, and cal.!_ed in at 
Goodradigbf:::e on Sunda;y on the we.y home. This adcl..sd u p 
to t en h ours undargound . 

Thi[> trip report set s a new record for brevity, and 
is com ,j osed mainly of t-,vo pictures . Apf)arently tbere ?.re 
e ood Op""Ortunities .:'or shutterbugs. 
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3. Womb1;yan Tourist Caves . 3 1st July. 

Graeme Chapr.1a:n, I an Raine, Da.iri <1 f-dcholls and non­
iHElnb,·;: rs Elizabeth Chap .• ar. d::.. } •• TL:~d ell ::prmt three 
hours examini ng the )O'C(wtial of these tourist cc:.ves . 

"Cave s entc:re<l I've re d:;_~y . Ho·:: t of Jc!'J J foroc1.tion i n 

\ 

t t .. c cav;:;s w::.cs dead but with t~.!G a.icl of well ~)laced li.::_,~:Jt i:tttZ 
a::ld good c om .. tei."ltary frou th8 ::;uide ( Park !w.:n[;cr) t he c1cc-"Ld 
fo -- · ···l·=> t-1 ~'"' r~-~ "•"' "'~"0d f'~-,1 t '='~ +~ C 'T11•-=- n·.l~-i •"' '-' O '.t~· ') /- "~"~"'.,... c·~~ re ..L.H~ ~ .,1 J..!. c.;.;. • .v·~·•-V -- Ct. ..... l:,..O,.i'"JV ..L o .. V ;t' .-vV \ j:•V.J... C.~V 

or t wo fo:;_~ i 0/- se-:;wec. r D.th8r (:Lc~~8·., i ve e3pec.:ially for . 
cavin~ club t:1e bers who nor;ually er1te:r caves fo :;:· n o outlay 
at all*. Eo'NGV.::J l~ all present enjoyed t~1e 'ar:L.olCh nj_r ' trip. " 

Graeme Chapman 

*t his is a verbatim report: - ~d . 

* * * * * * * * * 

' Spelcograffiti' n eeds art icles. P~ything 
appropriate or inapproprmate will b e accepted. Write 

an article for the Christmas ed ition and show mummy and 
daddy how clover you a r e . Ple~se. ' Spel cograffiti 
n e eds YOUR support if it i s to continue to publish. 

* * * * * * * * * 
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