Beo.

-

Vol 8

¢
g

letter o

The News!




SPELREGHRATFEIT T,

VOLUME 9 WUMBER 4. S 2 AUGUST 1972.

The Newsletter of the National

University Caving Club.

Hditorg:M.Ellis, E.Collins and so on.

Typing: J.Brush, M.Coggan,E.Collins, J.Furlonger.

Cover Design: By J.Brush. From an original slide of
Dave Hughes in Coppermine(Y.12.).

Graphics: J.Brush, J.rurlonger, K.Palamer.

:::::: 6 8 8 & 2 P D0 B 4B C 0 &S D S e P E B S S E P PSP S eSS ER G RE e S

CONTEWTS. TABLE OF.

oL R el L e R b el B e i e FSiou SRl e i e s e oY S B

Errors In Compass BearingSe..c.d FUrlONgeT..csavssessssarJs

Problems in the Growth of Speleothems. Part Two.

Gzneral Lescription and Processes..... M. Bell. :.uae60.
Simple HModification to ULdham Cap-Lamp Switch..K.Palmer.68.
Lést Licksa..,e,ao..;,...m,...J.Brush...................70.
Twelve Years in the Heart o a Mountain.................Tl.

TRIP REPORTS. '
WY anbenes o oo s s e 22/ T/ T2 0w ¢ o+ BCOLTIRG s v e mwoisodns 25

Wee Jaspetsvs-s««25/T/7 e iz vl et S ENNE R R
Wee JaspeT..r560.29/7/72..,,.J.Brush................74.
Jen01a11° ”””” Q18_2O/8/72-- ® @ aF.BeréerSen- ® & 8 ¢ 8 8 & 8O & .75.

A Note on Thermal Jave, Wee Jasper....F.Bergersef.......76.
Committee PagCeoncrovcosasaaacssnreos o A SRS~

COmlrlé_.T.rlp_Slﬁao_gnsloi_i-‘b.19-.Dﬂi:us.o.'lvoco-vootnuvuoolcn'?;_l

.
.
s s OO DO R e e sk



V0L.9 Ho.4 SPELEOGRAFFITT AUGUST 1972. Page 58.

Bditorial.

It has come to notice of the members of this club that the
littering and defacing of caves has increased considerably over the
past year. Thig has been observed particularly at Wyenbene cave,
which has been visited regularly overthis period for surveying being
carried out. Even between trips an increase in the amount of litter
egpecially carbide dumpings, chocolate vr@pplngs and discarded

batteries, has become noticeable. Fungus growths are much more
common originating in f£6od which has been dropped. One example is a

baked beans tin with the remains of = meal and some paper stuffed
inside, which was blatently left sitting out in the open, in the
area between the stream passage and the wet crawl; and in which
fungus had begun to grow. Signatures are also starting to appear.

Deformation of cave formation is becoming an increasingly
popular pastime of vandalous tourists. The helectite formations
in.ﬁWanbene are becoming broken and marked, not to mention the
"rulnatlon of tne once enchhntlng cryqt 2l grotto of Punchbowl cave
Iat WEe Jasper. ;
| ' th*erlng near the cave entrance is another offence which
has become worse over the past year (Don't worry acout the change in type
size),one would think people would care more about these areas, but
'ﬁﬁé§ obV1cusly don't. :
: It is to hoped that Speleos have had nothing to do with the
above deseécration, and that something can be done to prevent it ge-
ttlng any worse in tae future.

' SBSBSBEBBBESBBBBBBBSESBBEBBBBB58E8
AR P-T CL.B-5 A RE N EBR D ED

More articles are needed.for later 1issues this year.

Anything will be accepted, though not neccessarily printed:
Cartoon Ideas are running low, as are ideas for articles.
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© Brrors in Compass Beerings.

Of the many possible errors when carrying out a survey using a
prismatic compass, one of the most common is that of failing to level
the compass along a line perpendicular to the line of sigi.tof the
bearing. There is no error caused by:the compass not being level
along this line if the target is alsng a horizontal line from the compass.
Should the bearing no’ be horizontal, however, an error is induced
which is proportional to the vertical beering of the target. The
relationship between these factors is given by
Sina =Tan b . Tan ¢
wheres a = compass errer (caused by
levelling error) in degrees.
b= engle'of the compass base from
the hbrizontal, perpendicular to
the line of sifht.
¢ = vertical bearing of target.

The magﬁitude of the errors produced may be seen from the table

below; c .
b 10° 505 45° 60°
0° 0 0 0 0
3° 005+ 018! 030! 0%2!
1° 0%91 0%35° 1°00! 1%451
58 022! 1%091 200" 3981
a7 0321 1%5° 3%0! 5%131
4° o%iml . 228 - 4% 657

(9 9] :

1
<
&

O =0 e
2054 B 843!

.-\.JL(-.L FO £ ) 4T s =3 : X
To avoid errors of this type, the Hsdaile Prismatic Compass for

which modifications have been described earlier (Palmer,K., Speleograffiti
9s 2 pp.23-25) has been further modified by the addition of .a second
levellinglis,r on the cormass bodj in such & position that the compass
may be levelled along a line perpendiculsr to the line of sight.

People who use prismatic compasses iy any surveys presently
underway might %ikglto mentally note this source of error and try to
avoid it as far as possible in future.

John Furlonger.
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PROBLEMS IN THE GROWTH OF SPELEQTHEMS

Maurice W, Bell

R, e .
Part 2: General Descrijticns and Processes

Introduction:

The following is the first paragraph of an article published
in Copenhagen in 1655-by'01ao Worn. Written originelly in Latin,
it is the first occasion on which the word "stalactite! wasused,

"For the class of small stones called Bergbrab in Norwegian,
Wwe propose the name stalactite, a stone usually ash colour-
ed, tending toward yellow, which assumes various shapes
according to its origin, its mode of deposition and the
structure to which it adheres., It is formed by deposition
from water which has rock-forming properties because it
carries within itself finely divided mineral matter., As the
water flows either through channels in the earth, or drips
down from above, or precipitates on the banks of a strean,
it correspondingly produces various shapes. Dripping down
from high cracks, it adheres where it can in the shape of
a cone, and in this manner it congeals into the same shape
as water flowing from the crack in the cold of winter would
ordinarily freeze. It may be found in various places in
Dﬂnmark, Norway, Germnny, Iceland, Italy; and it has
va¢1ou5 shapes and characteristics®,

Olao Worm's article offers « deSC“lpthn of formatlons and
processes which even today is only cnlﬁved upon in many of the
references,

The first major breakthrough came when Lavoisier demonstrated
in 1771 that mineral deposits are formed by the deposition of
material from solution. :

Although stalactites vary widely in size, a lower limit exists,
defined by the diameter of a drop of water. The tips of conical
stalactites are not sharply pointed but rather taper downward
until their diameter is approximately 5 millimeters, at which
point the smooth cone is truncated and provides a seat for the
drops. (Moore, 1962),

Two indepéndent processes operate during the formation of an
ordinary conical stalactite, each operating on different structural
parts: Lo The precipitation of CaCOB in the drop of water

which forms an unfilled central cylinder commonly

called a Vgtraw',
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Ze The surface flow of depositing wator ovor the

outer surface, in a thin film. (See Flgure 1.)

Commonly only one of these processes_occufs and results in a
spectrum of forms existing from "atraws' to immense "columns”
and "'stalactiteg',

If cross-sections are cut from large stalactites, an obvious
pattern or crystal arrangement will be observed, similar to that
described by variucs authors! This arrangement is summarised in
Figure 1. This figure sﬁgws én embryo or central straw formed
from the regular growth of calcite crystals growing along their
c-axis, The outer part consists again of calcite cryabals. However
These are orisnted with their c-axis at 90 to the corb.ﬁnd
radiating from it, i i

The shape of staladt;tes is strongly influenced by flooding
of the cave, This providés a medium saturated with respect to
calcium carbonate in contact with the formation which will induece
crystal-face overgrowths;fgiving rise to regular shaped formations.
An example of this is a hexagonal stalactite from Rushmore Cave,
South Dakota, described by W.A. and A.M. Bassctt, They describe
a stalactite with a relict, now filled, internal straw with an
outside overgrowth and attrikute this to. floodlnqhof the cave,
They also note the chevron. patterﬂ tyblcal 5 straws and stalac-
tite walls (mainly on monocrystalllne stalactltes) which may be
explained as being due to the rhombohedral cleavage, conforming
often to the broken end. _ :

Just how. docs ‘4 new 1ayer ‘of crystals originate and grow?
Innumarablé random1y oriented microscopic crystals are laid
down at the propagation of a new layﬂr. Many of them will be _
inhibited by 1mpur1tles on their surfaoeb, but many will begin to
grow, If the fastest growth direction is along the c-axis of
calcite, then those crystals with thelr_gmaxes parallel to each
other will disrupt any other orientation, Consequently, crystals
whose long axes are perpendicular to the;gpowth surface tend to
grow faster and longer, while crystals with some other orient- .
ation tend to be smothered. :

.Fiﬁally, radiocarbon dating, actual cave measurements and
the study of annual growth increments show that the rate of
elongation, though, variable, averages about a quarter of a
millimeter per year.

In summary, water dripping from the tip of a stalactite
o) G,
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‘deposits a central cylinder with vertical crystal orientation;
water flowing down the sides of a stalactite deposits radiating
crystals. The growth rate varics depending on many factors;however
measurements indicate an approzimate growth rate of a quarterzof
a millimeter per year,

Helictites

Helictites are crystal aggregates whose various characteristics

make them stand in sharp contrast to other cave deposits. The word
helictite comes from a Greek root meaning spiral, They appear to
be largely monocrystalline and although they are believed by many
to reach their unique shapes by a perfectly random wandering due
to air currents, pressures or random orientation of crystais
blocking the capillary tube, it is the view of this author that
their growth is controlled by the syumetry of the crystal forms
comprising them and that if a statistical analysis were carried
out the probability of the various forms could then be determined.
Previous Experimental Work

L.C.Huff carried out the artificial growth of helictites (and
gypsum flowers) under laboratory conditions using more soluble
salts than calcite or gypsum (but which, with reservations, act in
the same manner),and his results offer a good explanation for the
macrogrowth of helictites. A . :

; Huff began with straws and noted that formﬁﬁidns grew resembliﬁg
helictites when the rate of flow of solution down the cylindrical
form was decreased. This implies that when tﬁe;flow is fast, the
standard formation of a straw takes place. However, when the rate
of flow is slow, evaporation prevents the formation of drops and
deposition becomes no longer oriented hy gravity,

Huff further states that deposition toock place around the
point of emergence of solution, forming a ring much smaller than
that forming the straw, This ring grew as a tube and the slow
flow and subgequent gvaporation® allowed the growth of crystals
which were large relative to the size of the opening. When a
crystal became sufficiently large to block the end of the tube,
the hydrostatic pressure above built up until the solution broke
through the side of the tube to produce a branch, Also, 1f a |
crystal happened to grow transversely to the long axis ofthe tube,
the tube suffered a change in direction of growth, ; : :
061008 e 8680000008808 050005600068C0G0NaU00008N600000S6C0800000800888a00808000
# The idea of evaporation in the cave environment has been discussed

earlier., (Speleograffiti, 9,%,pp.43-4) As cave humidity is usual-

ly 90%+, evaporation is virtually insignificant there.
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The above work offers a good explanation of the processes at

. work, however it does not include crystal symmetry as a relevant
factor, Huff noted the formation of symmetrical gstructures rese-
:mbllng a. '""Mobius Suflp” These must be difficult to explain by a
random Orlentathﬂ of crystals. '

The most notable point from Huff's experiments is the marked
change from straw type growth to helictite type growth when the
rate of supply of solution was decreased. This indicates the
important role of rate of flow in their formation.

Huff also confirmed that helictites grow from their tips
rather than from their bases. Before this point became a demon-
strable fact, many intriguing ideas were presented, including
‘growth controlled by fungal hypha and growth along splder webs.
This last has been recently noted in an abandoned mine in Britain
where the cobweb has offered a path for a solution to flow along
and thereby become encrusted with calcium carbonate. The resulting
structure is, however, quite unique. (Warwick, 1955).

An excellent description and explanation of helictites was
given by Merrill (1894):

"They occur sometimes singly, but more commonly in groups, or
clusters of severél ranging in sizes from % to 10mm, in
diameter. Closer inspection reveals the fact that while in

we . omost tases tubular, the fube itself iscof'almosb: MmcEOsCOpic
proportions, being as a rule less than half a millimeter in

.diamster, So small is it, in fact, that capillarity, not
wrav1ty, is the controlling principle in giving direction to
thc llmemcﬂfrJﬂno solution. A small spicule of calcite

;  ; crystulllz;n? on the extremity is as likely to point any-
. other direction as downwaxa, the direction of the next drop

ig controlled in part by %he'first, where the same process
is repeated., Or on the aséumption that the stalactite
increases in length by constant additions to the tube, on
11 sides, it is easy to imagine that the deposlit takes
place,. for a leu more rapidly on one gide than on the
other, nerhano partially 01051ng the orifice or giving it
a different direction., The essential fact is, however, that
it is to capillarity, and not to gravity, that is due the
peculiar'vermicular forms. Why, at the outset, the stalac-
tite should begin to form through many small capillary ;
tubes rather than through one larger, as is ordinarily the
case, I will not pretend to say. It is to be noted, however,
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zzi:langiigdz;tzér;;eaizoz—forming limestones are nearly horiz-

. any other caves they are highly tilted.
?his_results in a more even percolation of the water in the first
instance, the roof being more homogeneous.-It is possible, there—
fore, that the water gathers in drops of smaller size, and very
likely in smaller amounts. I have no other than hypotnetlcal
data for this last assumption, however."

The ideas expressed by Merrill have been disregafded by many
people between 1894 and today, however it is with these ideas
that I largely agree., |

Huff was able to discount all other theories of helictite
growth (air currents, impurities, cobwebs, calcite twinning, etc.)
and agrres with Merrill that chance orientation of crystals at
the end of the tube will determine the growth direction. I find
“that I must also subscribe to this view, with the provise that
the "proto-crystal" will determine the direction. :

Merrill's explanation requires the presence of a caplllary tube
through the helictite. Dolley (1886) also notes the presence of
theése and I myself have noted them in almost all formations examn
ined. The lack of them 1n a few formations may be explained by
therecrystalllsatlon of the calcium carbonate.

Huff proved that for pure water at a temperature of 15°C and
a tube diameter of + millimeter, the capillary rise will be about
6 centimetres. However, magy_hellctltes greatly exceed  this linmit,
for example Snake-—dance helictite in the Caverns of Sencra until
recently was over T6 centimeters long, nearly 135 times the limit.

It is therefore evident that although capillarity is impor-
tant in the growth of hellotltes, hydrostatic head is more imp-

ortant. Further descriptlon of the mechanics of this may be

found in the literature. (Huff).

Summary _
Helictites grow at the free end and not at the attached end.

Helictites are tubes that assunme their crooked slope as a
result of the symmetrical orlenuatlon'of crystals ab the grow-

Helictites are produced instead of stalactites when

ing end. G
through a capillary

there is a hydrostatic head pushing solutlon

tube at an extremely slow rate.

References—see next-page.
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Simple Modification to Oldham Cap-Lamp Switch,
| by K.Palmer

Those éﬁéleoS”famiiiQr with Oldham Cap-lamps, (pre~ 1970) will

be well aware of the difficulties associated with switching on

and off in a muddy environment., The task is virtually impossible

if the caver is wearing gloves coated in mud or has mu@%oﬁ the
switch. The modification outlined here enables gwitching in difficult
conditions to be accomplished, and has beer successfully applied

to two of the club's lamps, (see diagrams, Fig.l) -

1) Siot"the original switch, thfough the plastic, and approximately
lmm into the steel shaft, using a hacksaw.,

2) Cut a2 piece of aluminium sheet in*o an oval shape, approximately
. 15mm long and 7mm acress. - .

%) Fit the aluminium into the slot and coat with araldite. (It is
advisable to partly cure fthe araldite to prevent it from running

when applied ('Flastibond' works better. -Editor.).

Some tips on the maintainance of 0ldham Cap~lamps.

1) Slot the head of the screw which holds on the top of the
accumulator, this aleviates the need for a special tool, a screw-
driver may be used. _

2) Coat the contacts and seal the btop of the accumulator with
"vageline",

3) Before charging clean out any mud from the vents with a piece of

fine wire. g = 2 : S b
% From an original idea of J.Brush's,(1971). -Editor.

W W W W
Rough red ~ on the decline?

What is wrong with NUCC cavers this year! At our recent wine and
cheese evening, attended by about twenty persons, we went throﬁgh

1 glass (broken and eaten by J.Brush, the man with guts of steel),
5 cwt of assorted cheeses and biscuits, . large can of fine&jple
juice, 2 flagons of orange juice but only 2 flagons of white wine
~and only one flagon of red. Whats the world coming ﬁo, more fruit
juice than grog consumed on such an occasion. Needless to say there

were several cases of diarrhoea uthe next morning.

Marj Coggan - social commentator.
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LABT LIJKS.

In Mexico south to Argentina uhe common vampire makes it economically im-

‘practical to raise cattle or IOLQQ%'OVGI arge dreus.yuls is due to the fact
‘that the bat carries the demdlleSt cf infectious dissases...Rabies. Efforts
ito deutvoy the hats bv such crude methods as dynamiting or using flame thro-

wers have pvoved too cosfly inefficient, and digagtrous for neighbouringpop-

ulations of beneflc%gi;lnsect—eating bate.

Now, after_yéafs dangerous field work, US investigators have developed

ghoulish justice,

new techniques that promise to vanguish tha'vamnire}.“ﬁith

the little beast that lives by blood will Pe made to Qle _
Two quirks of nature promise %o be his undoing. One is +he fa t that bats,

;like'fats;“&re more Sengitive than most mammals to the effects of anti-coagu-

?lantst Thezmost{éfféctive anticoagulant known, warferin, is used in calculated
overdoses as a rot poison, however & team of Nb"lcan and UB workers in 1968
tried to kill baté using diphenadione. The main problem %elng how to get the
‘stuff into the vampires. _

One way wonld bhe to inject the anticoagulant into the stomachs of cattle,
‘from whichit would pass into their bloodstreams. The dose would not be enough:
‘to kill the larger animals, Wt any vampires would suck enough to kill ift.

The second guirk of nature suggested another method. Like cats, vampires
lick themselves to clean themselves,and will also clean each olher whomeces-
'sary . One feSearcher thus reascaned that it would be effectiveto catch a few .
‘bats, daub them with_diphenadiones_then release them to return home énd bleed
to death - as well ag poigoning their g‘c-vi e partaers,

é To ”tch the 1amp1res, a nylon mist 1Lt was qusnenued above the fence of

a cattle:cor 'gl, The net is invisible to the babsn and is aLso transParent to.

:thelrﬂsonar s_s%em. Then a hat is caught i5 is carefully removed from the net

and about half a-te&spbonfulﬂbfr@etroleum 113 containing 50mg. of diphena=~.
dione is rutbed on its hack. 3 '

hocked the bat raburns to. Ltm came boilow t ée or old -building and 1icks
a8 much 01 the goo off Vlo bavk qs hﬁ-caa4 ID uhe Lrocess he p0150ns himgelf
;fatally %ﬂm VqﬁﬂLrﬁg ccme to help gtoom hLm aﬂd also become poisoned. On
average, a sanplu smeared Dmt has boep found: tn c&uno the death of 20-30 other

-bats, : e ;

' Successiul tests have been carried ‘out iﬂ Mexico and Brazil, and the met-
‘hods are now to be introduced to Bolivia, i ;

| The benefits are expectéd to be widespreadyza:marké@ﬁeCfEése in both human
gand-animal~rabies and other infectious diseases carried by the bats; an: 1ncreace
in thé weight of beel cattle, and & comperable increase in milk production.
their is no chance of the bat becoming extinect.according to experts it willﬁi
return to the Jungle znd live as it did before the coming of the Epanish, suc-

king wild animalsg instead of caltle and horses, J.Brush.
ceswn Adapted from "TIME", July 24Tth 1972. p.54-55.
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TWELVE Y®ARS TN THE HBEART OF A MOUNTAIN.

This article is composed meinly of quotes from the above named book by

Pierre Chevalier,

"I used to think that the interior of a range of hills was a compact
mass; like the inside of a well baked brick. But its not you know, at
least not in a limestone areca .It's an amazing system of abysses and
galleries, a honeycomb of winding passages, some choked with rubble,
some inundated by waterfalls. There may be storey upon storey of rock
chambers and vast halls, with maybe no way in, no way out, all beyond
some little ftube-like corridor no more than a foot in diameter.V..

On seeing one of his footprints made a few years previously he says
<000 '"did you kmow Casteret, in one of his caves, came acrcss & human
footprint made 25 thousand years BTN

Casteret must have been there to see the footprint made,surely, to know its age.

Comparing climbing %o caving..
.-.'"surely this under-the-platean stuff is cnly glorified rock climbing.

It is iike swapping a racing car for a nice, cosy rubber tyred invalid
carriage".,..
On methods of water tracing:
"There are various ways of "following" water which disappears into
impassable channels ; paper boats of bright and varying colours may be
launched, or water may be dyed with strong dyés at different points.
The finding, later on. of a tossing boat or technicolour flood solves
many problefs of communications or direction ™.
On the'dangers of suffocation:
"But I am less afraid of suffocation in there(small tubes), than I would
be in a stuffy room containing four pipe smokers having a prolonge& gane
of hridgeiv,
On sleep and waterfalls: .
"TH hig éégerness he replaced sleep by brief naps on the rock and hamm-
ered away under waterfalls as calmly as you or I would hrave 30sec of rainl
On mapping:
... "every portion of gallery and meandering passage was mapped roughly
inhis wet and muddy note book.Later he would draw an accurate plan in
his hatel room., Every step was counted, and measurements were taken with
out stretched arms:one body span of Fernsnd's was known to equal so many
feet, ' : ' )
And f%nally, on nomenclature:
« .« "they had to éscend gigantic sghafts or.wells;'and to each they gave
an appropriate name such as'Balcony Shaft' or '3 Sisters!'(this one i
honour of three sisters who coocked for them)",..
All almost worth"renouncing Speleology" for, "In favour of sweet-pea growing

orthe guiet life of a2 melon farmer"....oveeoo.s
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: “TRIP RBPORTS SHCIION.
WEEEBENE. _ - 22nd JULY

Party: Pete and Rosy Nicholson, Wayne Allen, Chris Collins, Mick
Ellis, Bugene Collins(L).
After meeting at the car park we left for Wyanbene at the unearthly
howr of 8:46 am for an uneventfull trip out to the cave(except for
M101 t“ylng to monopolise the BP pump at Captainis Flat and Pete
trying his skill at sump busting at the creeks.
On arrival at the site a fire was set for our return and a

lightllunch was partaken of. It was during this break that the

inner emotiens of a certain caver (anonymous, better known as :
Mick) became obvious and I quute "Hey Boogie would you like a roll!FI!! 2" I meed
net comment on thé obvious comments that followed.

Come 12 o'clock we headed underground. First stop was the blow hole where the
"Hold it,pose, "~ wind , click ~-. "bugger, I forgot t0 «esevee 1M gaga began.

| Nexl stop was Cleopatra's Bath, where photographs of naked egyptian beauties
where taken. (Be at the next Meeting!!!) .Also the ladder which dissappeared

~ from the blowhole area was found here apparently fo help the notsostronghearted
negotiate the difficult chimmey-cum-scramble.

Next M.E. (for the 3rd time in Wyanbene ) lost yet another glove— which was
duly found (in his pocket!!!!) together with another unclaimed pair. Helectite

was next to be subjected to the "Hold that pose ete” followed by many (cencored}
exclamations. These same echoes resounded in the wet stretch when some fool
decided to hold everyome up in the wettest section while he liesurely fotographcd
tihe said scene. 3

Again we pressed on to Aitcheson's squeeze where that dickhead of a photo-
grapher caused another hold up by créwling halfway down~ doing his thing- then
backpedling out again.On again to the slippery mud slope where the usual contest
of ascending the slope without hands was held., Down into Caectar*s and onto
Biahorhea pit where M.E. bravely volonteered to be first into the guegmire
and again the cameras. After 3 or 4iat%§mp%sfﬁe_mgpggédfﬁp_;aiﬁain-tﬁﬁ&tob_of

the bump just after the pit and rig a ladder for tiae rest of us ( SL*TLCK.'H)
As €,C. descended the follwing pitch an interesting exclamation floated up.

" ARRRGGH, I've got it caught between the ladder and the wall !!.". After an
emergency operation to remove the offending object we moved on to Andersong Wall

where Mick again chimneyed and set up the ladder. C.C. , W.A. and myself ascended
but Rosy decided not to ascend so Pete elected to stay and keep her company
ghllst the rest of us continued to the lake. Dissappointing.perhaps , for them

as neither has seen the lake, but better that than having to carry a body throush
those squeesmes and water. (No offence Rosy) .

After seeing the lake and =returning to Pete and Rosy we proceede back to
Blowhole where C.C.,WA., M.H., Pete and Rosy moved cut to light t - fire,
while C.C. and yours truly wound up the ladder and rope.
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WYANBENE (cont.)
Apparently on reaching the surface Mick and Wayne thought they had surfaced

in Vietnam.Below them shotgun and rifle fize echoed to their ears frightening

shi..e.vers cut of them.

Whenthey reached the cars they found a rescue group. from Canberra were
ek and destoy a harmless

d there and had undergone 2 dangerous mission of se

campe . .
in that "life savers" should indulge in suc

possum. A touch of irony perhaps,

wanton teking of life.

Chris and myself eventually surfaced about 8:00pm and descended to that

lovely warm fire, changed, "pointed perce" , atg,and 1in 211 became much more
comfortable.

At 9:00 pm we left for home with what we hoped was a decent set of

i e Fugene Collinse.
WB Since the above trip,the £ilms have been developed with poor results - 80
;; appears that the trip will have to be repeated in the future-

e e e S R R T L e e sl

WEE JASPER. QBT

Party. J.Brugh, A.Harding, NW.Lake, C.Lake, D.Hughes, J.Clark,
G.Bouthwell, Lax and Friend.

The aim of this trip was to continue the dig in Dogleg. Contrary to
what was thought previously, the breakthrough was not made on the last trip,
and it toock snother few hours digging to get through into the Opera House.

The credit for the breakthrough must go to Dave Hughes,; who unknowingly
went in head-first (instead of the other way round) and caused a collapse.
This opened up the passage, mut unfortunately half turied Dave in the process,
At this stage Dave decided to gﬁ home, mumbling something about *#"*InG sand.

The Opera House wall was found to have e rope hanging down it, wmfortu-
nately, due to its low breaking strain (562.7 g.) it could not be relied upon
to get us up the wall. The wall was eventually scaled(with some difficultj)
and a ladder thrown down. :

The second water trap was found to be dry(muddy), this being due to a
small dam which diverted the water from the third water trap down Andyv's Hole,

Choosing a bucket from the vast array of equipment at the sump a futile
attempt was made to lower the water level, this was followed by an even more
futile attempt to syphon it using a 3" fire hose.

ther equipment we did not have time to try out included lgarden hose,
1 14" irrigation pipe, 1 2" irrigation pive, 1 funnel, 1 telephone wire, 1
manilla rope, mumerous smell pieces of %ubingg 1 plastic comb, the 3 candles
however were found to work after years of submergence.

Some guite good formation was seen, including some long,wide shawlsg,
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énoé whité, but onto which some twit has thrown mud balls, which, over the
vears they have been there, have effectively sftained the formation._

After about 6 hours under, we veturned to the Opera House, derigged the
pitch then climbed dowvn and made our way to the surface(with the dig alréédy
causing problems as it fills up with sand again) where we found most of the
usual WJ hoards had already left for home, tekingwith them just about every-
thing except their rubbish, :

: John Brush.
AVAVAYANAVANLVAVATAVATAVAVAVAVAVATUS

" WEE JASEER. SR : 29/1/172.

Party: K.Paiﬁer, J}Fufionger, G.Keppie and J.Brush,

Now that thé'dig'in'ﬁbgleg has been completed, Ken decided to come out
and have a 1odk at the'cave, but what a day he picked; cold and wet.

We got underground as guickly ag possible to aveoid the rain, only to
get wet in the water crawl.

The dig reguired only minor enlarging and thus arrived at the O?era
House fairly quickly. Here, even more difficulty(tﬁan last week) was experienced
in climbing the wall.

The aim of this trip was to survey the final chamber in the eastbern
branch, and the section hetween the second and third water traps, however a
markéﬂ lack of enthusiasm soon killed this idea.

Cnce again the sight of so much idle equipment was too much to bear,
and so the sump was bucketed againlowsring the level about 1", this was foll#
owed by futile syphoning atiempts using the fire hose (it broke), and the irri-
gation pipe (it leaked). Soon after Ken and  arth decided to leave and met Al
Harding on the way. They had been in Punchbowl and decided to come into Dogleg
when they saw our.car, '

On the way out some difficulty was experienced in climbing down the
wall after the ladder had been taken down. The samdf%gg also very tight, and
will reguire digging out again very soon,

: Headed home eround sunset, stopping off at Greasy's on the way, for a
feed.

NB. Roger Curtis (CSS) has since informed us that the Railway Tumnel is now
flooded, thus the dig is completely submergeds.aﬁd thus the sand has probably

all fallen back into the hole.

ssess@nyone for g dig next Summer.
: ' JUHN BRUSH.
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JNOLAN 18th-20th August, 1972,

Pregent: , B.Mchllister, J.Furlonger, E.&J.Wilson,

Fn
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o
~
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L.Harding, N.lake, F.Bergerson.

The big three, (liiel, ken & yours truly), deparbed

Canberra on Iriday morning at about 6.30a.m. and after some

faultv. novimetion at Goulburn found ouxr way into The Taralga
rocd which was Boon to revert to slush and provided Ken with

some BXCciting moments as the wagon wegged ivs Tall 1n
anticipation of the miles ahead. The journey to Mammoth Flat
gsoothed by the heavy sounds which

02

was ujeventiul and wa

R.P. provided with his cassette recorder intricately wired

o

Bo the dashboard. Camp was pitched and the sixty foot entrance
pitch of Mammoth negotiated successfully (Though with
considersble effort by K.P. due to difficulties with the
mechanical vrussiker), followed by a brief search fo¢ The way
into the Southern section in Conglomerate Chamber., Eager for
some constructive caving, the search was abandoned and the

party made its way into the ncrthern section with the aim

=

of reaching the vicinity of the infinite crawl. Passing through
Horse-shoe chamber inte the Railway btunnel, the route through
the boulder choke in Skull and Crosgsbones was established

after a bout of letharg frbm Ken and critical evaluation

from Niel. The biggest thrill of the day came when we had To
chimney along a narrow m@andering figsuee apuropristely Lknown

as the 'snakes gut'. A little further on the inimitable K.P.
announced 'dead-end' and The fissure had to be tackled cnce
more, this time with more difficulty. On exemining the book

on Mammoth later ,1it was found that the announced dead-end

was in fact an average grade squeeze which ledbto minor features
1ise Ice-pick lake, Nsked Ledy chawmber and many hundreds of . 5
feet of passage -pgood work Kenneth. Retrdcing our steps Ken
redeemed himself by locating the passage to central river

and arcver some ernjoyavle orugging we becamebpamboozled as ©o

the way through thr middle bit of the rockpile. After an

initial evaluation of lethargy levels aided by Niel volunbteering
either Ken or myself to examine the least likely grotty holes

it was decided to return to the surface and devour tea, a task
which suited this rugged binch. Some ugly scenes followed
between btea and the arrival of A.He and N.L. witht he p&xtﬁking
of liquid refreshments to kill #ime. J.F. and company arrived
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in a ball of dust about 10 a.m. Saturday morning and after
exchanging pleasantries the whole party hcaded off to find

Wiburds Leke up the gorge.After some fruitless searches a

couple of bods from U.N.S5.W.5.8. eame to the rescue and gave
us a guided tour into the initial stages of the cave, thereupon

hey departed to esteblish a long lost connection with the

cf

lower rTiver level. Some good grovelling was to follow with
Koala again'experienciﬁg trouble. It appears this time that
he had trouble keeping the thick glubinous mud off his face,
strange that. The party emerged & 1ittle disappointicd with
the lack of formation in the cave, however this was compensabed
for by the exploration of Serpentine cave with its 400 feedb
of norrow meznders and a classic 1ittle right-sngle sgueeze
with & small narrow pool necessitating a dip. That night the
N.U.C.C. contingent converged on The lounge of Ceves House in
the village followed by bthe numercus Sydney caving enthusiasts
who had slso made the trip from Mammoth Flat for whet proved
to be an enjoyable genervel meeting of the Jenolan Historical
Societyoe

The limestone cliff down from the Koela Park Reserve
provided the venue for some zbseiling on Sunday morning after
which all departed for Canbeera, arriving without incident
apart from A.H. taking cdvantage of the offer of my spare

i

tyre and chalking up his second flat tyre for the weekend.

e R o Frank Bergerson.
MACAE MM MM AT AR MMM
THERYMAL CAVE, WEE JASrER.

It has come to my notice that in the last couple of newsletters

there have been atteunpts, successful or otherwise, to have a look
at Thermal Cave near the Tourist Camp. Whilst the desire to do so

is understandable, I feel it is in the best interests of the club
and its members to point out that entry to the mave is against tne
wishes of the landowner,on whose property the cave is situated.As
an approach to the landowner was unsuccessful in an attempt to gain
entry to the cave back in February this year. ie told us the CSIRO
had asked these people to deny access to persons wishing to visit
the cave as bats were using it as a breeding cave, anc thus pres-
ented an opportunity to study the bats, provided they were not

disturbed.
Thus I feel people should be restricted from the cave unless

they have a special interest in the study, and then should only
enter under supervision. FRANK BERGERSEN.
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1972 COMMITTEE,

PRESIDENT. John Brush. 149 Mugge Way,Redhill. FPh. 956610,
2603. :

VICE-PRESIDENT. John Furlonger. Bruce Hall. Ph. 494240 W.
R. Eib5.

Secretary. Peter Hicholson. Jonn XX111 College.

TREASURER. Garth keppie. Garran Hall.
Hoom 285.

EQUIPMENT CFFICER: Lave Hughes. 225 Beasley st. £n.862942.

Mawson.
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Mgrj Coggan Garran Hall.
Sue Gibbings . .
Clen Murouy Burton iall.

:'0'..".-O....lillll..lp.."

The vast WUCC Library is now housed 1n fugene Cullins'

room in Johan XX111 College.

tiiig .Pﬁ.I.E.G...'l".i—.‘c.i.i?.SIZI’.Z.Z'.".Z':..".:.:.:.-Z:.':E.2:.:..'.:.:.:..2:.5.'.25
Sat.2ond Sept. ilt. rairy Cave ...S%urveying. J. Furlonger. E
Sat.gth.Sept. " Big Hole and rossibly Cheitmore. E
J.Furlonger. E

3at. 23rd.Sept. Wyanbene. Combinuation of survey. :
J.Brush. E

Long Weekend29,50,1.9ept./Oct. Wyanbene and Rig Hole for :
those that miss out on the other trip. :

Should just about finigh tne survey. :

J.Furlonger. E

NUCC will then die for the exal period, but there could E
possibly be one Or two more trips on om ucht., SO keep E
a1l open ear. E






