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E D I f 0 R I A L 

1iie cannot l ook back on the past y e a r and u se it as 
a mod el f or the cominc one. ?he: e have been too 1;1any 
events we would r a t her for t,et; too fe\ i that \;le can really 
boast about . Du t i t has been a s olJ_d_;h_:fy_=!-!h"~ year, a year 
for correcting mista}~es and stre:1.~~ theninr.; weaknesses . 
A::; ::mch it must lie looke c.1 on ao a neces;.;;ary evil, lilre 
poli ticia.ns o.nd departrnent a l red tape. 

~' UQQ is sb.~onger i:r~ :.;s.r:y way s t}:u:m it ··as at the 
begiru.1i ng · 6:::· t1.1o year . J:Jquipmt:::nt - f3ore J) Oint! - is 
org;;.mized a.m1 better c ared f or , thanks to some sharp l es r .. ons 
durint th8 year. The coEtplex que r:> tion of r;aiety has 
strutted r::.ml fretted its hour, but refuses t o leave the sta[.e. 
'.rhe behind-the-scenes OT[;ani 71ation prO[,resne s a little 
ro.ore smoothly. j~'vcn "!ihe Ue\1sle t ter has someho\Y-lG.r3t ed to 
the end ,.If the year - a miracle for which the pres en t 
ed. i tor i ~3 i n n o -vmy responsible, be ins as aston i :';heC:. 0.0 
the r ect of y:ou . 

Unf ortunately \T ; ~ 1 G.Ve d one little i n tho vmy of 
exploring ne 1'" cavi~>g a:;:·eas . I1lost of our caving has bt)en 
i n t he tried-and-tr&Ilpled c,rounc~s of i lee Jasper and I;unyan. 

·l'he year ' s brie,htest e ffort (jus t ask those r es:pons-
ible) was ·i;he Llay a.;::1sau1t on DoG I1eg . 1Nlis unfo1·tuna.te 
Cl~Ve has been 1.1apped , reF,~~ppGd. , ha<l rock b olts <.::.ncl pi tons 
h&illllerect into i ts un~rielc..~ ine, h'.:l.l.l::; , ·~e en due ins ic~e and 
out, ln.1.t :.=: tedd:fastl~;r refuses to he co" :.qu~re<J. . So far it 
h as clair:l. ·d a rC>:'JC! , c" he1m·::-:t n.:tlL~ cev e.cal lninties. In 
return it .:;,i ves o~;.lJ col• · f:::et , wet clot·oes C< .. n.d bruised. . 
knGes. J:iut ue r··o I.Jack :i:'or .·wre . 'rhi s cc.ve has shovm 
t hat it requires'·'lar .:_.e-scale deterAined as:ib.lts, cw.1d redains 
a ~lture proj ect. · 

Apart from. this provokin~; thief , other posGibles 
for the future a::·e Ye.r:L·anga'\::illy, Buchan ( a lent; trip) and 
J cnol e:il'l . Let us nO:~·:e ;:..ext y r:ar :?. !1icn.eel.-- y~ar. 

* * * * * * * * * * 



A Pos .. :ible 8m.1rce of dater i or Doe l1eg Cave ('.'fJ 13) 

Dear Sir, 

A possible so1.~rce for much of' the watGr flowin[S 
from Dog Lee is a stream whi ch flov;s from the ridt.;e to the 
south of the caves, to th . 'aes t of Punch bov,rl Hill, the 
mai n limestone outcrop are a. The rock ... type in the head-
waters of this :Jtrea111 is a bold, vJeat1i.erin[.:. porphyry; 
soils are t hin on the steep s lopr; s h2;:·e. 'rhe stream is 
pl~obably ephe1aere~ because of the lack of a moisture
retaining soil mantle, s1nall c L~:bc.huent area, and a·.;sen ce 
o:f springs on the impc;rm'=:able porp:Jyry. Runoff will Le 
rapid , and the stream will only flow after rain. During 
the latter part of this year , a wet period, the stre&~ was 
observ ed to flow cont i nual ly in i t s upper rea ch es, but 
was never flowing beyond a point whe~e it first passes over 
li~estone. 'rhe bod is d.1o~ecl with uol.lh· en:; in its Ll.11)JU' 

pm~t , but the lov1er part haa fir er alll).viun : the stremn 
disappears into its ·coa rse bed a little abov e the coDtact 
between the lime r.rtone ;_"'.,~C. tLe po:cp)'yry . ,;uch flow is not 
u:nconll'lOn , a~1d the r<-t.t e o.~· fl ow ;,lay "Lie 1~_;,:;:-.:::: e, 'c1owever j_i; is 
less likely ·l.:h:'!.t the -.vat er flows undc:•_ grm nd in the lower 
reach oi the v~t':i;cr-course , l::ecause ot ·che f i l'!Gr 1:ature of 
the alluvit !m. J:: o ::cesur:·.er.1.c es have been seeD between the 
road and J,_h::; a:l.~ e ·· o:i. sinki,·:e; of the: croe'·~ : . t 1

· is is sur:Jris i nc 
since the a.lluviu~ .. must t !Li.:;:. consi~: er ably as it pas~-;es 
t hrou:)l the ::.ap ju .-~ t a:jove t ::·l e · roacl . 

'l.'he cont8.ct ·(..e-~wce:t:. -~~-'c li!·,_estolle -·~:d. the porpl:l.:rry 
~LS fauLted . Tld.r3 Ha;j ~:r .. ault cL ~m;~.G ~: ct i::.:ectio;.~ Hi. -~,:.•8 area 
~J c1·, ind 1-,·u.n c!1bow1 ~iill , ·;J.G!Lce ·l;ho:,:·e ,;!:-t;.,r ~.Jr~ cro:-;; s-J:'a1..1 l tj_nt, 
and frr.ctur i nc) I'Ci:c~cn:·iJJ.,·> i.:he .. ::~ea rmGC"3J_)tib1e to c :we 
for:::..:.:~tj_on . 'l'hc L :.:L.''·e sides a t -;.:"c 1:;<.1ck o:i t lw hill 
( i nclw.lLiE :JJ '1) 1.1a.y 1::::; ev:L(~Dnce o:C t :·:, i s , <:<G ;,:ay the~ co •.:: rse 
of the strea.JH a crosv the a:;.~ea . 'l'hus the .. e is a possi 'u:Le 
escap e-route for t~:. e water fJ. owir:L in the streaw bed . 
'l'he p os13ibili ty of a subterranean cut-off of the strea1n can 
be seen on a contour ~ap : the differen~e in level between 
the Dog Le~ efflm~ n.nd the sinking 1s about 200 ' ~ of t~·l e 
sa~ -10 o:~dor c.o - ~~he di:f:'fGr e :t •ce :i_,., .lt·vel l.'r:·i;'."C:Gll the sinking 
a:t•d ·fee Jasp \:..i.~ 0 1''.-C:~\: , but over a s 1·lor t c:i. ista.J ce . 

li'low fron Dor-~ Le,::; is t oo strong a:nd conotan.t to 
b e due solely to run off from J?uncllbocvl J~:Lll, yet t h-e level 
a rtd ·l}osi-Lion o:!' +:he c._::-Jo p:r:eclud.es a:llJ :i.'u:1off :fr0!1 the 
1ifllE:Stone 'belt to t !.1;-.; east: ,,10 :3t 'i'IC::l.tcr } .. as j oineu the 
Btre<:lJa before the 3:cd w~':ccr tr:1.p . 
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In synthesis, the water i s believed t o enter the fault 
zone from the per-neable bed o::: the creek, c..nd travel 'by 
c ross-faults <.wd j o-Lllts ( pe:che.pG c 'Ve:cns ) to the up_ lG r 
part of Dog Let;. C8-ve . l<"'looding of tlw cc.ve uay be due to 
the ra.te o :;:' sup1)1y exceedinc ti~e e1·qtyin2. cs"pac i ty of 
lower J.evels of the cr:.ve . 

The theory ,.,ay be te0ted by detailed obse:r:-vation of 
the ~')e:·1aviour Q.i:' th0 stro&i .. .l ~a;' incl the h ill , ancl tl':, e ·l'v<.d;er 
flow i n Do;~ Le. , and 1 .ore c. irectly l:y add. i t . o:n of a t racer 
such as fluoro .Jcien or cha.ff to the strea1:1 at its Dink inc; 
beh ind t l:'.te hill. WJ'7 nay ·De ·G;1e ultit<cl.te entry int o the 
upper reacl.~e s o.f Dog Lee Cave. 

J. Iail Raine 

* * * * * * * * * ~ 

Tl1 i s is the l a.s t edit ion of ' Sp8leo;:xaf f i ti' that 
~!Lichael Henry i s likely to see . So ~.·e t ::>Jce this 
opportunity, on tehalf of the Club, to concratulate 
l.ii chuel and VicLi, a11d 1Jiish thEH!l every success . ~J.lhey 
are t~.1ldng off fo r unci vilizGd l;;. .~".ds in the not- to-distant 
future . The;y will te ~~JL:r:;ed , hut we v,,ant to say 

Good Luck , Lti chael ::;.nd Vicki. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
The Arch ivist Again 

'}{e f...Jun<l the Cl1.1 b Archi vi::.>t c:md 0.~sted h im (it? ) 
of;_ t lt iS morni.LJg 0 1,fhen he ::.1acl cle2.rcd z o,.;e of the 
spiders fr ot:t h is fil es he proC:.1:.cc.:<~. the following facts. 

For 1966 the~e ~ze recurde of 25 of f i ciol trips. 
A:.."l aver2.ge tri 'P consL:;te<l ot 3. 75 Fw.les G .. no. 1 o 50 fc;·!•.ales 
cravvl .. nP. around. i~1 tne d.ai'k f or 7 hours 4 mir.;u t es 1 2 
secondf3·: 17ee Jasper i s still by far t he most popular 
·area for t his act i vity ( 48%). Dog I;eg h r:~..s accounted. 
for 15 . 4~,0 of the t rips and 38~6 of the hours of the whol e 
y ear , as well as an unknovm fract:Lon of the l\';inties . 

Col one~ c:.nd Vfyc:m"oene ·v·12re n~,:;:t : 11. 5% o:f trips c ; .. ch . 

l:'ear less lt~ade:s:B uost often: GVC and .Ri!:O 23~~ each. 

Lay ( 1 6~~ ) h,1.s lont o1.:.t to !~2-:r-ch ( 20% 2.s the ... :.ost 
popular Ino~ .. t!.J. for c ~ · .. vL ;,;. • 1J.'h3re ar·;~ o trips r .=-: cordeJ 
for October . 
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Those trips recorc:iecl i-r~ ·:_.. o 1. Vol 3. of this :J.e-.'.rr..::letter 
as le.~cgoot, S1,:2.lle.:;t, lonu~c-;t <:. • .L ~c~ :,}~ortest ::cet :~ in t ·2ir 
titles. 

E ome noted. tre . ·ds: 

1 S'54 1 ~- G5 1966 
.:.:: o. Re c v::cCJ. ed 

Official 'J:ri 01S 1 S 25 25 
T:latio 1'"-ales/ J''G,;tal es 3 . 2 3 .0 2.5 
A"~.r . Time Und.er,c:cou:· ... d 4 . 85 Lrs ·). 05 h rs 7.07 hrs 

* * * * * * * * * 

1 • Colong -6 /7 AU[,l.lst 

Nevi1l e Ki:11g , Ian ~laine -:nd. non- me,J1Je r Barry ~ ayficld 
went on a trip h old. i n conjunction Hith t he Canberra 
Bust.walkin.(· Club . Tlley -:w·l~eC. the::.~e H::tf3 snO';. by the s i de 
of the l~o2.d and i:nfo:L'i:: u s t·•at r;:~:AT 11i.ll is [et tine steeper . 
'l'hoy s :;_)en t e i ::__.:·1t hou rs uncler;_::cound, ec:·:~':):cinc 1anni.:_a,:s ', 
Kinc ' n C:toss, ·Noof ' 3 Cat-in D.r1~ i~s exter;_,::; ion . unable to 
find an alternative exit v ia tllo streoJ:i pr:.ssa~.e 'below /oof ' s 
they r eturned throuch t he c:o.te . 

2 . dee J a sper 19th ~'l ove1 t·,;e r 

Graer11e Clu=::oJll.cD c.:.tY.1.d Ian J.laj_nc to(Jk nine non-i'J.G>'lbel~s 
t brmJ.{,h Dip l'IO . 4 Ex~ension [~YJ~ '3i.:;n~1.tnre C!ave on a 
Canberr-a I:u;-;1'tWHJ.l,·~Ts ' 1'ri YJ . 1l':.<<v~ found ·Gh~:: c<:\"es very 
wet and trG;:;,chc:;:cusl y 3l:i.p}.1:-;:ry - a ro)e W2--J l"'.e ce;::; c-~c.r.~ in 
pl ::.,.ce;::: . 

* * * * * * * * ~ * 
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