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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting for 1968 was held on Tuesday, 19 "arch in the Physics
Room 8, with about 30 present. g

Election »f Officer Bearers for 1968 was carried out quickly, after which people
settled down to look at slides. Those elected were:

President Michael Webb
Vigce= Bresident Norman Stokes
Secretary Ten Raine
Treasurer David Moore
Egquipment Officer Peter Aitcheson
Committee Members Sue Nicholls

Savid Christie
David Penn
Kenn Paloer

Ian Nankivell then showed us some excellent slides of both the recently explored
sections of Murray's Cave at Cooleman, and of the famed Easter Cave in West
Australia, to which a total of three trips per year only are allowed,

Iichael Webb als) whoed soue slide of Bunyan - a p:thole near Cooma - and Dip Cave
at Wee Jasper.

Although plagued with an underpowered projector most of the slides were fairly
visible,

Supper was eaten between the two series  f slides, having been generously made
available by Mrs. Baine.

The meeting ended at 10,30p.m.



Letter to the Editor.

This was received at a rccent Cormittee meetin which Sue Nicholls was unable to
attend.

"I'm very sorry I couldh't be here in person tonight as I have a nuuber of things
to say. However I hope this will be sufficient to register Ly remarks, at least
for the mounent. '

Firstly.

I must strongly objeet to the way most of the trips I have been on have
been rushed. Naturally the trip leader knows the cave and the route fairly well.
Familiarity breeds conteupt, and consequently everyone else is hustled along at
a rate of knots, which prevents anyone who wants to from having a good look at
whatever's to be seen.

I don't want to cast aspersions on Peter Aitcheson's trip leading abilities
for which I have the very highest regard, but the welk to the cave on the recent
Cooleman trip was exhausting, and it struck ue as a bit idiotic having to sit down
to cateh my breath before even entering the cave, to say nothing of missing nost
£ the magnificent scenery on the way. We had the whole weekend to play around
with, and yet we got to that cave as if it was going to vanish forever at any
moment.

I realise that the nuaber of people on the trip was unusually high, but the
fact remains that it could have been taken a little slower with no serious
inconvenience to anyone.

Seeondlya
If the numbers of pesple gring on trips remains high, more bash hats should
be provided by the club.

Thirdly.

More co-operation between the Bushwalkers, the Mountaineers, and the Caving
Club would prove highly advantageous in the way >f reinproof equipment, haversacks
etc.

Pinally

Having the hopour of being the only female Comnittee Hember, I should like
to plead for a little consideration on the part of the trusty, stalwart nale
majority for the (presuuably) gentler sex.... I don't uean 0 say that we are all
poor uiserable weaklings without any physical strength whatever, nor that a great
deal of patience hasn't already been shown to us by the gallant men of the Club...
but, with reference to the aforesaid hustle, even when one has seen the scenery,
one doesn't like tearing along through brush and boulder after fleet warriors
who take tall wmaountains at a single bound.

Perhaps I should add that on the whole there is nothing grievously wrong
with the organisation of trips, and in general they are managed magnificently.

But the points I have mentioned - +the rushing of the enthusiastic leaders, the
present shortage of helmets and wet weather equipnent, and the regretable lack of
male energy in the female menbers - are all points worth nentioning,"

Susan Nicholls.
HHW*HH%HH%*HWW**M*HH%
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gubscriptions for 1968 are now due. If you have not paid up this is the last issue
you will receive. A cross appearing below indicates that you are considered a
dangerous reactionary radical, and you are urged to repent and confess your sins to
Treasurer David Moore forthwith. Forgiveness will cost v . f£if%y cents.

B T B B e O e s o o
LOST AWD FOUND.
Found after A.G.M. - a pale blue glasses case,

Missing after Wee Jasper trip - Stubai "pineapple' karabiner. If you have found
it please see liiachael Webb. He also has the case for theglasses.
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SELEOGRAFFITI -~ May issues,

Articles are reguired for the next issue of Speleograffiti. Anything to do with
caves, caving or cavers published, appropriate or not. Closing date Viednesday
April 24th.

s o L s o S S L o o S e e S
Outstanding Trip reports.

David Fenn Wee Jasper March 2
Dick Price Wee Jasper March 2-3
Peter Aitcheson Wyanhene > March 9
Byron Deveson : Wyanbene March 9

Letter to the Editor.
FURTHER THOUGHTS O THE PORMATION OF THE BIG HOLE.

Dear sir,

Last year you printed an article (Vol.4 No6) in which it was postul.ted tha
that the Big Hole was foried by nuclear fusion testing carried out by the Australo-
Pithecus forerunner >f present go-called civilisation.

Let us consider soue of the consequences of this assuuption, particularly
that of what becawme of the material that filled it.

Assuming the hole to have approximate dimensions 60 netres long, 30 metres
wide and 90 metres deep, it is apparent that the mass of displaced rack amounts to
3.4 x 108 Kilogrammes, (about 340,000 tons)., We can thercfore calculate the energy
required to totally vaporise the rock.
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Given that the latent heat of fusion, L(f) is 135 cal/gm, that of _
vaporigation, L(v), is 104 cal/gm, and that the specific heat of sandstone
ig 0.3 cal/gm, degree (S), we Tind that the total heat required is:
Mass (ST - ng) ¢ Llv) )
l.es 26 = 20° "joules.
‘he energy emitted by one tone of T.N.T. is 5 x 10930ules, so & megaton
of T.N.T. would, in exploding, vaporise sufficent material as to leave the
Big Hole.
5S> far so good,.
Now let us calculate theenergy required to sent the material into Earth
orbit.
The velocity imparted to 1 ton of waterial by the explosion in the immediate
viecinity of. 1 tone,_of T.N.T. is given by ¢
B = *%‘MV
So viis approxiuately 2 uiles per secs
This is well within an >rder of magnitude of escape velocity.

In other words this hypothetical test could be responsible for placing up
to 400,000 tons >f rubble into space with a velocity spectrun ranging from 0.1
tines escape to escape velocity, assuning the standard Gaussian distribmtion of
veloecity!

What is more, this umass is approximately the total amount of nmatter that has
been removed from the Big Hole. This is obviously no coincidence, but is certainly
indication that the ancients knew the secrets of advanced nuclear physics, and had
a well developed engineering technology.

: If this material is sprayed out of the hole at angles of elevation between
I0° and 90° with a velocity spectrua of 1 Ku/s and 11K/s, we £ind there is an
envelope of infinte height and of ground radius 10,000 Kiloumetre within which
matter will fall. Now the rock will be considerably crosse-fractured in coming .
through the upper atmosphere, due to uneven frictional heating, and consequently
will ground along a broad swathe along its line of flight.

Could it possibly be that Mr. Webb has at last satisfactory explained the
origin of tektites? That it should have been left to a uwere physicist to do this
is the criwning insult of the age. Geologists arise! Save yourselves! the .
physicists are taking over!

Ho hum, back to my cave.

I sign myself, respectfully yours, (unless you are a physicist), your
fellow troglidyte,

URSUS SPELAEUS,.
T S

CLUB RECORDS.

Believe it or not, the club has amassed a fair supply of publications and papers
from other s cieties. In particular, we have copies of "The Very Latest" (CSS),
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These are available for losn to meubers of the club on application to Michael Webb,
who can usually be found either in the Physics Library or Laboratsries, or sore-
timms at home, 1/74 Ainslie Avenue, Reid. Phone 4290,
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April General lMeeting,
Wednesday April 3, 1968 in Physics Dept. Roow 8 at 8p.m. There will be
& guest speaker, and supper will be served.

May General MMeeting.
Wednesday liay 1, 1968 in Physics Dept., Roon 8, at 8p.m. Supper will be
served., Slides and filas.
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TRIP REPORTS.
Wiyanbene., February 17, 1968

Qut to take pictures in the main caves. Found MSS doing a meteor:logical survey at
the blowhole. So, after I had taken Ly pictures I gaveuthem a hand for a while.

Over a 12 hour period (0400-1600) wind velocity varied frou 169 feet/ninute =t 4a.a.
to over 1300f+4t/m at 2p.i. Temperatureg and hunidity varied as below while I was
assisting taking measurements.

14001530 57°

Time Dry Bulb Wet bulb FHwnidity
140015300 57 S 100
1530 1545 57 5648 99
1545 1600 57 56,45 98
1600 1615 57 56 | 94

Over my last hour, barsmetric pressure fell slightly from 29,99" it had maintained
Most of the day to 29.80". All told I spent 85 hours underground.

Michael Webb,
Straight through to Rockfall Chauaber where surveying was begun at the top of the
pitch between Roclkfall and Caesar's Hall, Survey continued to Leke Chamber.
Caesar's Hall - Iake section of cave consists of a single high fissure blocked at
various levels by wud amd rock. Fxcept at the Lake end the river cannot be
followed for any distance. The only foruation in the section is large bushes of
coral overlooking the lake frow the dovmstrean end and soue helictites.

Ian Raine.

Part's of Michael Webb's trip report for his cave hunting $rip to Ravine were
published uner "Recent Activities" in the Harech issue,

FRESHER TRIPS,
Wee Jasper, March 2 1968

Ian raine led a large party into Dip 2 frou the Rubbish Tip entrance, thence up
ladder set by him int) Dips 3,4,5. Returning by abseiling down the 30' window
pitch into Dip 2,

(o
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-bavid Fenn led the party into 4th extension, then took s me people into Dip 4 by the
6" a seil pitch, then came out via Dips 3,2, and through the Rubbish Tip.

Took = party of 8 for a quick trip through Dip 2 and Dip 3, then out for lunch. After
lunch, int 4th Bxtension, where aony pictures were ta ken (A total of 4% hours)

After the freshers went houe, I went into Dog leg for a glance at the Sand Trap, having
been told that it had been filled up by High School kids. It Had,. (I h;ur)

Sunday spent teaching at an improuptu Field Day for Boy Scouts, talking to Phil Creok
(Gundazai Tourist Associatim) and playing around in the top of Punchbowl.

lichael Webb
7.“4'3?811109116. March 9, B

‘ALl t.1d 29 people went on this trip, so we split into 4 parties., Isn Raine, Peter
Altcheson and Byron Deveson led sectins of the tip.

Led uy party plus Byron Daveson's into Mud Chamber, where we looked around while Peter's
group passed us on the way to the Gunbarrel.

<We then went up to Helictite, where Byron and David Brown settled down to take piletures
while the rest of us went through the wet stretch into Rockfall, neeting Tirstly half
'a dozen bods fro. SSS at sup 2, then Peter Aitcheson's party in Rockfall (Wyanben was
sonewhat crowded!). Then all but three of us went through Nicholl's Squeeze into
Caesar's, whose sheer size was wost iupressive to the freshers,

We then went out, bringing gear with us as we were the last still in, and surfacing atf
about 6,15 p.a1. (62 hours)

Michael Webb.

lan Raine's party went into Mud Chanber, then up to the strean passage Lo Heliefite,
then out again, after 4 hours undersground.

yanbene _ llareh 13, ,968

Direct to chauber on tribut ary passaze to Rackfall Chanber, (This suall chamber now 4
be knowo as Barking Dog Chanber.) P.A. led up edge of upstrean figsure, half in znd

half out >f crack, belayed by I.R. fr.m nud and rock choke 15' above the floor, this
piteh 20' to ¢ afortable ueander bench. It was possible to follow this low (2'x 10')
passage Upstrean Tor about 30', whence a tight squeeze to the left, 15', allowed uccess
to a small aven 25' high with attendant high level ueanders, nouddy and with nuch Joose
riock. A further 20' along the nain level was achieved before loose roek nade the passage
unsafe,

Roof »f Barking Dog Chaiber (so-ealled because Jf the startling sound of dripping water

is large chockstone 20' acriss, sepzrating off an upper chaiber 15' high Iuddy and rot

rotten ueander passages extend abut 15! higher. Thus the total height of the fissure is
absut 60'; the fissure was followed upstrean about 65' fro.l B.D.C.
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Wyanbene, (cont) March 13 1968

Return via Gunbarrel to collect representative rock saumples from the floor material.

In dry by-pass to the water crawl P.A. attenpted difficult c¢liinb up solution fluted
cwall next to squeeze, but overhang fissure was too tight. After this abortive effort,
a sgueeze near exit to by-pass was attenpted. This led to sloping tunnel with red
flowstone cascade falling from large fissure parallel to strean passage. Cave coral
sbundant in this section, which should certainly be further investigated.

Ian Raine., :
Wyanbene, Merch 2%, 1968

Searching caves up the alternate valley. Founc many suall holes and so " eewtiful
scenery. A cave half way up a 40" cliff about 150' this side of the Deua watershed nay
repay investigation. Owing to an ankle ruined in a traffic aceident a few days previous
I did nst go in, and n.r d4id Kath, but Byron and David Brown rcported several small
offshoots and strong draughts in its 40' edd length,

We went into Wyanbeue for half and hiur or so after lunch, but did nowt of note, then up
to Big Hole. VlYihen it storted to hail we cane hone,

Michael Webb.
Coolenan Plains. March 23, 19@

Thyse present: Peter Aitcheson, Jim Atkingon, Noel and Pak Call, Phil Carter, Jim Coulton
Kosrine Else-Mitchell, Owen Evans, John Furlonger, Nadine Hood, Isobel Gavin, Sue Lowes

. Virginia Higgins, David Moore, David aand Sue Nicholls, Paul O'Donnell, Pat O'Keefe, Ken
Paliter, Ian Raine Worn S5t kes Karen Weatherstone, ¢ otal of 21, and six vehicles were

= taken.

The party left Burton Hall at about 7.30 a.n. after soue delays and arrived at Cooslenan
plain about 19.30 a... Cziap was set up at Blue Waterholes wiere Cave Creek resurges and
which is & sagnificent camp site. The party very quickly left for Murray Cave, except
for one person, who preferred to eat his lunch, and all went to the end, aduiring the
foruation along the way. Jin Coulton andDave Moore went to explore a side passaze of
the cave, and found that the swip which had previocusly blocked progress on this side
passaze was open and so we were able to exul re the passaje further, However the passage
eventually divided and becaume too tight for further progress, destroying hopes that it
would lead t» the cave through which the river flows. The nain party in the neanti e
explored the wmain passasze a little more thoroughly but being devoid (almost) of side
passages, they eventually congregated at the end. The whole cave includ ng the three
suwips was dry. At the end there is a big rock fall through which is flowing a very
strong draught, suggesting that there is a big cavern beyond the known linmits of Murray
Cave,

Four of the party: Ian Raine, Noel Call, David Nocholls, Norn Stokes, nmad valiant effats
efforts to penetrate this rock fall but only succeded in gaining about 20', Most of
the party soon left to explore Cooleman Cave and Barber's Cave led by Jim Atkinson and
John Furlonzer who had visited the area before. A "cave nmonster" was found in Coolenan
Cave "all white and furry" and was tentatively identified as a woubat, thiugh it was
deep in the cave in a place f peruanent blackness.
Unfortunately, towards the end of the afternoon it began to rain, as always seens to
happen at Cooleman, Nora Strkes left just at the start of the rain with a party of one-
“day cavers and eventually arrived hone safely. However at Blue VWaterholes the rain -.:o
becanme heavier and it was decided to try to take the cars up the hill toward Tantangara
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Coolenan Plains (Cont) March 23 1968

before the road becane to: slippery, all hope having already been aboandoned of refurnig
ing via Brindabella. The track was founad inpassable to the Holdens after only a short
perisd of rain, but luckily Jin Coulton hagd Sote tyre chains which were used t0 get one
of the Holdens up the hill. At this tie natters were further complicated when the i .
child of Paul Williams and wife, who happened to be camping there also, was taken ERIEIES
with supspected nalaria, having recently returned from New Guinea, Therefore, the
chains were lent to hinn and he escortea as far ag Tantan ara by the Land Rover, the
Oother cars being left at the bottom of the hill until next day.

It was. sti11 raining on Sunday so hopes of further caing were dashed ang attention was
turned to just getting out which was accomplished without further difficulty. Canberra
was reached about 4p.11. after s stop in Adaninaby for food. Others also stopped in
Bredbo for other reasons,

P.W. Aitcheson,



COMING TRIPS.
BUNGONTA April 6 1968 Leader DAVID MOORE
The Drum, one of Australia's deepest caves (390')
BENDETHERA. EBaster, 4pril 13th, 1968. Leader IAN RAINE.
Supposed to be .iany caves, if you can find them.

nAVINE Baster, 4pril 13th 1968 Leader MICHAEL WEBR

7 square niles and more of unexplored limestone. Great possibilities for larse
cavese. Beautiful scenery.

CHRITMORE April 20, 1968 Leader MICHARL WEBR,
FIELD LAY April 27, 1968 Jrganiger PBETER ATTCHESON,
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- Contaet the trip lead or a wemnber of the Committee by 9.30p.n, on the Wednesday previous
to the trip if you wish to 80, Their names and addresses are belows:

PRESIDENT, Michasl WEBB, 1/74 Ainglie Ave, Reid 42970
or Phygiecs Library or Laboratories.
VICE PRESIDENT, Noruan STOKES, 12 Roberfs St, Macquarie
or Mt, Strowlo Obgervatory, 706511 (WH)
SECREDATY _ lan RATHE, 2 Berrxigan Cres, O'Connor 498839
TREASURER David MOORE, 21 Gawler Cres, Deakin T1578
EQUIPHMENT OFFICER Peter AITCHESON 493752 (WH)
COMMITTEE YEMBEHRS. David CHRISTIE PFederal Highway Sytton

David FENN Goruen House, Braddon,
Sue NIQHOLLS 17 Hobbs St O'Connor 42271
Ken PALMER 30 Earle 5t, Lynehan
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