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L:)::v. r sAFi-T-1

cver tlte last feld .rieeks safety id caves silir.liat oave

'" ac'-.ine very irrportalt to variaus rnet,tt,ers ,if tlte crub, atd to t re
c.lub as awho. e. Titere has i:ri er thrce acclde-tt3 during the Sastep
trip and, the ry'yanbene trip on IAih A,rr1.r.

I shall" outline these incidei-rts for th.se who ri/eren't
there.

. The first incident.was in trAf'S ilAT C.A,VI I{-5 t. at tiunrindal
in lthe Ruchan area. lA.i'3 lllT CrWll is a.ot arprcai,,rately 2bO ft
deepi involviitg a 3Ot aed a )O' pitch tr: a large rocli; j atnned. in
the fissur"e, th., n a 60' irixch t':, a LedJ.: anal a fr.ther jOr pj.tch,
John Fi-j.1,er as :,. Lh( ladde- iot i .. o thc d.- h. , I r r(
u/as di6lodged a'.ut -,O' aL.ov€ hi,. As ile was beitg l/elaycd rr-le

'fidi't ose hirn !'/hen thd i.',cli ralded ,t hls bash-hat" No-one
seemB to r'rotv t-t{: u the rocli: ,riae .iia-r-odged, brit thls i:lcr.deilt .1.es
o rl l.r. ' :es.-r - . I a'.i. a ... t--cui. .1 eL, a, t ,1:l i:.
s.t- l, rFt :Lt \ j i , -, d .ondition a t.i replaci tg it Er: taf l.ir-,avy
lr ashes. n.

'rh- . ^o.. ' id. , / - 'p-tc haci lloee rf a rii:ct Jn
th.j r";hr I e tarty. It -ccur;ud Ln tlrr€*{, C,/!V , -, -I d,tt bst fjuchao
\iy'e llsd passecl t!r- fir.st. j rnp ard ,!irre Jrel .r:r:linj;lrac". tlrr,. the
seco,l.1 suinp, Io reach t:r€, Fec. ,,.1 qt,'Lp e. rasy -- hl, :f io tr;ore
thaq I0' is recebeary. Johh Lrr;h-,,ras dt;jtrptt.r., rrj ctiilr t. a
ar:ie nasrjagc d|a)t 2t)' r.i i le a, i. A tt f 5' r _ ,onc of h:i.s

haid.h il.ds .Jave 1ray. ile te F-rd itriiist i ris F,tr ;_. Thls as
e-l^ugr t. st p hin _i"o,, daing anjr to:ae catvi,tj over the -yreekend.
1'tiar,t f!o,il the faqt thet 'te cau,l not d, arJr ror€ caving, tircresu.lts "f the accident lrere not serious.Ij1 they itad'.,e€ r,
-iettiog hlii out of the cave ,r1uj._t have r.ree 4 verry .liftlicrl t atdvcry )ainfu!, ven tltough ,ie crv: is ilct a vrjny diffic,.lt i jte.

Pefhe,$ the rcrst incident !rrs tile ane at r,/yanb.:ne,
rl.ildersons irr/arL us,,d t-, be a clr1.!1ly c i:,rb (2, ut ._O') tlt a: rail hcl( at the t. '). Tn,. 11.-1. r,as lr,etriee;t the tt.,f al].l a fe.r,rocl:s lcedgad i!l tlte fisEure. .l'r,,. r:f these lracks ara jtorr,, ,,_t thcraoor of the tas:jage atd we are very fort,]4ate rat Uarry lho asi6 not ther€ too" :: ar"y had juBt cLir:rbed the eclde r , li,ithotta eiaJ, a d ..yas :tL -q r.- b p oi rjr Ji!cn L(aoi rd . ai.s1 o.ef '!e a cks -, it f 1. j,bteJ a ^', -1 oLtL q-tb ,d tneladder before he had gorie i'. Siace the! severa:L ;f the older
merl-rers of the club harvs rr,,rinejt!d t_rat thrJr thouJilt that tttenock riiaanrt too safe. fei,n,e (ltys€li ructra.r,) ttf,l u3e .i it asa handhofaL or:r the last J-ift over the 1ed€e.
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-.:fr1at ,ian ri;e do t. i prove odr cave sa .i,ii.? !'irst, y,
every.: le iilust be ar.ar.i, a,d not jjst after s,.ret. li:rg r:18 happcaed
rt a--11 toe tiure, of the da'rler e cr.le.rt that is i,r'1€r'ent ii'l

caving" If a,lyore do,:e get hrrrt ite v',rJ' oil.. i.il t t' .jet tllern
)1rt nf t.he aavc . rd l:rrF.l t.r :,edica! care" 3o '. e a1qa"e tllat
caviig has its dad3, rs. In anJ/ ta.ri rl a aave, if y u lial/a any
cioubt ai,- rt yodr abiilty to inanag,, sonethinS, say so" And lf y u
ret st,Jck r,:ay to reiiain ca 1; illis is vc-y easy to say and not
so ca$y ti) do" gyr lptoi,!s arf fear) )artj-ru!ariy cl austic.phobia,
are ugja :y an j vident ln omentE of st.ess, If y'u donrt
pani c lrut thin'i ab. lt y. -r.rt : iove i/ou ,i,i j I br- abie to ge t
yorrscif 'rL1t, of ailJ/ situati.n. Its u . to the cth.16 in the ra,,ty
to st€.- .s e4d r(a.sur'.ng in t r se ':Lrr_- ',"

Perhaps tlre ;hougl-rts of tne A S i..rtrlti€e .n cave Bafet,y
,,r.u d lr: valua,1e. fhis r(;.de of Cavi Saf.-,t.ir rir'as dravtft u) at the
r lJolrne CorunitteL iiti:etins it1 T-ri,.

I. l\o one pergan to :,c caving a one.

2. T,,,'6 1o1" i,y lndepenclcnt f,'"lts of ig.itlnj t,r, br
carrie: by €ach,).^rson,

l,-t sLlital),e sar-cty he ,et to blo rrlcro undero-r{}l rd.

.. Suitabre e othlng and footlrcar to i c ,,ornr
(a one piece boilersuit is recorur.ndcd)

j. r)on't take undcrgro,tnal anlron€ ,,hors abl ity is efj:ected.y dr,.rgs.r iiquor.

5. Each caving trip to be under thc contror of a Tritjlead.er
fripleaders to be chosen becausc cf ni€/her ai!i:ity, te.!.,rarj1ent
and nl:c.sEaly'serBe of re6ponsa'.iility and dlsciDline to ensure
the Safety of the rafty anC lhc rr.,t-ctioll lf the cavern.

. 7. in"/ erson .]sc aoilg r d sc,n.i,- p iLeh -.ea-.l' t'"}an30'(thi-ty f.Lt) y lFans a calr e adaLer sll)rid b€ attached
t. a sai€ty line crntroi.ed'oy a :, olerly secured belay man" No
more l,rran one nan t, be ascending th6 .)irch at aoy one ti'rc.

8" S,Jita;,ie knoiis to be lsed [o attacil Eail ty t.i,!.s .
(i.,,. br.ri'in€, !nclr.or ) qO_!.._ Use at .reast one i:!aff ilitch .o tai.L
roi)€ of a bor -l ini "

9" Usr att€rnative lileans of co: rrlunicatlcn on titcrr.s "jh, r.eLl.raLoeo vorc. c n'e.r is di.C]]lcJ1t,.

10. Car. t. be taki.n irith safety ines to av.)id 'ratnage cn
s'!-.,. pFo cllions and curtrin tJ s o- nail. ,l oor us
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IT o 1oL Jse safety lines for aoseiling.

- -.,.-ucd a6 m-]'ch as rosEib e

I5r Saf;ty ines, abseiring roDe6, cable 1ad-d, rs and r0an wioch
roDes not to be used. for other than the lntended puq)oge"

I+, Dny gut and lnspect for .r'rear aual daruage ari safety Line6"
arrseil ing ropee, cab e adders and. nlao uinch r"opes used. on each
trip. Store, safety lines and absel ing fopes in a coc' dry rlace
out of dir. ct sun-ignt.

15. Care to be tak€n qith safety in s, flbsei.ling ropes, cable
ladderg and. iran rrioch roJes to enslr.. lthet th, y .1, not suffer
d.anage dur"ing traDsport froiir such things a6 chaliDg and contact

I,l. Use only &eta1 ropes on, ror{cred. ilan ,,iriiichr:s"

I7. Do noi uee a heLnet r,lountetl naked flame light rrhile
ascending or dcscendtl.1g a pj.tch.

f8. First aid kit to be taken on all trlps and kept at carnp.

19" In the eyent of all personG on a tlip bFlng dn!ie?groJ:1d.
leave some indication at canD as tc intended orograrme and
-\.)ected ti re of PetJrn.

20. Do not uncap carbide larrrp s ln ccifines.

?I" Avoid neserves suppl-l. s of car.bide becomi:lg d.amp.

22, Do not engage in horse pfay, rock thr.wing etc.

25. Do not atie'Dt to force sunpe arone or without proper
brcathing equi pmen l.
2t. 

^ 
diving pafty to conelst cf at .least fiv. (J) mc.nlers;

lead. diver, fo]low-up div€r, emergency diver, tel..iphonist, and
runqer.

25. liverE mu6t be attached to
sJ.phons and- near sy)hons 

"

a suiLable gdidc-l1ae i- a:l

26, Corlrunications muat be €stablished through all- sJ.phons by
the Iead d.iveI' and. inaintained. by an odtsj.de garty irhere considered
nece€sary by the irip leader.

27. In entering cave6 subject to f'.Lash flooCii]g s-oine means of
effr ctlve connunication v|lith th€ surface should be irade Eo that
varning can be giyen to the undergrodnd party of a weather
change 1lke|y to end.anger them.
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28. Internaf cor4bustion engines aot to be used '-rn i-erg.ound or
on the surface ,"hi're crhauEt fi.1-]es ar. likeiy to enter the cave.

29, Person€ uslng erp os].vee dnderg:ouod shou d be e-perj"enced
in tlle use of saine"

10. qadi. trans-nitting ..Iui ,nent sA J d not be LrsLC. 'rlril -. iring
or prepaleing erplosives for firing esoccialLyrvhen electric
detonators are to be use.l.

SL Do not use coppep io l4odifying carbide l-alps"

52" Do not con.tr"uct cab]e iadde?6 of ltaterials likely tc cause
c{ ltprlvsis (i". c..o n .ccPJles on st-el cab,es )

55" Care to be tak.n to avoid be corriing lost above ground 1vhen
vj.slting reraote cave. areaE( i.e. BendL'therar Nullab,jr, r{il4b€ri ey,
Ca ,oo a.l. , tasmani a )

Tlf,e Idi top

Sl,Vl,l Clr. ONG

. ctt€r to the !ditor,

DcrL Si r,

lrlith ref eri nce too th€ artic e 'rih atending the A..i i{. -1970''
rj'ritch areapecl in the .LarL issue.f this neqtslett'-r, f wish to
register 1"1. proiesi at iheinsultin, idsinuathions this articl.e
(ii ra ct€d at cne or: aur €ste(r. led tl{:i,lber5"

I have a:r'ays lound the gald gelltle lan to be e:{trc:i' rly
inteligant, haD,feo rL and in gLncra t., post'ss in abundence a
those .,tua lties that l,ral.e a rcel lnan and not guet a Brjlebox
oralel,

John Furlonl r ls a finlil

tjijned iilIo TINOUS.

!C, 'lhere st i l.1 s€ern6
ldoelctie is, ljut it has been
bell you thj.€' and a so hc

io b. so,,rc conrLrsion as to rJhc
suggtlsted that t 1J{i)liTlioJgr can

the Vice iJecrctary 1s"



TI15 CEO],OGY 0I TiiE TARiAiiGoBIT,Ly, CAVE il{., AliD

LOIfER JOUIiA]'IA CK. TIiiESTOII:S.
fr,. ara. oril y -c., L, o a i-e rio., elrerds ^onr jr.io,sl.
froln a little south of Caves liouse bo north of Yarrangobilly
viflage, a distance of about o+ niles. l.iuch of lt forms a
level plaieau, '!ub the Yairanilo-rilfy rli-..er has cut a deep gor€je
along its !{estern side. The line$tone 1s hi€jhly caveritous aitd
mlny eiieams drainir,. to !1.-e Yarra4gobll1y Rlver from lihe east
disapllear underground. T4e linestor.e rs tlenerally roassive alrd
rerrystallised. I4 tlre vrcinity of Yarrangobilfy vlllage the
frfoestone rs gently fofdeJ and .1boui I,50C li thick, (recent
napping by sludents on the 1970, lliR field carnp). At iie north-
ern end the lineslone degenerates ilto a series of nineralised
calc-silicate metaLnorphlc rocks. lieleracrpnlsm ts due tro the
lntrusion of the bogong granrte and a porphyry. There are aever-
a1 nlire shafts in the .qeneral area, The firoesllo4e is covereC in
s-veraf places by Te1 tlarJ ofivine basalt, one basaft ifou ('as
napped on top of the li-mesbone hill co[taini4g the ]llaln tourist
caves, this rasalt is at a mucli foter fevel than other basafts
in the area and presuinaLl)r resulted frool lhe lava flo\,/lng into
ihe tertiary val1ey of lhe Yarrangobilly Rlver. It nay prove
ol Lse ,r. latrcr bh. forn L.oJ. oI .r Lai' -d. s i- t e .,Lci.i 1,.
a-he lrinestone rs thou:,rt io coiti(ue at de!lh for several llilear
to the north of ihe vllla€le, eviderce for this is thai the calc-
silicaie skarn is cortrnued, also at CR96]A96 th-.re is a 20 ft
diameter, I0 ft deelr sinknofe. Ab Jounana Ponds, CR959881 nany
.hallor $i I ol .l (. ' "-ss on. oc Jr.
The Cave Ck, Lsi. is probabfy a coliinuation oi the Yarran;iobilly
llmestone" ihe lillesione 1s tne reDanent of a nass wiiic]r 1{as
originally 2l Lr:ileE 1cr1g i,eJor- LrtrN.roLorphrs,.. Ihe actrial fimc-
etone cccLrrs at GR9409I, and is about + nile long alid + nile
wiJe. (I'L,r ? descrrpilon of tliis area see tne t11! relori in
,ipeleograffiti, vo1.6 nc.8.), A snafl amouni of llrnestone
occurs at GR936943 or trLe southern slopes of Black Perry Lit.
The lor,rer: JoL]naoa Ck. 13i, outcrops oI eitirer side of Jounana Ck.
Three deposits are knotin ;hough oiherE ay -^x1st. The outcrop at
Git924904 is lhe larger, run4i4e. rcu,girly iis. aad about l nile
fo[g. The olher firnesio]ies have bee4 i:aela:torlhosed constderably.
Aff lr|e fi[.eslones are ol Silufip-n age a.d are massive.
Grid lleferences refer io the J.li.A. Cutdberland sheet f r0i1e
serles.
References; The Ceology of Ner,r South liafes, J.C.J.A, 1969"

, ^, . ,. tePL. 1. . J . C-o or, o. t1. ,aarra €-
olil1y area. Adamson, 19 5R.

Surlnary by (en Palrner.
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I{YAI,IBdIE SAG{ 
.

Any resenblence to neet pe.Ce, Iivin€ or de4o,
account is purely coincidentsf.

f pity those vho have never 3een
The glorious deprlE of Winbene.
Theie poor onFi can never Is)ow

l0rot it is that nskes people go
AgaiE sud ,l€laio into the worers,
A3 often ca not to ac+ is po"fers.

llt{a3 on A}li"ftr,re1fth, a holy Sundey,
That I\I'CC went there or so they sqy.
They cErried l!"ierd e.nd vondrous things
To iEvestigate the undergr.or!:d sprir€s,
I+'ld cbe[dcs.ls ard nany a balfooo,
The r-oof of Grbsrref with v,hich to festoon.

They orrived to find a party of scoutg
MappiEg csrefu-lly the ins snd outs
Of the first (the toultst) qurter
lryine to keep uut of the water.
Thlugh t}!is nob wsded the IWCC !s!ty,
Sonehow lnar€g:ine to keep hale ard heE: ty.

Before this tsle cloth go mrch flrtber,
A descriptlon of the gfoup is {orth a '
Ferd lines so that you nay reslise
fhe probleos before then ard sumise
AE to vhether such an s-ssel]bl€ge
A.ny scientific {ork could stege.

Uoyfle *dstle s€s the leeder
lookiEg sround a.e he fleed . '
LeC froEr en inguisitlve sta.lssnite
ltaldered e-LoDg vith s p6qk on his right
Itd ooe on his left shouLder -a 1;nath
lD,Cicating his Ledership a_nd strength,

No L. S1.u&rons ws-g nerct in chsrge,
Sta€ger"inA not beneath 9 ll-rgF
Bund1e containing botttes green €nd boLd
'lilrich eer.e labefled',Sorldlng Rblnegoldert.
AJss, no Llore, yuu dcohol venercLtots,
For these {ere to be theiT hydrogen generator€.

ry:t_ calre Eq90 l{ith bis qFnts,s air bag,
StiU. cs,lryisg.its tnestinatlon $rdneyi tsg.
Some would have it he was hairJ i
others klew hitr onfy as roerry.
He ves there lrith photoETsphics
go record for others theit bakdy anr.cs.

io the followlrg



Gro6 ilsen i,r'le his riEht hDnd an,
ReslleEdent j.n his all-rvhite tan,
verses su!€ though orJ.y hel"f,
If:re aure to rai.6e fron crog a 1augh.
Ile NBs to uee hiriself a,9 ru.1e,
Later to cor43re vith K8lrbah Pool.

Fill.y Co.rther- lr.ls the nrir ,LivF.r,
He looked in nee{l of a liquid revivet,

6ursin6- the waten in bis boot.
He obsew€d the cave with consternation,
l,futtering: r\lbetever halpene{:l to consewation?rl

Afon€i the line to ?hor,tas 3asy,
lihen behind he rould not tsrry,
Lest in th. dark he be lEft 5.1or1er
I(nol.rin€ not which ,,ray lres hone.
1{e wrs heeded for Arderson's lral1,
T'Fre to indLce c rock to '11f .

Jon Underg:cowth wa6 a.Iso there,
llith bis liremendous ne|ne of haj.r.
His orange trog suit wa,s flil of holes
,{nd foi what was he ca!?ying those fumy loles?
He vas heeded for the fenous O]nberrel,
There sone yatCs of cotton to ur:rravel.

JLes Grrtsy wls lasr bu+ nol .Leesr,
He wea caIfyin€ s taEty fe.€t,
qoy. tlou€h he ra,e last of the L-roup,
He had in his bs: the unjraCe soup,
Ee was heade,l for trlrustration LEke
Use of his expensive €ear] theie tcJ nake,

Follox.t n€ doE. a .uch- tr ye-L-L. d patl ,-hesc eirht r(r..p on lcst Clccprtr. 'i Oa+n,
Thence pist the cha:rber kxolrn as Helictite'lrhere one rieirber paused to fix hie li8ht iUntiL at LEst they cane to that. }letl-l<no.irn plaie
l4,here esch nust crawl upon his face,-

A.l.onf.: the da.nk snd hrnjid cou?se
They crept, driven by an unklor^ar fofce
?o rerd their clothes and bruise their koees
As they did in Aitchescn's Squeeze,
Srte"l-:q ln( cursin . ,t f.rse cl!,!rsy sofr ! reks
Vtnrcl' solrc forFol to ret0ove fro* l,neir b^c!g.

Then rtis said the g3ou! di.l spl_it
rDto ttro gFor.rps, each to do their bit:
one to bathe in Frustration Leke
And the other slth baffoon5 to take



To ftnbarrel, there to shed sorce Ij-€ht
0n the question of thst avelrls height. '

To Gl.ribar'€I went tnc "ollo ing fow:
No L.,Equorcrog alrd Jon -no irore.
They llayeo u_ith bs.lloons srd bltE of strini
Ert found out not a sln€fe thing
Bcept that it is tl.lu hundred feet high
At least-al1 that t!,o ba-lloons uou.ld s1ff.

AlrhuuLh tley dil .r-r sccoEplish Luch,
The problen fs,sci.nated then such
Tllet a.ll Lhere voweLl to rerurn aCEin
Wth a nodified source of l\ydro€pn,
Four hours spe4t in that foEpJ cheEber,
ttley headed for the lske a,s one nenbet.

BacJ< aL Lhe lake in LLtweentine
The divin€ snd nalping Ln the rl€antine. :

Had begr-p,-1,!oq1s ald Fil1y fiere takiDg their dip
-Very kecL they ne.Llea no l{hip,
RolLiug off the airbe(1s il1to the d.lIk,
The colal themsefves 14) did perk

They uere fofloweJ in oy lon s-nC Curtsy
llho wse heerd t6 saylrqhd.slap-ter lurltsee
Heal -but that is enuqh,
I can take it, I arn tough".
trlorris clle-need out c{ nis wet sldt
To €lreed lne others in nu".ly Lroi suit.

They srrived to hear the fesxsor,rc story
0f hov Thone,s Sa3ry nearly cal]e t! gory
Elld nhile clinbir€ up bdersonls ttal.I
llhere sn x ton rocl< decided to faIL.
After an incident eE this 1,{as (fiejry)
A1I there pledeE.] to be nore oarfr.

rfwa.s alecided then i.t mrst be lunctl-tiBe
Not havj.ng eaten sioce seven o t clocJa launclLtine.
Ton then FAna€Ec to fool €
Cold l,lorris into fendin€. lds rrler
To be placed intu rl^e rarky gIqop,
W[ch hopc t].1 stirrinF DiFhr tulll into soup.

SaCly, though, the rulqr $a,s l)lastic
And e:Lthougb these things are qui*e elo,sti'e, ,

llhen llac€d in hot aten teld
,ArounC arrl up theEEelves t6 beDd.
ldhen Morris got the poor thine. bac.h
Straightuess l,le,s its otr.ty lach.

then espied the rater
t$:ice cf Nj.fe alxl dauAhter,

1{o L.
M'



Seize.l r. lilc in his harrl
ELev tlErei r until e4)end
.tt rLu.l,J no i!. rc.Gtoth hc:rr .Jw the fun,
I wlll shc,u hor divi.ngts donen.

He csrefblly line.1 the 1i]o up
And luttin€ aown hiB sLupy crup,
He I,!h -$ Iar..erjn c1( H.t.r,
Just uhere that fat cId lilo ou€hte{
HaYe heel1-
But '*ir€s ncwhere to be seen.

r'!s he c Ee up r. b surf c, ,
The others ruueC srcunl tdth lilrLlr all
Hjs vcicc $i],i, ch\ I rn u,s 1-1 €jo.
''lhe _ t]jq- h.ls expl(de .
Tl-e .I 1i1- d spfit its si res
AnC lost nost of its €rrts besides.

Theo 'lw.rs ],jrE ru hea: fua r.. e,
3ut tpi4l. out sone rli.1 ro:n]
ibound the batto,r of Rockf.l_l Clr3nber
trocking far a sand-bottcDed chsnber.
3y seexcbjng carefidly around Djld aruunl
The entrsnce thereto raLs frJlrnd,

There fc.lloueC a qulck exploratic,n
Uith dlf th.re Li& in drti.ipati.ir
0f n€vr df !/on ruus !t eets
tr'cllolring up their earller feats.
The chaBber thou€h wss nat very l5r.de,
Being nct Dn]ch l8:rt€r thnn a double f.aaa.ite.

They lres"lei then for the entrance 1irjht
But 1{hen they got there 'tr,ras s.1re3Cy nia.ht,
Il_vila_ thus spFnt thei lcy ia fun,
d.l said:r'I'1] be bachr' es one
-'"te uil] be b.lcd no wc l'?ve seer-
'-he L-Loriors Ceptns -f vt/"urb.ne.

Sune po-r pecplc ccn never know
l0rat it ls thst iiakes sone go
.A€ain cna t\ir int. 'he vnLers
l,esvin€'their r{or1:l a-nd dry hoL:re quarters,
I pity LlLse $r, hsve ncver s.en
The E_l!.rious deltb.s of 16.;_nbene.

JOEIii FIIRIOifffi,

Speleonon]: entering lr6.enbene:,'Is this just the begininej cf enother
dirty habit? !



!IAN!q'r!__gaIE-

IIAIRICi Ii. litll. - Ii,U.C.C.

I'i,U.c.C, has afrrays geened to hesd for this, toLiay vorJ'pop1tlar ,cave
for enjo]'nent to fullest, because throur:.h it:i 1.rrtt, ther. mult be Dore
cr.a--cnJ s al,o noT _cra-!^r5 trel1 ""e folnc in "0,o" Loe otl-r cbv's "reou.nt-a
bJ ' spcliosr .

'alj.aribere wag irhc first cavc to lrhich I {'3s tp.kelr FbLrrr .l first juinFd
tlle Clnb anal it is perhais for tilis reasca tirat f ha"e tr.ken .r grnat intjrest
iL it, trLoln.,r tvlth thr inbror',Lr idea that I'!".U.C,C. !1ayed a najor pnit i]l

uncovering its scc!.ets.
The lirst rr:fercnctr to rrhlch I Eer4c rrcntion 1r: u r.port entcred by

0. fric-k;tt .Jr tirc 31st Jr1t, 18-J to thp Dc!.rrti-$il of ltin^s ll.S.W, in llrhictl

" :r, I rI, \r t,. onor Lo l.tn. t-- L fo] -o,ir-. re o:1- or. I .J.]n, . n. ar.v ,
It is r'eeciied 14. tr.Lvelfin. onc.r th:- trFin roid r-roD llEjor's Creek to

Snow:.1., .o-tc r.LJ, "o_, Lirr,a. c,v.' 17 llil. , soIr \...-t in i. e- na . LrgJ
tlack then 1,)fids 'rcstcily acrdss the Shoe.1b"';r:n Fjver anrl tho lbpnbenc Cr"'.k
arid fo.Llo''rs the southrrll banX of ],.at croeL to th. srli]c'!ior.'r:i of Mr. J. r,yatt.

Ibor thencc t?rrr traci. ]]|ns southrrl/ up e triL.ut;r1 of ti]c Ti-.itrcne Cr..k to the
foot of thri r'arrge ix l','hich thc cavc is situetcd, 4-: nilei fron thc n:..iu rorll
end 22 lri1es froE llkrjors CrecL.

The .-ntr€i.: to tl'; cav,. is ..rcut 5'l i-a..t ut tLtr rorthrlrrr E1op,.. cf tht
r.Lnga, about U,600fDDt riboye sc,:r. L,)vof ani SCCfe.t be1olr the top of the rang.,
rbicn is t!.,rkcd Iy th,r Trigoro4etri.cnl St:.tion.

trYoll t,he Itrarca ii shorlr iron hdd.r lea.is dolm t.' tii subtrrrr.n,i.n

TiTiE raatr)r''r.'-v forns tlle floor of tle cave for eone 5C0 feet in .r soutl
-sollr- "l -lJ li-.ct:or. T 'o!:'L l.n-t: .f 1r.. , 1i. frr 'r' .xr .or i.,
€!..proxinateLyr 400 feet.

'Afthough r1Dnr th,r cntrarrcc i,hn !..ssngr is v.ry ,[0L, t]]e cr.ve is g,;n,.rr:[1y
r,ersy to tr..vel . ihfough.

ChalrDers occul .rt j.nt,,-rv-ls u.dch colltrin /:Ii-rs1"on' q:'oltth in th.: fo|n
ol dra reri'rs, ci:sc|ldns aad cano?i'rs, r,dch r]]c !oDci;b.t -,i tr'qctivD. Thes,r for]rl
-ations are LoEtly of fl .iark broiJrr cofoxr:, but .jTe her"e ,-md thrre of light2r
tint, and occrsionally 6ir€"rk1D liit| celirite ciystals.
Tlr() Lrrnllr,l charbers e,l1r boAutlfdl, fnd ri8e to L hDiuilt oll bctrern 5C e.n4 40
f,)et. TfreJ' contf in scvelf..Lrlsh:,r-L:rrr, onr of rvhich iF :rbodt :Ll fert tonL !nl-r :
fDct daer, lvro col,jrms occur i-:nong e s.ries of 'tnber-tj.ntd 

I'dreteric!'r. o:rc
afcovc is rnf.r'|cd by !t neautiful whit. cirJst.flin( tr,rt.rfr]ltr, itcrreccd at its
up,)r cnd urd surlcolmted lry r'shal'1ri an.] otL-f forrili tions. ]'lidw;J ilr th') ceve,
in 1r. -p. r cr rb, r, ri u..D.)-u4r IL. r'-. . ..il: ' 'ur' 1 .o.9 ' sr'-LI
op')!ling, rELinf . r,olsr th.r.t crn bo nec-rC for . forrg digtLlrcL' |l,,ve,y. This n:iy
indicete the irxiFt.nce of ch:nlrers not yet crirforD.l.

Th.r crvr) at one tine con+air!.rl for.: s ui-t1r1,s,r.r.nt .hite forniLtions.
ThesD htrvo.11 bcen lyokrn off. ThD rcautifuf "sh.1,rfsri, ubic\ ere unusuF.l-ftr longt
arn ainost r.1l nutil.teC, anri f s r./osn thi onft thirg ilrrt l}s se.v,)C the clvc
tlot. entire dcstruction is the dari. ti11t of rqost oi thD fornations.

iiot riithst.(iiig rhe r,utif4tiolr rihich l,rrs t{:knn pl:rce, th.r crvr cont.jns
L rffi i,.nl 1... r, ir .o.^o. ir <^,r.^ ^f , i..'.rr,. 1^ ^., I r. r^

ii r.ry nrl r- ;u il'i.i ntl ' ,ttrtct.ive to reo',i:. vi sj.+.ofs iroi r ,ri.str4cc for tbe
t"oublc of triivellil: to it.



Ior the pror;ec_uicn of the cax-e arr ilon ga i:-e h:s b€en,placed at the
entrancer and fo! the conYenience of vislilorC three ircn l_adders have beer1

"r""ita ie suitable pc€iir1cns, and a litt1e exc4vatio4 I'as beerl nade in tbe
narlorr Dasgaqe. rrea|i.,be entralce. These implrovements '^€re conpleterl on the

th d1y, 1899, a'a a cae+" at t21 ,I2 "7 ior labonr a]1d naterials."

F:rc - -6 a bL,''h _-o:_ g h oo i io,l o'l e Uvs lbe e -'av'a_d.of otfer
ca!e. in r1e "-'' . ' " ry: - ' l1 e C1' r. _' C"rc'.-ch'B'.1d:Lhera-Csvegt-and
.6- eit f.-- trii ..', r'r i , :*" r'ng Fe?fuf6. T_ s abouL 2-2 ch':'rs fo4gt
i--"noiil "1a", ar.c1 280 ieeb ci:ep^ It occrrs in hori zonially-bedded. sa nilstone '
The sidcs of the hci-e ere perpelriiculart and it is difiicult' to reBfise what

has becone of the .lla'ieiial- rihich coce fiued i-t'
I have r &c.r

O. TR]CMJTT,N

E1_€n then in i899 vandals had been at lrork removing formation and destroying
lihat iusli hare becil once very pretty' ltis interesting to- not'e. that Tfickett
makes rneirtio:r rrf a _hofe tUcigi lrirlch air occssionally rushee which ntay indicate
the exigtence of chanbor3 no; ye ir ixplor d; vhat a feeLingt st'ndlng at that tlme

onl-.r troot flom the ettrance irl a c,rYe later to be exte[ded to almost 3000r and

inciuc:iing po;si-b.!."v the hig-ileet avon in Au.jtralia^

. O-rer ,!ite 1as1 few !.o4ths i.re ha.re nade many trips to Llyanbeenr observing,
exD-Lol I nC rrl b..-.. - d- r"nilicr 's -o.,"oI: '/il -1 i rr],usrrl c€/e. Ite
:;:1":ri; i.:ni--" - i o: ..."i ,, e P-;t s,-orerd. Johr Bru-r: Ioel jdll'
J;, rio*i.. .- ,l-^- -o so-' i-n u-I "nd -vsel" se! oul'
,Je lrrr,r- !-t . . "ur'.'- - o ii d h' | '" r'rr Sp'1'o" rler' 'rilh I'e'r
usu;1 ar:aEderirent ci ? i:lndrover's and ? nenhers together with a contir4ent of
;;;;";;i;;i"; L'ouic hi';r nad: Ba'lcn Powell iump to attention' The Il1a1^tarra

gil,lp """" aoi"g o g..i j.b in br:sL:ins in ih-a'e Scouts to 
-caving 

in the right
iay ar.C in lacL |he oni:'l,'atr nsrelr' first ''nd fore osir ijpeleology'

Our p1e' i.r the clay beiag to lrrjr and Ineasure.Gun Barrells beighti anC to
attemot I iirDerl'lciP'l aLive of the i:Le 'o sun !p its potestial, l"rc dividecl into
l;" ;;;"rr, ili.t t, tt.-na on-' hro'rgh the Gun tsiryel rnd r'vse1f the oiher' to ]'he

Lake.

l,.lylrrbcrc is formea in a relaiil/ef,' sioalf pocket of Limesl']oner.upper Silu-rian

in age" ancl as i. ncte.i gieatiy ln tl: snrean ?assage-, relabively highly
io""ifiro"o.t", anc a:: ii L;e ;ai3 ldth lineetones oi this ttpe' it is er'4renely
weff joi:rtea a'. rightangles illth t-le nost plo$inent -ioints 

nmoing N-s' In Eeveral

ofacei bhroughout iLe ca"e large Jcirts r'fir,irg pareliel to each other or
ii"pi"e r; il*ta" ti'" t:p iravi ciusctl hdEh locks to hsve collapsed in' leaving
hr!" Znotlers such as that coirnr Lsing Cresrrs-rnd Fo'k lall' 

^In 
fsct in alnost

eveiy par'c of the cane one iE rendndc'l oi ihe fissure nrture of thiE cave'

Entering the nr roal- lvay 1-ry nerns 'f ' p:ss:ge '1ow literrl1y nn obstacle
ccurse lrith Scouts, pieces of it.it,g, Precarious cnndles, rnd cheery facest \'re

reached Btol"'ho1e through lilioh o ;t'ong out-flor ing breeze r"'s blor'ring, ue all
olsa.d ouj^!1/ Ll--'_h : o'-l o./-r -f oli_r s oei mo /e'r on long Lhe stre_n
;.;;;;"1'"t;;'"". i ".', -'.'o . o'e'Pi ' L '' "1 leel as it has been



To lhe stre-r p.ssedc oneo ng"t-, t1til
snal1 solution hole prsging fuo$ the strean
the fissure are now ccvered tincl in frct l,his-r.sr-s, ,rlL\ loc r'ooLh c-ysr-1" ot c l.iL-,
sccurateness for detril rnd purity.

To the right at thls point lies tlie aven arelr; an afea consisting oi veriiical
fissures ctlogsing rnii culting each other into hslves etc. These original
fissure cracks, phleaiic in 4aiur,e i,rere then dissolved nr.ader until once rgain
ffuvi:1 processes could .ci, scoutlng lnd scolloping the r.,alfs and showing areas
of box trork, .rrrgonite I'rc cturing precipitetion, the c.rystal grc1"'lh of hich is
lndicative of a phreotic or.igin. Large clocks of this c!'ystallised ?r,acture Dleneerrgolit- L s oosL fl-d. fr"e sid, s or it.-'l or' .r.se €,/. rs we"e co-r'd Li Lh rud
and c1ay, extrenely fine grnined in naturc and of .,r ?oosistency not l,elconed to
the proitrate position one rnust .sBwte for movenent ia these aieos,

,'lany of the aveils are vel1 over 2O0r high, howevere no accu"rt.^ rousurerents
have been carr.ied ont in this region. Joral forn:tioq is conmon of the ua1l
folrration elso iadicating a phreatic past.

T,erviog thc,rvens.nd,orssing quickfy or through a definite strean passage
of dincnsions considerl;ly longer thnri toCa;'s pygs..1 strear,, you cone ti
Aitchescns squeeze hich being only 9rr hlgh, ofterr causes siehing etc. fron
un-christened cavers brli once through he.re the fossil str,.am passage is again
resr-1]ned untif after Dessing through a lhfther small right pissaqe, one
energes in a tunnel vhich ccnnccts f.iitb icckfall lirst discovered by odof
llarchant and li6ytll (i4g (lotn of it,U,C..j.; in I'larch, 1965,

-o the r"g' ll-or Lh'" posi-io- on . n c.ler ,n b.:c-J,.n.,/'' of
iarnease propo-r'lions irnd e report by iloel Crll L'iU be iniluded at a fater date,
4eedless to say ho!rcver, this aven is a hlghly spcctacular feature of benbene.

A direct fisEufe link is rvailable to lockf:l1l from Gu\ Baffel cad lronRockfrll-to .;!es:rs ie onl,v . short squ,oeze and p:rs€e€!e, a route found in j,tarch
1q67 by uavid Nicholls and Lrhich nekes the pfecrrious clijtb ove|the roof not
necessary. aaesars Ha1l is ar enormouF 

""ve|n ov.r 150' hirh "rd ?OOr io l€ngthuith the trer[endoui eno@ts oi rubble on i'!s floor, l|rge blocks presunab]y i
9s -1r "+a.t^'-d. -..ii1d ,1 1 ;n 1. vi ; - h b.,- "s su,- ^.., r'_ jcl.-g i,
frorn Hockfa11.

]'!ean hile beneath tlis nassive debris piio the inr1l ctrc.""r passege.Lri4ds
u!ti1 at the very base o,f Rockfrll ch,r$bef, a series of lllowston. pooli are forrned,
the first sir'lce enterinC the cave flo|e th:n 1700! of passege.

At the base of jaesars javer:} the stre:ri
hol,Ever its base ie severll feet bene:rth the
flou 2-3 feet of bhick finely sorted flud lrith
beirrnieen no-,,r and ihe end of the cavc.

Jllcite anil arragonite crystefs elutter the roof in ? distent display rftichill ' or' xr' -1.t'o LFr- o_ si | .. uo.ll -o'- d61 gh. 'o p I o .i "

ninerslogist a1ike. Ilo\,iever it is p.robably because Of their inac"essibifity
that they renain i4 thcir prese4t condition.

you leach Aitehesons by-pass, a
up an{l i4to the fissure, the ua1ls of
is 90 lor l:he rest of the Lray to
ettrerely beautifUl in thej,r rituie

p3ssBge is e valkoble height passage
stxeam ffow and beneath the streanr
i,.hich one b-.comes so f:ailier



since I c111 renenber; it does renein, f believe, ' t e fail:ly constir.,t fevelr-
aad hrt ifucturtions Llo occur:! I befieve to be due note to the L/ater f]]on the
avol1ls area rather thao fron tbe Lrke, .rs the Laka hes r},"r1's been rt the gane

level uhenel.er tto have observed it (uniler e lrriel,i.' of ccnditionsr n:rnely cfter
niny periods eic,). :'he stream seens to stly 1t c l1irly ro,lstant 43-1+7 F

degrees and the tenperature of t1re cTve itself betlreen 5J-5? I degrees end

a1r^'ays a ligh humidity of abo,:\ 9dn. PresiaC l1ong this wrtercourse' i'o is a

good chance to obsev.ri the gravels i]] the bed which 6re very well rorlnCed and

ir'rlr the vhole section here is under fluvial attsck, en assumption obviorls
with: the scolfopped F:11s Dnd pit mirks an.1 the r're11 rou4ded rocks ld1ich olthougb
brgely liarestone, there :rle many conposed of saadstoner I layer oi fiich exists
overfying the limestone nanX luldreds of feet lbovcr in n:rny clses.

The strear,l is shordng ! ch:rracteristic neeldcring prttern wherebJ' i+ iE
*--rr ^r +La r.,.11<. ,r1so to be notecl ls the velocity 'lith \"ftich it is

flotring, suf,sequently io precipitltion :rnd tlereforc foi"rn-_ti'r1 of rinstone pools
oclrrJrs ior nruch of i'us courBei lfter Ceesrrrs ln f:rct, 'he poiot 1'her'-^ the streanr
lron Gun B.I.rel joi4s ii, :rcther ffcto.. 'iro inffuence ny earfier strteinert.

One soon recches al.op1tr:is 3tthr _oeiq r beautifuf group.f rimstone
pools :bout /+ot above 'uhe itrcan 1eve1, filfcd i'o rbout 2t ln depth witL-crystaf
llear wnter :rnd rlngec by shrlr1s displ:yi4g I "!-vri.rd oi rs yet disfigured colourg,
_ iAli tJri' s no c;_-- ll:.s o,rs d LroLr,s.

Behird CleoDetrar € Brth is a smrfl Grotto berring o'}ce tgfin Bone nxgnificent
hclictites sone up to 5" cr 6" in Le]lgth :rnd contortell in 111 jrlrnners of
transparent f igurines.

Cn pcst Jlcopetrars !.rth yc,r p:rss through a series of opcnings bcnel+"h

cenopies ol flor,rs_tone, glittering rrci sparkfinSr lorninq -structureI rriazi5g to
any ime spcleo tnd belnC n.r.re.1 onft th. renind:r of r thoughiless
inaiviaurt, :r solitefy footprint or hrncprlnt ' '-he stre'm continurffy runs in
the lor^rcr] corner of r hrge fissure flo'rg l{hich you mey lrcllr on tle CcbriF
lql1en lron the sh'.tters :lread.y nentioaorlr _brhich c')used their fornation. Uitil
fin!11r,.. lou h.ve ta fece tbe inevitable -- the uet stretch, jr'rpror{' 2ocl of
crattli;g -in'.he 

43"I wrter. Fovevetr nuch intefest lies llso in this pirsssge'
Once agiin the stten$ floor i-9 scollopecl ::nd in pl:rces lolishe'j srrcoth, to
reveal ibe L,onder:fu1 rrrar- o! fossil shells, nolfuscs, rfso crinoiC stelrs of
sizes uel1 torth obserti:lg. Thc strean h1d ilrsclf shol,m seve.ral diff:rent p'st
levels, 3 fossil fevefs aie evident :rnd it 1n1s suggested th?" these n'y coirlcide
with Ciffercrt 1eve1s ia lrustr.1tic4 LfL., r,'orre c.ffelniiorl itd netsufenelts :re
horever needed.

Part r.n)' elonE this cratdvry, . c'1r'r1 or on'e g_in t'1e fissuret nair be

entered on ihe rigtt-b:.rna side, This chrnberr criled HEfictite, 1I3s eo o:neC
lDr ifs magnificeni shor ot vhat nust te cvcr ' tho'.tE':1d squurc feet of hefictites
iu-uting out fron tire wall, .ven a corplete irOgI-ris strj-ir e{isted 9-L0 " in
ilrmetJrund possiblJ' 2i' high so brc:tth-t'rkilg fre tbese hefictites that rn.'ny

people '.rantilg to kecp ihis foncl lienory broLe ofl a specimen so they nrry lfi'€ys
'ha* a iror,renti of flnding 1tm1; beautiful -jll uniquc fonn'tion. lhig ehanber
is notr just rnother ch:.r,6er tith h..l:,lriites. Il.e -:lrrse -for the pheaoncnal
gror,.tl, :f \eliclLtes j,n- ly-rbeen nust 'oe the extreliely high hu,nidity fector
.nd constrrt 53' - 57- | t'.!t,l.p.
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Leaving laesrrF tc its i0:je-qiic silenre, exi'! is fi.rrle ria a rrrall chute waj,:
dol,rll into Dicrrhoer Pot, a,rcil.,^r of these 25-30r ,,Edcs in L|.igb deep, fine nud.*co-r i ooi-t'o '.lrl, ooe.-ss: . .1.: v I r' ., 'o - s" .1g o s.r. og
of c1ir,1bs up :rn.l dc n 20r - 40r ijitchcs, Tb:se snafl climbs etc. arc E result
of foekfall brrifd up _,dthin the fissure, Tle strelr ftows at the blse of ihis
b-r- t ruoor . f'. L .h'o olir .. . - i. r' ,:c ly - g .L ..d (,r'"
a 1it'Lle experienced srii11, p fticul.rlt ]h:Lnber Pct itri,rl as situetad such tbat
en ellor oi flnw in /ou.r . Dseiling :4C I use th]: t,.fr loos-.fy, +e(rhnigue end yorl
ffud yourself up to ;iour chcst i! ...r:tei Fnd up +.o ycur: ,vour? Four? bina uith nrld
and extractioa 1F diflicult rnd uFx_Ilt errbarfrEsi'19 fo|the fe:de]r.

The iirst tuD clirbs ceilg behin.l, you nor,r reach AnCea:rons '!f1, a largc
aree of rubble and rcck, in lhe lissrfre to i hei:ht ol 25-3A\ , the fissure Ft this
pf.Lce b,.14g L,-5\ 1,Lde, the chirnnef rras eEEX.-nd lrior to the hEt, tr'ip the only
diificulty wag ia negoii,:rti4g the sna11 ho1e, uell, kncr,rn tc those r.rho have done
iroi alf ye lrho hjrve, pnobfbl)' tock !r good firm haod hold cn tle large rock LEdged
i[ the hole, 6r lcng :nd .bout ]r in di' o.ter lnd lroosteal your-^el f through the
holei vel1, noi, the rock n.ry be used to sta.:d cn:od look up rt t.4lel:e ib lJas,
a]]d il careful cxar.inrtion of tha rock is rade one night find the finger-prints
of the last person to use Llis rock as,r hrndholC. ll,i: crnrt heLp bub dri1''e hone
the poirt abcut cave sariety, here :r r:cck nany ira1,e used, i knou I h2ve, as a
support, rnd ,.€ elr0ost beca e tco surel Lui,.Lily 'r nd I Dean luckily, no-o4e rr9s
injurr:d. lier,enberl iver afertr never centai'! about aeythingl

Descendirg the cpposite elrd of {ndergonrs rall to the creek once agEin, one
noti.cs i Lnedi.tEl7 thtr tl,ick o.ti:rg oi r'ru.l on the r,r31ls end .rlso th:t the
fissune is very Dari'or{, 10-f2 feet uith ihc streaii flor+ing along lts prth only
two feet n'rde r4d liker".lse heieht, ii \{cufd not irke nu -i to bfock it up. I
will teler tc this poiat 1abei,

lron this positiol on, the lissu.c ilebris 1- ,.gotirt.d cver I seriee of
blocks etc. ccnstn:rtfy dropFint to stirear fevel. Tli-^n finaLly through s hole:r bh. d.b-.. rI\.o.(r1 .. o-s-j.ooLr-ron - .i-sur. i ".ie lt)
packed rock rnd fubbll] fe.viig onljr this s[aff /+r.4 foot hole at its base as uell
3 r\ '.'' \: oo' o a) -o I .. . .1o9. d, g. 1. . .i1y

d3nr,ned.

llfter this ! smrfl. climb up r solid rock b?nk, co./ercd in nud ard:bout
10 fcet high, and /ourre at i'.mstrEtion l,rke, 800 fcct heaesth tle hill alld the
deep tranquif w€ters shori4g 4c mo'r.rent or evidence the.reof.

Tr{o striking feltujrcs rre noticed at this poinL on lhe ceilirg or close to
ii on ihe u..11, :rr-6 an a4azing groulh ot c.rystrls, thcr:e being sitllrted 251 €bove
ih-- preseat 1evel of tha Lake. The cryst:ils aie quite old nnd grcl"'ih is nct
ective- in frci rost aDpe.jr to be deconpoeing slitrhtl)' rnd on doing so thef tel-l

J\er '.rc / or clt sr--s o -r. Sr J-i. i, ' g 1 ,,- o r c plL:
rnany jlinor on:s, rbout 2r below this 1evef. :fhe irajor clusters cofprise large
4unbefs of 1ong, branchinq, s'!.rsi:bt pciatilf, rn11.r l"shion cr.ve],3fs, being
snou i'hi'!e ir appe:rfince and glist.ninE wnen light sbin-c r'r then, bhs longest
ere up to f in length.



Oi close)r examilbtion o! picces fou"n o1'f, ;lr' :lrgleto"r of thi CeolcqJ'

Dep,t. A,\.1r, a^d myEelf verifi;d ihet th''.re ere eragonite' that is Jaio? and

folmioe in the tvr,ical orthcrhonbic nystem :s grcupn of aciculor, radisti$g
columnir' cryst:lc. ThFse crysral clusters i'1r lias estimsted would take up to
roughl-y 30 - 50 y"n"" to grow ih water solution. lilor'r, since it is unlikely
that thrse formcd by a4y nea'Is other Lh.n irt .lhe lrhe filfecl 25 f_'et rbove its
Dresent feve1. I assume'tbat the Lake cnce conplctely llllcd thiF ere! and to
do so it rnust'have beea blocked .t eithef ol the two pl:rces I rentioned e:rlier
and reuainerl stetic at tb.-t 1evel fcr sor'e tine, Enaiieient to enlble these
crystrls to gro1,,. 4nother series cf cr:ystal.s is seen 5r above thc pr'^selt ater
leve1 and 2t above it. The 5' and 21 roincidiog r,'ith tLto rxd terraces buift up

as 01"L!'orn 't L!,'. 'o r or,h) o. h -r'. 'o1q6crl rra. ' rge e t oI s'Lo
.i-o-f:,. t rrlces riso .r.'s b "o .i l\'- I:k? ("e^ .'o ".'J) slovi -g 1 'r1 6

di f?erent te'rrace levels of the Lake hich ne-:rt that at one +'lr'e in'ohe past
the Lake i'las much 1or"€r than it is now a'ld th'rt it h:s.lso been nuch higher than
j-t is now.

A possible secue4cy to its bl$tory is as follor.,s :- !f" L,k" 
"tt^tbe'extenCei possibly as a streEil floviag i|r the base cf-the fissure right iro

Andersont,s 'Ja11, dext a collapse cf rateri:l occu.rled here or rloser at the
2rd position suggested, blocking the -dholc stIArr^:nd fillinq. tbe iissrre'
The strean contiiues to flou past ,aes3rs as Gun ts:r'ref ?aJ the tre^s contilrue
to suoDfv 1,he stlean there. ilcr".:ver, ne t the '"rater buifds up'until it fqrjs the
level';t which the highest crystsls -erov' it stays at this 1e"7ef pefheps.30-50 years
finding its r.ray through the lrlrbl" until sudde n1y it corlpletes a route thrcugh at
which itue the" lake diope l,o the leIrel lOt abovc p!'esent: here it renrained
again allorning a 2nrl fot of cryst:.ls to grolr: i}]e se :rre sl|.a1]_ef in sizet perheps

oil-y f5 - 20 years u]ltil once again it firds i's 1'2y. free thrrugh the st'rear
pr"""age us"d io-day, uhen it droos to the level 3'-rDove present snd the 3rd lot
'of crlstals, sre1}" now and only 10-15 years, l'hen it dtoppeLl to th'! level belou
now. "1}e final three ter.races are less e:rsy ic expl?in on evidence found so fart
hor€ve!. Derhaos the levels droppad due to 2nother outlet, then this outlei' vas
fiued oo'th. t"Lh Lrke rgBin roie to 1ts outlet seen toclny at 

"rhich 
it has been

static for soire tine arld doesntt appesr tc vrl'y lrith rainfall.

i1 cn(1 I changed ir]to L€tsuits and togeth.r r'tith llippers rnrl gogglgs and

1i1cs for guDoort. r.tent to the Lakets end - 1,€ belayed each other L&ich enabfed

us both to gii an iCea of tlle i.,.'ire pqst this poiit'

Since our lighis peneirated .ppror. '0t - lrOt rrc :annot sey much nore thrrn

the Leke chanber p"ss"i ioto .nother ch.lber ithiirb ue hnve caUed 'lpril chambert
the rocf of _'&icb shovs gome nassive for'ration tnd is gitutted onfy aoproxr

4'r beneath Uater l-erei. The Lake itsel'l goes doL'n and outltards (sea -:5p 2l rnd

ihere is a good Drobibility th.t tlis chaml^er gces; ho'"'ever, it is '1eer 
th'rt

ful1 scuba gear is neecled.

Follol.Iing this llrcezi1., braiis nronkey siuni,r measufenentE for i,he r.'rap were

t:ken an.] it was ncied th:t the ueter n.de clirty b:/ siilring +-he iudt 
'leeredquickly at irhe f:rr enal, i!]dic.'ting e ffolr of fresh ltater fron sone source.



^ _-About this titue the other party arliveal and r^ti1st soup was boLng prepared,Si! Noel decided to grace us r,riih a de'no4stratioo on cave diving having reid a.
receot article? etlculously ho placed a 1ilo on the Lake, stooO, f]tty
clothed, on the rnud sholo, tben gracelully launched hi.trlself into the airi afl
seel'ed to be going t"€Ll unt i_ l. hi L t.e 1:lo. J'6vi1€ jusr dived r-reugh ne
surfaced \,rith a somewha'], deflated ego, not to mention the 1ilo and procealed to
fr"eeze; about this tlne lt uas decided that L€ should leave for the surface, on
the uay out looklng for a chanber mentioned in the psst history of the club
r,rhich proved to be nothing new and r.re energed about 9.45 having spent fO? horr"s
underground,

lrly'rnbene is cerr,ainly e fus:inating eave "-al as yet no good surv^y llas
bee,A qqdeftaken until nou and ld.U.l.C. is continuing C.S.S. r,ork to survey
it Lho.ouglry.

It is r^.ise to remember hen.visiting tlds.cave^not to @derestinate its
capabilities because extended periods ol time in 57"I tenps. soaked to the skin
by 1+i- t waLer ano constanlly burni,l. e.ergy is -o "lea- trick. bew-re of this
and nuch lnterest and enjoiroenlr can be gained frori this cave.

If anyone llill try to look after this cave along with all others it t,ril1
be just as srelting for.firture.club neirbe.rs. already carbide haF been e,-iptied
in various places, anA batteries a!1d hflbs are throm on the floorr The danage
ls not great, yet, in nnany parts, but it is very dlsappointing enil depressing
to visit Helictite these deys so.be uise, take pride in knowing that people
!,ti11 cor4e after you tud eojoy the sightg you see, as lruch as yoir did.

. UAUCI@ W. BEI,i,



IA@E: .(Inpressic,ns by Gref Anlerson) L2/4/7A

PreseAt: i{aurice BeU, ffr-il *lelherdr Jchr, Snlsh' Jlhn Fuflonf'er, lioe}

Ca.11, B3rry Thcn*r Jin Curtis, Grei Arxlerscn.

Left Csllbel:c1 lrrcunrl g.Oca.n.; 5 i4 lloeIrs !'C 1nLl J in Phi]'s ute,

Arrj.ved at Wirnbene sul]e1llhere beflre L1.00 t! discaver 1 grelt rn--ss of

tents (f6 in all) pitchea, on the fl:--t ne5r the river' 0n rc.lchinl' the

cave, 11le discovered t_ey beluqFd to llla!'Icra Speleo1ogic1l Suciety 'nd
lssocilted plrty ef x th.Jus.,fil scuuis (of buth sizeE rlnd :11 sexes).

Entererl c:rve:r,b!ut fl,ro to finl rure scuuts tryi4'tc l,l|rp the eectiLn

beflre Elc,1,lhole (there }t1s n!, cL4etition further in). r{surice ' Philr JiD

anil Btrry lroceeded straight to Lske Ch6t0bet t€kil€ r,,et suits end a

L,rininum of clinbing equllment. l{oel, John2 anl Gieg rient first to G.rnbarrcl

which l{e oa !ed, then attempted to measure its height rr'ith hrydrogen ba.lloons'

Two bs.1loons vere tled tog€tler and reached 195 feet but \'€re not big enol€h

to suplort the cotton above thls height. 3a11oons iose above this height

and alisalleered out of sight r'fien they ere :relesj5ed xrithout the cotton

Theytre still up there sonewhere. (Arrybody on future irips keep an eye out

for them.-nd. ) So Glnbarrel is higher tb€-n 2oo feet.r fhe success obtained

ws.s due to ltoelrs efficj-ency and good plerning. John tr. got soloe good

photos (we hope),

4I1 this took about 4 hours ajrd it \l€r3 about i.Jo before ve left
CuDbar:rel to join the others in l,ake Chanbei. TheJ h€d explored and Eapped

the 16ke by diving frorn 1ilos. By the titoe ve arrived they $ere coa.inced

that the cave contimed on the other side of the lake, tbe lake iiself
being a deep (ald long) sulrp.

A1t.T our 1rr_j vari, PhrI and le.'Lce cooDfeted tleir sur-vey by Lakin€

depth readj.ngs u6ing JB's pllrmLbob. Noel nade soup r'thich vas drunL out of
soup lacLets (there being only one cup bet]1leet I blokes). l$oel insisted
on eqioring the l€ke fo:r hinself and mana€pd to burst one Iilo by diving
on it from the bark in order to keep as d1T as possible- it e.U looked

miSnry fLnny. (.ts didn't thio\ so. 1s i .,J-s hls I lo,)
li/e l-eft T,ake Ch€nber a.?ound 6.i0!.m. and did sone e:'?foration in

Rockfall o!, ihe l,rey back. The "large c}Enbe {ith a sardy botton" described

in earlier reports vas rediscovered. This chalrber sppear.s not to lrsve been

enteled for a mdber of yea:rs. It hes a sns],l strean paasa€e feeding off



fron it and this could wan€nt further erQloration.

we iinoly energeal a.ldlrnd 1o'0@.n' a rather long but enjoyable day

and a 9i$rific.a,1t trip in the histoty of the cfub.

; , CIREG A}IDSSON.

x-An atteropt using helium bal-Loone was made on 2nd. 14s6/ a-nd found tha+

Gunberrel is about J50ft. high. Uait for the fu.ll relort in the nefc

issue of Speleoc. -Ed.

SpRr1G CFmr{ I5/4n0
?resentt Dave(Four and twenty...) Gibson axd I.
Transport: Four sheeled 'foobly ana auxilisty feeL,

Aim: To invesligaLF repo.ts of caves on Spring Cre"k, made by sn hglish
research student in the Geolory lepartment.

Resu-lts: One Lrcaverr, 10 feet l"ong, 4fo:Ls. of s{eat ard tt€. knorledge that
the Mt. Sreek hillclinb has been sea.led -to the an€uish of the
T,llv lriv.Te rn 1.hF ^luo.

Concluslons I "A11 poordes arc @iP /3&
r6,hY (P00) PAUrm.

Gress who is rryin€ for "he Lto Gofden Qrifl a!'srd? -Ed.

'Forry-th-ree bearers in every cup'-ll.!i.j.



rh,CORm,/ COriTm (padary's River t,- s.ne) z/3nA

Present: Jobn lrush, David Sf.ol, f.t"y thui.lasr Jolln Furl.rqller, M.C'l\t.

. & une (surt .f).
Left Canberra about g.ooi.Lr. dte! ! iri,etic (2q;) cut in the size of

the !3xty that ruininC, aiC after aulEinF i,TeCers ..ni ,ravel trucksr which

were .i.int their Lest tc destrcy ihe rodr 1,{e arrived at Mt, Curee ebout

1O.JL . , -,.r..U. .C. Lrir.r d-sl there, s' +i' crLf'r w vcritrLly qr€vl-nL

u-ith pe'p]e rJr r-\sr .f t r d'y 1,t l Lst u lif th. rern sr'ut ' ).
I{e ehc$ed Dave 3i.r, larry 1few thin ts (e.ts. blwline ltrxl iioublE fisher-

.',,1s lr'. L,r) 1n lhen 11u r" ,1.1. tle r|-src t.cr niqu.s irv-fve in "bs'i-tin,

"n "r fdrly shrrt (40') trtch. Aftex they heC developed suffj.cj.ent confidence

-,-!!eal for lunch rlni then r.roved up ontL

\rindy Buttre3s, wher€ the 1!4r rcle r.t1s sqt u! f!! a ruch Lvn'€r ,-bseil

(c,120'). ll.c,ld. lrrived !.t atrout. thrs st3.L "ul stls/€l .rrrunr fur sufficient
tiLie t! go (lorn !nce, It w5s l]ai.nint" inter ittently ty then -sho lrs coulJ

be seen as they apprcache,l ri.ht accrcss the rrarges- so lre lqci(lec to pack

q) and io hone.

--;ter Cave (sic) crn the vlay hure enil we

spent elr absorbin,....fel{ inimrtes vFnilerin€_ around in the flrest behind the

*rve tryin€ to fin.l 5 track out because noboiy han thLught to bning n
culrpaes oI s!r,L€thj+. It v.rj] r-lttina fairl.y late Ly then s(- we ca.Iled it
- (wcl 1.r . rner thi.Ls) ry m r'ci.e o ck'.r Cul-r.1.

I fini it dissppiontin that so felll cf the nev flenbers of the cfub

sa$r lit to cone .fonp cn 5 field d'If trilr such :; this, "s these trips
ater:Jter !.1-l, vreanised llrtrely t! te3ch'others tech4iques lrhich u'i]1 lre

rf c-rEi.erqb-Le .enefiL L- n ql vu-t I y c. r iru. L. -r c.Iur Lrips.

Discussiun ldth the ilcie exlerienceC raeirtrers of the cfub indicstes that
I 5ri not a]one in th.is opinion. I hupe the nert fiill Cay r{ill hevE a

scr.ieolrat llfrfer attenl.nce than this one Cid.

JOH].i FURIO]IGM .

IfUCC freshcr: out of W$bene: 'rJ have never cur.re ecross such fil-th in
"11 iry ]ife " .

l,!)/ spoLLgies tc li.C, ,I h:|ve just discovereC th:lt f spelt tacross'

incorrectly in the abov€ tri! repcrt, JII-
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