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Cave Re;:;cue 

In OUl' club, though oany re 2.lise v;e ha,re a c ave 
r8scue system . Thi s system may noc be very efficient at the 
moment, but I feel that it is a wor thwhile part of the 
or t;an i zation and some effort should be made t o j_ i::.prove l -rs 
sts.Yld_ard for the g ood of the club ancl the safety of all 
mmnbers. 

- The r'e i s one good r eason fo:c a cave res cue system . 

On November 18th 1964, a group of young folk set out 
for a caving trip. The caves were only one ai.'ld a quarter 
hours out of tovvn. Its of:fi ci3.l nm;::_e is YonggaiTiUgl Nur:lber· 3 
( comGonly call ed ·'.2ueen 1 s Cave ). The c ave it s elf consj_sts of 
several levels comprising rather a l arge system with the 
main chamber over 400 yards long . TRo experienced members 
went into a squeeze abbut 200 ya.rd.s j: rom the entrance j_n a 
side :passa3"e. After pushinz t h is squeeze fo r about sixty or 
seventy yards 9 th ey Were forced to turn back. They had left 
the main party to carry on to the main chm:t1)er under a third 
experienced guide, with instructions to leave the equipnent 
belong inc to the aforesaid hvo at t h e entrance of the 
squeeze. The equipment consisted of t wo li5;hts , one rope 
and 2. be::..g filled riith food. 8.iJ.r!. sxtra clo'tllinc . tlwse 
tv:o a rrived at t he:i_r startinc; IlOint i they found no equiprltent 
waiting. Ul!.al:le to contir;_:)_e their journey i r,to the cave, they 
started back to th ·:j ent:rance. \}bile in the saueeze one 
torch h a d been brokel1. nw other \V2.S novJ fading f::.u3t so they 
were forcc:d to sj_ t 2.Ild v.Jai t tl·w return of the reGt of 
the party , wb.o vvent out the othel' entrance! Lesson one, 
of cou:rse 9 Wcc3 11ever to split a p::;_rty in a cave . Lesson 
two lay in t h e Al ·Nays crLrry your own equip-
ment 2J.:d n ever t2..ke off with else 1 s. All very 
easy to s ee with hindsicht ! 

'J.ihe time ws.:J now 5. 30 l) . op. the Saturc.c..y nicht, 
both cavers '-Ne-:,__'e lif:.h tly cls.:5. as their extra clothi:i.1;3," ;,vas 
in t he beg . I shall now let one of the party describe the 
incident : 

1 I sup1;ose that I should h;":lve taken notice of my d 2sk 
c alender for l o.st v1eekend 9 blandly warned ' :=:>oli tude 
at length 

1 :ife Lcc.O.c a couple of atteupts to c:e t ot.:•.t on Sature_.::ly 
after:1o on, b:1t t h ey unsucc <3 Gsful . Clact1Jering over 
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roc~ s in pitch darkness in ~ot ny i dea of ;un. 

1 .l·c o:1e stace l.'ze cot;:8 u:po:n a l.:T;,e hole in t£1e 
~.= 'ie coulrj_ l:.e._:: .. l ., tt!.(~ G ~f}. l'lC~ ~J::~· D. ri\r-~-r tl·1I'011{;h i t . 

t1t l e;.;~:J -t SO :f-eet c~.c~ClJ .. I f·elt -~~-c.~.t l1 e:r · siclc ! 

1 If y ou <:\re ;,w ·ci or! l e s :J fo :c r:rL y lel::...~_;tl·~ of t:.:..l·t:8 
colcr~ es;J co ~,~~-; s v:;;ry quid:l:y . .'Je h .·.::.d to c;2t up ;:,nd 
s ::{~J r· c isc -t,;() :~~e c;p :/ i2 l .. : ·~: - ~LLll1:~ ii!-:2: . Or} t ll 2 EJlJOt, &l~·3:) pj .. r.e 
O,.l .'''r• n ]_vr:. " ~--· ·. · ·•r-:· c· to····p Ci ~ C ! ' l ~-Li ,.,"' -·I .LJ :: ;-~, . ., ,, 1 .1- ~.J. ,' o_-,'1_ (-.•. r'n •:,.,.., 

1_. · - ·.) -... , • .......::: : . ) \..o ...; 1~ _,,_l ... ..l.,..; _. . .L .A. _ C.L..l:_v.!. -'-~ \J . ~- - _.J __ .... ..!..(.:.;: _ _ ..._ · .J.- 1,, ~..._ 

ail._/ ·.,. ; - .l .... !~ lt·; _~_ \~i 2: (; ~"tiil. :~; (_ SOO~i C~.iS 2.IJ })CareCt . 

'Or:. c c , I bc.liev', I slC:Jlt f ol~ s. continuous six- l!ou.r 
shift ; e.::::tc. ·on o~wo.kcLing ·-n.s :p:c:·.ct .Lc :;,l l y fro ze:::. s tiff . 

' The 'i\I) J. ole i ··.ci(;_ent h2i~~ dcvelopeG. into <:~ nL~h t::J .::xe. 
• .... <._. 

' t'· " r, . , ,-·rl r:,l ·~rl ~y - ·::;, ' ..., ~ ':> ,..., .• o+" , __ ~ ·· t,+·-· 'J"" J+ -'-o ·· ,- + O' 'l'L .d. ._, a . ; •• • o..i :.)~ . c .L~c.: 'ulj "·.:-:.,l .. \.0 <.:-..:. ... v, .: •·J.L d. o v'.J .ll v v ::_; ,; u '- v. 
I .f <-:?1 t si cl,:, D.e l ple:-: s ~~-~~-· disc oLlra :::,ed. It see::>3C::. '/J<~ hs.d 
all the t :Ll::ie in tha ">"v·orJ.cl . 

' I1bout midc',ay we t ried t o f i nd. our ·Nay b ;~ck to the 
f l oor of the c ;,;:,ve tut hi:'.O no l uck . So I curl :-; 6. up, 
shi ve:;,~ing or:. -a s i:lall 1 s(c e to sle G}! . 

'That ni,: ~J.t v.;e :::ad.e a. furtl:le r atteL:•pt a t r e,J.ch i nL 
1,; : : 0 exit - by follo-:flin ;.:, -the b : ~.t :::; out - ·but ·, _: ·2 c :'ne to cL · 

l 2.r:;e cle£t '/thi ch v:e cou l cl. no t c ros r:> ir:. t he ~ark, so VM 

l e ft it till morn in~ . 

' Abor:. t 11 a. ra. . on Lim1..:'::.ay ,.,e '.-:e re b e:.: ck on 
of the chamber . Lo b h 2,Ci fi gured t:!:lc. t we vr>u.l cl 

t ~. c floo:r 
b e fm.E (1. 

'TJ.1en Vie by micl.d2 y - Thank Coo. v..re had. a lt.'.lllinous v1 : tch! 
stai·tc( rrhistling c: .. r"t·.-:.. shou.t i r..g . 

' Sudc1enly 2. f ::>.i11:c c,lir:.r.:-e:r appea.:cec .. in U1c~ roof o:i 
the CI:a!~:b ~~r - they we:..''~ he:.:.'e ! It d i(t;~l 1 t t t.V.cc uc; l ong 
to .r~ 8 -t t o t he soa.x .. ch ccrJ. t J~e in t;~~le 1~Giir1 chc..~~ -:-L)c-r ~;.;,· c1 clb vtrt 
a COUple o:f: ~-,1U2S Oif5 -h'Ot tea ~-·.ne:. a sal.lG.VIiCb. . 'r}'lel1 ',•;c \\'e re 
off bac '.:: llo ",:e ! 1 

(Excer pt fro~ an ar~icle bJ ~r. K. J a ckson in t he 
Kuncl iavra i.,e'.vs , .u ove:nber ·J·:..S 4. ) 

It m.-u.s t 't.: e called t o min':1 ·ch c.t this ;/Ius a l O..l\'~e 
cave , seve:;:·al :.1iles in. eY~tejlt ov;;::r five cliX:;:er-ent l evels 
\i~~~ -Ll , J. 1"\) •"rt(i ·-. -~r<-~ ro.'unc· ..., , ;,T...,Y'C l' "' l' -!- ·~;t n -,... +'"l',-, r o;.•-. Q{l r~;"'(! 

J~V.L.!. lri'l U .. .LJ..~.·.J·.!..t...)..Lv~...- .. J.... l .'~o...J~~J ~ -.... - v . .A.V-'- v ..:- ... lrO ....::;; ........ .;) .~- ' <.:..t--··-'--

-GlJ. :LS alOl~· s, d.ici the; I'C: ~:>cuers t sJ.<e so lo: :cc~ to finct the cavers . 
Actually t>e t.:;.::uLi. :1.:::~-:i t:~e :,:< s ::!C"•. :c· cLi.; .~ c ;::;ir>ce a1)out 8 s . . Ei. on 
~3l1YJ.c~;.:ty fllOTnirl/; s~s SCCl'. c~s tl1e~r :f s~ j_l_ed ·to c1le c}~ i n a t t l:e 
po~tc -: s·;_;_?-·tion. _ Iu-t :!:o:c t he :C88Ctl e BysteL~ , p ooplo ,;; i ,~lrt 
:n.o-c YL:?\, \r ·~ . c ati ;. e J~·· e u. ·t~ o l o ol~ t i]_ ~- L ~ cnc:~. aJr ! ~ :o ~c:J. i tj_ ~s ril-l en t1J e 
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Ca;~vj __ ~;l{:. i s:-~ ' t c,l ~i-.rCt:)'3 ~: . ;s e~~\~ci.till£; ~?- ~j t~t·L -2.t u.J1i· crttlrLa;tc· 1.~r , 
l; u-': p e: op1 8 , 0 c •c; ·c J.c.~si ill c z,,res o:;.~ s ·c:o·c: :lc:.:::d. v;ithou.t a li,)xi; 2.s 

Tx·i ~J le c1c~ ·(; J:·s s~hall o l;~~ E:-~j_rl e(!,.ll i}~t-.:'1911 t i"'ro1~-~ e q_lli l)E121J.t 

off:i..c o:r· c'.'-·.C. o~1t Gr j_n t; o t':c2 book -L:h e ::• C:.l:1es of all p -3 :ts onf~· on 
"LJ~1G tJ:-- :Lp; v.;lJ. 8:!."' 8 t~: ~. c·);- s:.:c e ~~ c: irl.:~-~ D;I.1C~ \~}~c:r; ·G!.tey 3J:L1l :L r(:;tu_r'rl; 
'L\J·tis l)ooJ.~ if3 t:·.l.8l1 l ei·t ·~'/ j_t l'J. a. coxiL __ j_ t tcr~ I~l e:::.lJ (~ r· Wl!.o sl1t:tl~l t}1er~ 

l u rc spcns i~l e f or 
· ntacted wit~in · a 

r:;. ) r j_nr; 
'Ll ert them 

it. If t~:.2 c o:·J it tr:;(~ nw ;;lb -::-.r i s ·Got · 
rcssonable t i2e of th e propo3ed return , 
t)18 polic e l oc.::l to tl1e co.vi:oc; s.r(:Oa CW.'l.d 

b) OY02ni se ~ c roup i n Cenberra m:G ~0 stra i {) l t 
to the ClYing area t o instituta a se ~rob . In the ev~n t of 
l~:UClJ bei11g shox·t --~llc:~:~c1e(. , t tteil C:)J Bl: ~.:J.J . c.lso be c a~lled irt, 
<~.lthouc:h I Flyself f' e.81 t l~.2t this shoul d b e d.on0 2.'--lJrv:::..y . 

tl1is s:y;3tet·:1 J_ 3 

c:t.~ce G2:.J:· e o ~-'h.J.t 

* * * * * * * * * * 

a proven one ar1d 
~ ·:·.o.;yr SCt l lJ.d. ·tl-·ita 
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T-;nr ;:~_~;J? OJ.J::J 

l1 eter Li tclli c; o:-: , Ji::l Cm;_lton. ) · Leste:r ·;-Jal t2rs aJ.lcl gi:clf:'ci :;~ 
W "' ·~ + + 0 ~- -j c• i + t ~~ l. ~ i -,- , -: .. c ·. ' 0 ":i-l· ·r:-:· C C>VP ;ere -,l ., -;"-:- '<' ~, ; r~ "'- '~ l. --c.,-!- .~ .. C' 

y l .- V v '- ~~..._ - l.l '(" ·· - ~ _ .... .... .. v ...., _ .. ....,;J~ . -· · ....... YJ J . ~ .• . : :: - t,..L iJ l. ..L.LV.. C: .. ~t .l!. r-.~!.V G .... L:..~ 
C (:L •:fi.- 8 ~.- . OJ:\ ,; ,_·_:_ i..; _:_D8 .L' C l~ O ::·>-~ l 8 :.-:l \.FS 1· il -:~ <.~.1: G - 'J .__. - ·~ ~ ·--- ro c:.d :_;;,l-1Cl'"'8 t~1Gr'i3 Cll"'8 

vc·x·~v c;or.·0. ca.~-·~1;~s itea. ~ ~ i.~~!.G ~-L"·ot~t -3 -eo t[l(:! c:~\re. s i :i : Cal1be:cra­
C·cJ~_,_ j_~J1J.l"'.~lj tl1e11 ttl:.~r:. !lo z·tr1 ·Gtru;.;_ c_)l_ 1. L' e_ j~a~L;~~- a; c:-coG3 tl12 .-:-1..b t:~:.~cl~ <; :~~-ci. ~~ . 
al-~ c1 15 i~l i~L 2s I11-j~-~l1 e r tt1.x·n s i:--.t c~~rp I 'j_ (:_t.:. t o~.: :: I'oacl ~t o i.\i :~~~~cc~s L'.tt. 
~.1 c J~ or!.g " ;..\ .. t · ~ -tlJ. e ' ·j_l ' j u_l1C t j_ Oi1 tl~_re e 2.~1il c ;~· orl , ~·vl1 e :-ce f'~ o-ct j_1-t' ~ ~r c; l--c rl:; 
i .G si:S::,nl;ostecl to ri,::,·:_:,t, tv.T~'l l.::: ::l:'t for OllE: ui l e aJ.1d. t ;_J_en ri;.;.h t 
on tl'·. e f j_l'.Jt o.bvi o'-~.s tur:::wff ;:.t"J( co~)tinue ai)O~Jt 1 1_ il:.i l e;.:; st:-c- a i c' 
a lO.l'r; t >L3 ro aC. , t 82cL:g s. left for!:::, <ioVJ?! zo;-~; e ver}' s t e.:::p hills 
( ; 'fbic~:l \'F":I'e to o stP "'P <' ;yr :, Vol~"''"S' ·'' O '"' to ,., ,., t,l:~ .-, 1.1 n Oi·"i'"' l +o l ·::-. c ' ·-
0 :;:- . D 0~---J..,I~ )~ c -~ .. , "' "'' l·. ; ; ."',., ~';) ~~ ,-: -· -.. ·.~ -~~ ... ~,_-~~ e ---- J _ o -, --0 "~ J ~; :~ c~ ~. --. 0 ;. ~c~---T·~·l. ~ ~ :~ ~~ ~. ~: 

.... ~ . \..:;: ' -' 1.. u V~ .l. -'<·_-; c..~ ....1.. \ L \_.;.. • - V .., L :.J ...1... V .!.. .J-...... "'' c.; \.. · . .:. w ;..J t....,. c.; .. . u '-· ...._ ;_ 
o rLe .:tile tc]oLD t i-~ e fo :ccl , jl_~Gt befo:t1 ·cl'H; Yo·::,_, i:>.nG ;.: ~ ive11 ··v:::.l le;y 7 

t1 rou.)_·.,_ vehicle ti..1 &ck l e e:( s off left up over t h e h ill ai-~ cl. dovrtl 
to t~"Lo c::·wes about ha.l£ 2- Ctile . 'l)':l is-- tr::•.ck c <:--..n l)e Y).eg otiatecl 
by SOi:tG veLicJ.c s to t~!.e C2.V8 ElOI..l_tL . 

Tile; cave h a.s been cut by t:1e strsc.mt to cc ve :~·y hi;::): a;nd. 
narrorr Cl'Oss-sectior, . 'l:he er .. t:...1 a,Jc e is in fc.~ct a r.:.arrow 
C ~ '. i c:. n<::: ~' clo ,)e to 200 f e.:t d eep iih i c}I in it s elf is v~:-r.y 
i n t ::: :r :.:: :-:; t ing . Since the vthole c a.v e is in. a q_v.it e s ;'ls.l l piece 
O f ' ] i --""'· ~-'-,".;~ . ., +'·' -,,, -:. ,..,.,_, Y1 ) J_ ] ; '.-,:= 1 ·;:.- +,.. · . . P . -,,~ ,- n+ 1-,.~.---- ;,l· r.-· C'.·'~,,--, . . •:-: .... . .- L ... ... ~ .. ::> u_ ... J.v 'i :..~1 \ ..... - ..:....1..:::;: c .. L ._.. .L..l t L ~ -· ~-l.. ' -" . · ·~ . . \,,__, ... ..... (...;.. ..,...!- J .._, u.;..J.. _. _._ ....., G r:::.. . ...._. 

rtr-::8.1' by , t~.: ::~tl £t".!. t r~. ~~l"'e i u a 1~:- .r(;8 }~o le bGtvJt;C~1 tlJ.G c ::-: .. \re ·! !! o-: :~t{l 
and the rive r V•ihich wu..s :::.O t il'lV0Gtigated. Tl12 8 sr\:;cl.JJ h a:J 
f:1.n. c f:.{ lux L l t:.-,e v c:.lley oelo v-1~ •,in ile ttc~ i D.fJux co.:n be fo-;_md to 
t l:c VI ,::;t of t ~-~e c o.ve in c:~ flat ::'Tea vk. e~:e a streco~11 dis <-:~::)p e~u·s 
·l; 'l! i:'Ot~t.:~1 gra.-\re J. &.~.c. nn.~d . TJ:1c ~c- ~:: ~-ln e se VG l"s.J_ l"1.ol o sblc; c.lced ·- ~~1i tl1 
""oil n.2o.r ·c}12 ir:..flux. a.nd t;a.rw dolines. 

~.'le cl .. i6~ 1:0t ci.o v- r:: l~~r .LlLlC].1 ill ~t lJ.e e c.ve sirtc~~ \·1 .. ~ ?:.8.d. so~~1e 

trCJ'..I 1:le Le t,}_:c -"' s
0
-'} 1i~0o?=~~y J _ ~i:,--:;~t~.:~c= .. ::~:~ -.- .' cht,.~ 0ir1 ~.-.~~-~~c;,' ~. ~~-;_:~,·=~ ~- :~, ,~ l ~1~ : h ~·c) ~~~ oon 

·: .. ·':;,· (fCtt eo .~ ..1.. -L ~·: · ...... U~ /.., _._..._. ~.._} f.J_~,. ~-·~-\ 'J J C" .. l. . ,:::> v ___ _.__,L .+ ___ ..... ....(\.. ' ..i. ~~ .. v J 

~ ·· vs:cc~l in.t:.::l'"'~-~s ti·r:. ~ ~vve .. -t e riaJ.ls 1.1:1til t~·1e tt~.l'll1el bcc c~.l{l8 ""!8~-:.~r 

Lu,._ " 1 , - -l~ -nn·!- l. "'lD,-,.~· .. ·1 1 '\J.·· o [T\1 1 .·-·e -1 -· onr' C'iJ(-. "'_,~- , .. ~; -t ' '"' ·i· ·,-:- . ·~ - .. r\ " .. +l·-.') r-• . 1 J 1.L l.t ~~ ~ u "-l ·~·,, .) : ; _" ~ , , • J. ;._ ... .:. -- ~0 ~,..: ,., ·;.:. , , ¥·/.L !.! ~ -' ~- ·v,,.L ~;:.; .;:, v. 1 - 0 
· [.' () J_·· . ~ .. l:.."'!.ti8ll~J -:;-jG J_ ]_ V!OI't:.-:_ })l10-GC){~·~c .:::.l):l .-i ___ C · S: ~·· !. i f·3 j_s c1 :~ -fj_n it !3 ] .. y C't 

r; c vcrc c 2.ve, :not fo:c beci nncrs . 
Peter Aitchison. 



Vol . 4. Fo . 7 

l) e.---v i cl r ;_O oT·8 t ~-':J.1l1G c·el torl ~ J'o ~:~ .. rl:. : .~e ]} 1 i Sfi8l~ c~:r~ Cl Io~t1 Ilo.il~O 

l8:ft C2.:-lbeJ:·· :;_~ :~ c·:t a1)out 7. )0 <.J ,LL :Cor ·c} 8 Die EolG . Aft :,l' a 
~f~ ir;.ol~ ot)~lJ..i~ : --;·~~- o .. J.J_ oJ: u __ s L:~a,c:. e t~.l\:. L(oJ_c; i r1 \/8.1..--- i.o·u.;-s stu.t t~ s c:L~ 
I'· .~~ - ~ -i Y' 1 ,ll-'- r) -·11· - ., .I.l (:.\ ( -~ ~" ~ :-: -:.···. ·'- ; ·,;: -: ""...: r: ·f --:"': ~-~ ~ -. ~ s:l -:::,.... l . ... i l. ') + ·f ;:, ' 'C"'l r:."1" ) ..._. 1J c. :. ....... _ :... ... t... ..._ 1. ~ . l_... _....... L .:..J. e .L ..._ .:. v..!. • .i LJ .L -'- , .... .._, ~ ~,..J • ..i .......,. .v ,_; , t... l . v ..:- ..... c.:.. t v .1-

l~ ade i -c (_o :.~trl. ·t.~:. 8 SO ' oi- l c .. d 0 ;:; :.;:--, i~lOLln-G ::; (I. 0~1 t~J. e ;~\JlJ: t~ ~·t c J:.~ll s id e; 
· a ·P - t- ~i!:l -;:::ol.C' ·c' i·1G ~~1··: - :·- 1r::Jr ,--., ·f "J :,r'' '· a~· · -~:::-.L't"l·~'llll-y- O''i(:>r ; .. ; ·_-. O"' r: . -. "~,"-•c"- •.•1-07 • ...1. IJ _ _ I..J ••• - - ; --- _._..._..,. , ~ 1.1 V-- _ ._.. ,\,.1.\... ~.::.:;_ '-' '-·· V-- ... - . · \i _,_ ,....... _ _ V .... ....._. _ __,_ _ 

.. . :a::.'ly· pl1o t cs 'i'IG~~,e ·c s:~,: c~n. 3 tJ 8-G~"1 o :~~ :.::.-:~(;_ b~{ t l1e l e.3.( . e :t':"' . ·r:ne 
1)Gdro.t;c l c,'; <.:'.DI-'. u ::.1 c : ,v2C t ::cuD.}J •2 ~., ; ·h1. :c:!. '-l'; to Cc.il·Gs :t·To. a t al·o <.J: c 
G. 30 p Q .El . ~~~.:[ ·~ -- L::l.' t l1 2 -t :.."' aL: it~ i 011i~l s t ~:.; lJ o.t J3~8.i(:_ -\'~'ooCt . 

David f 'o or .e. 

~['he first ·i.;hree of Dl~a.; ~~B.tis P a:.:-sonae plu s one I:wsquito 
turnod u p <.!bout 11 p.::L the ~)revious ni[;h t. Tr:c 8 r e::nai Ecl •2r 
rri ved abo·,_rl; 2. G. . ;":2 . ' m:u:J. 'I: ·! G fin:~lly ViC11t C Fl.Ving . T'he C C::. VG 

: .:=.;.:::; f .J.i l"Jy cL;_·'J' sx• d oui te -~~:...od .<~:e: i ::l .r: · . At tL~ trm oi' "l:.h<2 s a.nd 
_, •• - ........., ......... •....,) ...&.. 

r 'r"r -!-1.-,. , , .". l. ~ --::.· ·<- -:n e-:. C1 "fl· ··n ,· -~- '' .. ~l"' 'l''' ·l~' ~·"' "•"' G.' .;.r· ~ -) 1.11c:-.(".~ 10 >-' P'L'l J - C '"J.' lJ J.. _ ...:. J. \.; ;:, ·.: ... ... _ LJ. V ~.; · l '. --<- ..£.~ (. :.~ U- '-• 1 v ..:.J ~!-..L.l V C..!.l ~ ._ ......... ..._... .... 

G ~) ·~ ~ ' Jj c_:z~j~ ~.-;;:-;t t::-ciy I. ·-: a,.re; ~\' : .: :L .. t1. f:.d ir1 -~c Doe I1ec ' ·- R. ~~ . 0 . 
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