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We cannot lock baclk on the paSu year and use it as
& model for the coming one. - The:re have been too wany
events we would rather forget; too few that we can really
boast about. But it has been 3 solidilying year, a year
for correcting mistakes and strenzthening weaknesses.,
As such it must be looked on as a necessary evil, like
politicians and departmental red tape.

rUCC is stronger in many ways tanan it vag at the
beginuing 0 the year, HYoquipment - sore point! - is
orgzanized snd better cared for, thanks to some sharp lessons
durlng the year, The connlex question of saiety has
strutted and fretted iis hour, but refuses to leave the stase,.
The behind—*he-bcenes org anization progresges a. 1ilslia
more smoothly. Byen uhe llewsletter has somehow lasted to
he end of the year -~ a miracle for which the present
editor is in no way responsible, beinsg as astonished as
the rest of mou.

Unfortunately we have done little in the way of
exploring new caving areas. Most of our caving has been
in the triet-and-trampled [ rouncs ol ¥Wee Jasper and Dunyan.

The year's brightest effort (just ask those resoons-
ible) was the May assault on Dog leg. This unfortunate

“cave has been meved, resgpped, had rock bolts ana pitons

hanmered into its unjiGJCin; walls, been dug inside and
out, but steadfastly rei wues to be . corguered, 50 far it

hes elianvmay o rﬂno o helmel apné several Mintiss, In
return it zives only CPWu feet, wet clothies and bruised
tnees. fat we fo bhack Tor more. This czve has shown

that it reuulveo lar:.e~scale oebevmzned asstlts, and remains
a2 fTuture project.

Apart from this provoking thief, other po suibles
for the future ave Ta f&nﬁ&ulily, Buchan (a long trip) and

dJonolesn, Totius nake nexy Yyear a picnger V@ﬂw
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LETIERS « to  the EDITOR

A Pos:ible Source of Water for Doz lLeg Cave (WJ 13)

Dear Sir,

A posaible gource for wuch of the water flowing
from Dog Leg is a stream which flows from the ridge to the
gouth of the caves, to tho west of Punchbowl Hill, the
main limestone outerop area. The rock-=type in the head-
waters of this stream is a bold, weathering porphyry;
soils are thin on the steep slopes here, The stream is
probably ephemeral because of the lack of a moisture-
retaining soil mantle, small catchment area, and avsence
of springs on the impermeable POTPLYTY. Runoff will
rapid, apd the stream will only flow after rain. During
the latter part of this year, a wet period, the streas was
abserved to flow continually in its upper reaches, but
was never flowing beyond a point where it first passes over
limestone, Phe bed is CuOnuu wiblh boulaers in 1ls, upber
part, but the lower part has ¢Ller alluviune: the gstreanm
disappears into its coarse bed a little above the contact
between the limestone and the porphyry. such flow is not
uncommon, and the rate of flow may be lavege, Rowever it is
less likely that the water flows JP@C*?TO]G@ in {the lower
reach of the w CCourse, hecauqﬂ of the Iiner nature of
the alluviunm, o resursences have been seen between the
road z2und ths are:of ginking of the breek:, tiiig ig surprisiig
gince the aliuwvium must thin comsiderably as it passes
throush the zap just above the road.

The ntact vebtween the linme ¢ g the g
ig faulited. e uaae : i i 1 tihon 1
Wweidind Puvenbowld adip e there may be crosg«i aUlElﬂb
gnd fracturing, R the ar suscentible to cave
Fornetion. The e back ol the hill

{including WJ'PH may be evidunce of this, as may the course

of the streamn across aresa. Thug theve 15 a possivie
escape»route for the water flowing in the gtream bed,
bterranean cut-off of the stream can

The possibility of a subt
be gecn on a COPuOHT maps
the Dog Leg efflux t
saiie order as the éiu

and Wee Jdasper Oroel

the difference in level between
he sinking iz about 200', of the
2rence in level wetween fthe sinking
t over a short distaunce.

is too strong and constant to

o Punchibowl fiill, yet the lewel
yrecludes any yunoeri from the

Limestone Lelt to the east: most water has Joined the

strean bhefore the 3rd woiter trap.

Flow frowm Dog Le

be dus solely to rusoff e
and position of tne cave p
G
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In synthesis, the water is believed to enter the fault
worne tram the permeable bed orf the creek, and travel by
cross-faults and joints (perhaps cuverns) to the upoer
part of Dog Leg Cave, Flooding O the cave gy be due to
the rate ol supply exceeding tlhic euptying capacity of
lower levels of the cave.

The theory way be tested by detailed observation of
the benaviour oif the stream behind the hill, and the wager
oW nEDon el and piore direetly by addition of A troacer
such as fluoroscien or chaff to the stream at ite sinking
behind the hill. Wd*7 may be the ultinate entry into the
upper reaches of Dog Leg Cave,
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This is the last edition of !'Speleograffiti' that
Michael Henzy is likely to see, S0 we tzke this
opportunity, on btehalf of the Club, to congratuliate
Wichael and Vicki, z2nd wish them every success. ey
are talkking off for uncivilized lainds in the not-to-distant
future. They will te migsed, but we want to say

Good Auck, lidchael and Vicki.

The AICA1V1S+ Again

We found the Club archivist and dusted him (it?)
ori this morniug. When he had clesred zome of the
spiders frow his files he produced the following facts.

For 1966 there are IOPHLi% of 25 official tdne,
An aversge trip consgigted of 3.75 males and 1.50 fe ales
crawl.ing around in tihe dark iOT 7 hours 4 winutes 12
seconds., lee Jasper is stlll by far the most popular
ares for this activity (48%). Dog Leg hus accounted
for 15.4% of the trips and 38% of the hours of the whole
year, as well as an unknown fraction of the biinties.

Colonz and Wyanbene were next: 11.5% oi trips each.
Peariess leaders wost often: GVC and REO 23% each.
tray (16%) hos lost out to Mavch (20% =s the

10
popular meovntn for caving. There ars -0 btrips recorded
for October
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TRIP R4PORTS

T4 Colong=6/"7 iugust
Neville King, Jan Haine and L
went on & trip held in eonjoct on with Lh& C<
Bushwalkings Club. They nouved thex
of the rosd and "anford us Thes

Viayfield

gide

;cnulag uteeper,

They spent eiiht hours under:round ;;ci1ﬂ( Lannizans'
o0f's Galb oA f?10p¢ Una o

Mln"e Cross, Cabin
find an &lﬁurldtlve exit apd passage oe?ow Joof's

they returned through the

3

s Wee Jasper 19th Novewbsr

took nine non-acibers
tH“OHMA Dip No. "'gﬁ*ture Cave on a

Canverra Tushwallel ; ey fou the caves very
wet and treacunerously slippe a ¥o we was necegsEey 1n
places.

Grasme Cha

of this newsletter



